A SHORT 
NARRATIVE 


 Horrid Maſſacre in Bos ToN, 
PERPE T RATED 
In the Evening of the Fifth Day of March 1770. 
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SoLpitrs of the XXIXth Regiment, which with the 
XIVth Regiment were then quartered there : 
WITH SOME 
OB SE RVATI VT HS 
ONTHE | 
| STaTz of Tnincs prior to that CATASTROPHE. 
To which is added, 


AAN AN D 


The ſeveral Depoſitions referred to in the preceding NaRRATIvz; 
and alſo other Depoſitions relative to the Subject of it. 
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Bos TON, Fr At a 1 of the Free- 
holders and other Inhabitants 
of the Town of Boſton, duly 
qualified and legally warned, 
 inpublicTown- Abe aſſent 
bled at Fancuil- Hall, on Mon- 
day the 12th Day of March, 

Anno Domini, 1770. 1 
1H A T Article in the Warrant, 
for calling this Meeting, viz. 
What Steps may be further neceſ- 
« faryfor obtaining a particular Account 
c of all Proceedings relative to the Maſ- 
6 facre in King-Street on Monday Night 
« laſt, that a full and jult Repreſentation 

may be made thereof,” was read, 


Whereupon, 

YOTED, That the Hs James 
Bowdoin, Eſq; Doctor Fo/eph Warren, and 
Samuel Pemberton, Eſq; be a Committee 
for this important Buſineſs ; and they are 
deſired to report as ſoon as may be. 
Atteſt, WiLLiaM — Town-Clerk. 


HE following Report, containing a Nar- 
rative of the late Maſſacre, is ſubmitted 70 
the Town, In the Name of the Committee, 
JaMEs BOWDOIN. 

A 


AT the Town Meetin 9 beld on the 1 gth of 
March, 1770, by Adjournment. 


HE aforementioned Report was Read and 

Conſidered, whereupon Voted Unanimouſly, 
That the ſame be accepted, and that it be 
immediately Printed, and the Committee are 
deſired to tranſmit Copies thereof as ſoon as 
poſſible to the following Gentlemen, viz. The 
Right Honourable 1/aac Barre, Eſq; one of his 
Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council; Tomas 
Pawnall, Eſq; late Governor of the Maffachu- 
ſetts; William Bollan, Eſq; Agent for his Ma- 
jeſty's Council; Dennys De Berdt, Eſq; Agent 
for the Houſe of Kepreſentatives; Benjamin 
Franklin, Eſq; L. L. D. and Barlow Trecothich, 
Eſq; a Member of Parliament for the oy of 
London. 


Atteſt. 


William Cooper, Town-Clerk. 
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A SHORT 
N AR R AT FW N 
OF THE 
brd Maſſacre in Bos rox. 


T may be a proper introduction to this nar- 
1 rative, briefly to repreſent the ſtate of things 
= for ſome time previous to the ſaid maſſacre: 
And this ſeems neceſſary in order to the forming 
a juſt idea of the cauſes of it 
At the end of the late war, in which this 
Province bore ſo diſtinguiſhed a part, a ha 
union ſubſiſted between Great-Britain and the 
Colonies. This was unfortunately interrupted 
by the Stamp-Act: but it was in ſome meaſure 
reſtored by the Repeal of it. It was again in- 
terrupted by other acts of parliament for taxin 
America; and by the appointment of a Board of 
Commiſſioners, in purſuance of an act, which 
by the face of. it was made for the relief and 
encouragement of commerce, but which in its 
operation, it was apprehended, would have, and 
it has in fact had, a contrary effect. By the ſaid 
act the ſaid Commiſſioners were © to be reſident 
A'S : in 


E 
in ſome convenient part of his majeſty's domi- 
nions in America. This muſt be underſtood 
to be in ſome part convenient for the whole 
But it does not appear, that in fixing the place 
of their reſidence, the convenience of the whole 
was at all conſulted, for Boſton being very far 
from the centre of the colonies, could not be the 
place moſt convenient for the whole. — Judging 
by the act, it may ſeem this town was intended 
to * favoured, by the Commiſſioners being ap- 
ö pointed to be ere ; and that the conſequence 
bl of that reſidence would be the relief and encou- 
| ragement of commerce: but the reverſe has been 
the conſtant and uniform effect of it: fo that the 
commerce of the town, from the embarraſiments 
i | in which it has been lately involved, is greatly 
| reduced. For the particulars on this head, fee 
the ſtate of the trade not long fince drawn up: 
Ll and tranſmitted to England by a committee. of 
| the merchants of Boſton. . 

y The refidence of the Commiſtibnens here, * 
bien detrimental not only to the commerce, but 
to the political intereſts of the town and pro- 
vince; and not only ſo, but we can trace from 
| it the cauſes of the late horrid maſſacre. Soon 
after their arrival here in November 1767, in- 
ſtead of confining themſelves to the proper bu 
ſineſs of their office, they became partizans of 
Governor Bernard in his political ſchemes; and 
had the weakneſs and temerity to infringe upon 
one of the moſt eſſential rights of the houſe of 


commons of this province ——that of giving 
1 = their 


* 
A 
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their votes with freedom, and not being account 


able thereof but to their conſtituents. One of 


the members of that houſe Capt. Timothy Fol- 
gier, having voted in ſome affair contrary to the 
mind of the ſaid Commiſſioners, was for ſo doing 


diſmiſſed from the office he held under them. 


Theſe proceedings of theirs, the difficulty of 
acceſs to them on office-buſineſs, and a ſuperci- 
lious behaviour, rendered them diſguſtful to peo- 
ple in general, who in conſequence thereof 
treated them with neglect. This probably ſti- 
mulated them to reſent it: and to "vis their 
reſentment felt, they and their coadjutor Gover- 
nor Bernard, made ſuch repreſentations to his 
majeſty's miniſters as they thought beſt calculated 
to bring the diſpleaſure of the nation upon the 
town and province: and in order that thoſe repre- 


| ſentations might have the more weight, they are 


ſaid to have contrived and executed plans for ex- 


citing diſturbances and tumults, which otherwiſe 


would probably never have exiſted; and when 
excited, to have tranſmitted to the miniſtry the 
moſt exaggerated accounts of them. 

Theſe particulars of their conduct his majeſty 8 


Council of this province have fully laid open in 


their proceeding in council, and in their addreſs 


| | to General Gage, in July and October 1768; 


and in their letter to Lord Hilſborough of the 


15th of April 1769. — Unfortunately for us, 


they have been too ſucceſsful in their {aid repre- 
ſentations, which in conjunction with Governor 


Bernard's, have occaſioned his majeſty's faithful 


ſubjects of this town and province to be ene 
as 


E 
as enemies and rebels, by an invaſion of the 
town by ſea and land: to which the approaches 


were made with all the circumſpection, uſual 


where a vigorous oppoſition is expected. While 
the town was ſurrounded by a conſiderable num- 
ber of his majeſty's ſhips of war, two regiments 
landed and took poſſeſſion of it; and to ſupport 
theſe, two other regiments arrived ſome time 
after from Ireland; one of which landed at Caſtle- 
Iſland, and the other in the tov/n. 

Thus were we, in aggrevation of our other 
embarraſſments, embarraſſed with troops, forced 
upon us contrary to our inclination—contrary to 
the ſpirit of Magna Charta,—contrary to the 
very letter of the Bill of Rights, in which 
it is declared, that the raiſing or keeping a ſtand- 
ing army within the kingdom in time of peace, 
unleſs it be with the conſent of parliament, is 
azainſt law—and without the defire of the civil 
magiſtrates, to aid whom was the pretence for 
ſending the troops hither, who were quartered 
in the town in direct violation of an act of par- 
liament for quartering troops in America: and 
all this in conſequence of the repreſentations of 
the ſaid Commiſſioners and the ſaid Governor, 
as appears by their memorials and letters lately 
publiſhed. 

As they were the procuring cauſe of troops 
being ſent hither, they muſt therefore be the re- 
mote and a blameable cauſe of all the diſtur- 
bances and bloodſhed that have taken 8 in 
conſequence of that meaſure. Fa 

But 
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But we ſhall leave them to their on reflec- 
tions, after obſerving, that as they had ſome 


months before the arrival of the troops, under 


pretence of ſafety to their perſons, retired from 
town to the Caſtle, ſo after the arrival of the 
troops, and their being quartered in the town, 
they thought proper to return: having anſwered, 
as they doubtleſs thought, the purpoſe of their 


voluntary flight. 


We ſhall next attend to the conduct of the 
troops, and to ſome circumſtances relative to 
them. Governor Bernard without conſulting 


the Council, having given up the State-houſe to 


the troops at their landing, they took poſſeſſion 
of the chambers, where the repreſentatives of the 


province and the courts of law held their meet- 


ings; and (except the council-chamber) of all 
other parts of that houſe : in which they conti- 
nued a conſiderable time, to the great annoyance 


of thoſe courts while they ſat, and of the met- 


chants and gentlemen of the town, who had al- 
ways made the lower floor of it their exchange. 
They had a right ſo to do, as the property of it 
was in the town: but they were deprived of 
that right by meer power.—The ſaid Governor 
ſoon after, by every ſtratagem and by every me- 
thod, but a torcible entry, endeavoured to get 
poſſeſſion of the manufactory-houſe, to make a 
barrack of it ſor the troops: and for that pur- 
poſe cauſed it to be beſieged by the troops, and 
the people in it to be uſed very cruelly; which 
extraordinary proceedings created univerſal un- 

| eaſineſs, 


11% 


ber ary! ariſing from the apprehenſion ; "hate 
oops auer e influence of ſuch a man would 


bien lee to effect the moſt dangerous pur- 
poſes : but failing of that, other houſes were pro- 


cured, in which, contrary to act of parliament, 
he cauſed the troops to. be quartered. © After 
their quarters were ſettled, the main guard was 
poſted at one. of the ſaid houſes, directly oppoſite 


to, and not twelve yards from, the State-honfſe, 
(where the General Court, and all the Law 


Courts for the County were held) with two 
field pieces pointed to the State- houſe. This 


ſituation of the main guard and field pieces 


ſeemed to indicate an attack upon the conſtitu- 


tion, and a defiance of law; and to be intended 


to affront the legiſlative and executive authority 
of the province. 


The General Court, at the firſt Seffion A 
the arrival of the troops, viewed it in this light, 
and applied to Governor Bernard to cauſe ach 
a nuiſance to be removed; but to no purpoſe. 
Diſguſted at ſuch an indignity, and at the appear- 
ance of being under dureſſe, they refuſed to do 
buſineſs in ſuch einn » and in conſe- 
quence thereof were adjourned to Cambridge, to 


the great inconvenience of the members. 


Beſides this, the challenging the inhabitants 
by centinels poſted in all parts "of the town be- 
fore the lodgings of officers, which (for about 
fix months, while it laſted) occafioned 2 


68 and great uneaſineſs— 
Capt. 


r Y 


11 

Capt. Wilſon's, of the goth, exciting the ne- 
groes of the town to take away their maſters 
lives and property, and repair to the army for 
protection, which was fully proved againſt him. 
— The attack of a party of ſoldiers on ſome of 
the magiſtrates of the town—the repeated reſ- 
cues of ſoldiers from peace- officers the firing 


of a loaded, muſket in a public ſtreet, to the en- 


dangering a great number of peaceable inhabi- 
tants the frequent wounding of perſons by 
their bayonets and cutlaſſes, and the numerous 
inſtances of bad behaviour in the ſoldiery 
made us early ſenſible, that the troops were not 
ſent here for any benefit to the town or pro- 
vince, and that we had no good to expect from 
ſuch conſervators of the peace®. 1 

It was not expected however, that ſuch an 
outrage and maſſacre, as happened here on the 
evening of the 5th inſtant, would have been 
perpetrated. There were then killed and wounds 
ed, by a diſcharge of muſquetry, eleven of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, viz. | 
Mr. Samuel Gray, killed on the ſpot, by a 


ball entering his head. 


Criſpus Attucks, a molatto, killed on the ſpot, 
two balls entering his breaft. $9: 22 
Mr. James Caldwell, killed on the ſpot, by 
two balls entering his back. - | 


»The inhabitants, inftead of making application to the mi- 
litary officers on theſe occaſions, choſe rather to oppoſe the civil 
authority and the Jaws of the Jand to ſuch offenders; and had not 
the ſoldiery found means to evade legal puniſhments, it is more 


chan probable their inſolence would have received a cheek, and 


ſome of the moſt melancholy effects of it been prevented. 


Mr. 


1 2 


Mr. Samuel Maverick, a youth of: ſeventeen 


years of age, r wounded: he died the 
next morning. 11 


Mr. Patrick Carr bell wounded : ho died : 


'the 14th inſtant. 


. Chriſtopher Monk and John Clatk, Ions 
about ſeventeen years of age, dangerouſſy wound- | 


ed. It is apprehended they will die. 


Mr. Edward Payne, merchant, dancing at] bis l 


door, wounded. 

Meſſrs. John Green, Robert Patterſon, and 
David Parker, all dangerouſly wounded. 
The actors in this dreadful: tragedy were a 
party of. ſoldiers commanded by Capt. Preſton, 
of the.2gth regiment : This party, including 


the Captain, conſiſted of gh, who are all com- 


mitted. to goal. 


There are depoſitions in this affair, which 


| mention, that ſeveral guns were fired at the ſame 
time from the Cuſtom- Houſe ; before which this 
ſhocking, ſcene was exhibited, Into this matter 
inquiſition is now making. —In the mean time 
it may be proper to inſert here the lub@ance of 
ſome of thoſe depoſitions. | A 

Benjamin Frizell, on the evening of the th 
of March, having taken his ſtation near the weſt 


corner of the Cuſtom-Houſe in King-ſtreet, be- | 


fore and at the time of the ſoldiers firing their 
guns, declares (among other things) that the 
firſt diſcharge was only of one gun, the next 
of two guns, upon which he the deponent thinks 


he ſaw a man ſtumble : the third diſcharge was 
of 


AA 9p. fo Amino we. Yew A ne 


a. F Y a «= «a .- 8 EIS 1 * 


_ bh. Da. tans Je © ge heals. ak 


_— 

of three guns, upon which he thinks he ſaw-two: 
men fall; and immediately after were diſcharged. 
five guns, two of which were by ſoldiers on his 
right hand, the other three, as appeared. to the > 
deponent, were diſcharged from the balcony; or 
the chamber window. of the Gorton Hevde,: 
tbe flaſhes appearing on the left;band, and higher, 
than the right-hand flaſhes appeared. to be, and of- 
which the deponent awas very ſenſible, altho his 
eyes were much turned to the adler who were 
all on his right- hand. 

Gillam Baſs, being in Kiog-firect at * ae 
time, declares that they (the party of ſoldier rs 
from the main guard) poſted. themſelves 2 
the Cuſtom-houſe door, and the weſt corner of, 
it, and in a few minutes began to fire upon the 
people: Tuo or three of. the. flaſbes ſo high above 
the reſt, that he the deponent verily believes they 
muſt have come From 706, uso. Hauen WIn- 
do. 227 55 

Jeremiah Allen Joolavess that i in the, evening 
of the 5th day of March current, being at about 
nine o'clock in the front chamber in the houſe, 
occupied by Col. Ingerſoll in King- ſtreet, he heard 
ſome guns fired, which occaſioned his going in- 
to the balcony of the ſaid houſe.— That when 
he was in the ſaid balcony 5 in company with Mr. 
William Molineux, jun. and John Simpſon, "he 
heard the diſcharge of four or five guns, the 
flaſhes of which appeared to be to the weſtward 
of the centry box, and immediately after; he the 
deponent heard two or three more guns, and ſaw 


B 2 > the 


E 
be flaſhes thereof _ out of the . nov wid 
har 2 Cusrom-Houss, 48 they. evidently ap- 
; — and which he the faid deponent 
at the ſame time declared to the aforeſaid Moli- 
neux and Simpſon being then near him, ſaying 
te them; (at the ſame time pointing his hand to- 
wards the Cuſtom- Houſe) there "ey we: out of | . 
the Cuſtom- houſe. © 
George Coſter being in Kin g-fireet at the time 
above-mentioned, declares that in five or ſix mi- 
nutes after he ſtopped, he heard the word of 
command given to the ſoldiers fire, upon which 
one gun was fired, which did no execution, as 
che deponent obſerved, about half a minute after 
two guns, one of which killed one Samuel Gray 
a ropemaker, the other a molatto man, between 
which two men the deponent ſtood, after this 
the deponent heard the diſcharge of four. or five 
guns more, by the ſoldiers; immediately. after 
which che deponent heard the diſcharge of two 
guns or Piſtols, from an open window of the middle. 
Hory of the CusTom-Hovse, near to the place 
where the centry box is placed, and being but a 
ſmall diſtance from the window, he heard the 
ople from within ſpeak and laugh, and ſoon 
after ſaw the caſement lowered down; after 
which the deponent affiſted others 1 in carrying 
off one of the corps. 
Cato, a negro man, ſervant to Tuthill Hub- 
bart, Eſq; declares, that on Monday evening the 
th of March current, on hearing the cry of fire, 
ins ran into King-ftreet, where he ſaw a number 


Ein 
of people aſſembled before the Cuſtom- Houſe, 
that he ſtood near the centry- box and ſaw the 
foldiers fire on the people, who ſtood in the mid- 


dle of the ſaid ſtreet; directly after which he fow 


two flaſhes of guns, one quick upon the other, from 
tbe chamber | window: of the CusTom*sHovusx ; 


and that after the firing was all over, while the 


people were carrying away the dead and wound- 
ed, be fawo tbe Cufttm- Houſe door opened, and 
| ſeveral foldiers (one of: whom had a: cutlnſs) go 


into the Catom. Houſe and ſhut the An alter 
them. 


Benjamin Andrews declares, that bein; g  defired 


| by the commirtee of enquiry to take the ranges 


the holes made by muſquet balls, in two houſes 
near oppoſite to the Cuſtom- Houle, he finds the 
bullet hole in the entry door poſt of Mr. Payne's 
houſe, (and which graz'd the edge of the door, 


| before it enter d the poſt, where it lodged, two 
and a half inches deep) ranges ju/t under the flool 
ef the weflernmoſt lower chamber. window of the 


CusToM-HousE. 
Samuel Drowne, WW the nd of his depo- 


0 ſition {which contains a pretty full account of 
the proceedings of the ſoldiers on the evening of 
the 5th inſtant) declares, that he ſaw the flaſhes 


of two guns fired from the CusToM-Hovse, 
one of which was out of a window of the chamber 
Teeftrvard of the batcony, and the other from the 
halcony; the gun (which be clearly diſterned) 
being pointed 45 the balliſters, and the per- 


"ſon who held the gun, in @ ſtooping poſture withe 


e 
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drew. himſelf into the houſe, having a handler 
7 er ſome kind of cloth over his face. 

Theſe depoſitions ſhew clearly that a number 
of guns were fired from the | Cuſtom-Houſe.— 
As this affair is now enquiring into, all the no- 
tice we ſhall take'of it is, that it diſtinguiſhes the 
actors in it into Street-Actors and Hane ore: ; 
which i is neceſſary to be obſerved. - | 

What gave occaſton to the. melanehaly event 
of that evening ſeems to have been this. 
difference having happened near Mr. Gray's 
ropewalk, between a ſoldier and a man belong- 
ing'to it, the ſoldier challenged the ropemakers 
to a boxing match. The challenge was accepted 
by one of them, and the ſoldier worſted. He 
ran to the barrack in the neighbourhood, and 
returned with ſeveral of his companions. - The 
fray was renewed, and the ſoldiers were driven 


off. They ſoon nd with recruits and were 


again worſted. This happened ſeveral times, 
till at length a conſiderable body of ſoldiers was 
collected, and they alſo were driven off, the 
ropemakers having been joined by their brethren 
of the contiguous ropewalks. By this time 


Mr. Gray being alarmed interpoſed, and with 


the aſſiſtance of ſome gentlemen prevented any 
further diſturbance. To ſatisfy the ſoldiers and 


puniſh the man who had been the occaſion of 


the firſt difference, and as an example to the reſt, 
he turned him out of his ſervice; and waited on 


Col. Dalrymple, the commanding officer of the 


troops, and with him concerted meaſures for 
a preventing 


J 

preventing further miſchief. Though this af- 
fair ended thus, it made a ſtrong impreſſion on 
the minds of the ſoldiers in general, who thought 
the honour of the regiment concerned to revenge 
thoſe repeated repulſes. For this purpoſe they 
ſeem to have formed a combination to commit 
ſome outrage upon the inhabitants of the town 
indifcriminately ; and this was to be done on 
the evening of the 5th inſtant or ſoon after: as 
appears by the depotitions of the following Per 
ſons, viz: 

William Newhall declares, that on Thurſday 
night the firſt of March inſtant, he met four ſol- 
diers of the 29th regiment, and that he heard them 
lay, there were à. great many that would eat their 
dinners on Monday next, that ſhould not eat any 
on Tueſday. | 

Daniel Calfe declares, that on Saturday even- 
ing the 3d of March, a camp-woman, wife to 
James McDeed a grenadier of the 29th, came 
into his father's ſhop, and the people talking 
about the affrays at the rope-walks, and blamin 
the ſoldiers for the part they had acted in it, the 
woman faid, the ſoldiers were in the right; add- 
ing that before Tueſday or Wedneſday night they 
would wet their fwords or bayonets in New-Eng- | 
land people's blood, 

Mary Brailsford declares, that on Sabbath 
evening the 4th of March inſtant, a Soldier came 
a 0 houſe of Mr. Amos Thayer where ſhe then 

He defiring to ſpeak with Mr. Thayer 


was told by Mrs. * Thayer, that her bro- 
ther 
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ther was engaged, and could not be {poke 


I have a great regard for, and I came on-purpoſe 


to tell him to keep in his houſe, for tefore:Turfday 
night next at Troelve o'clock, there will be à great 
deal of bloodfhed, and a: great many lives lat: 
and added, that he came out of. a particular re- 
gard to her brother to adviſe him to Keep 1 in his 
houſe, for then he would be out of harm's way. 
He ſaid, your brother knows me very well: my 
name is Charles Malone. He then went away. 
Of the ſame import, and in confirmation of this 
declaration, are the depoſitions of Mary Thayer 
and Aſa Copeland, who both live with the faid 


Mr. Thayer, and heard what the ſoldier ſaid 


as abovementioned. It is alſo confirmed by the . 


depoſition of Nicholas Ferriter.. oy 


Jane Ufher declares, that about 90 clock on 
Monday morning the 5th of March current, 


from a window ſhe ſaw two perſons in the habit 
of ſoldiers, one of whom being on horſeback 
appeared to be an officer's ſervant. The perſon 
on the horſe firſt ſpoke to the other, but what 
he ſaid, ſhe is not able to ſay, though the win- 
dow was open, and ſhe not more than twenty 
feet diſtant: the other replied, He hoped be ſhould 
ſee blood enough ſpilt before morning. 


Matthew Adams declares, that on Monday ; 


evening the 5th of March inſtant between the 
hours of 7 and 8 o'clock, he went to the houſe 
of corporal Perſhall of the'2gth regiment, near 


17 where he law the. corporal and his 


wite 


He ſaid, your brother as you call him, is a i 5 
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wife; with one of the ſiſters of the ſaid regiment 
When he had got what he went for, and was 
coming away, the corporal called him back, and 
deſired him with great earneſtneſs to go home to 
his maſter's houſe as ſoon as buſineſs was over, 
and not to be abroad on any account that night 
in particular, for the ſoldiers were determined tos 
be revenged an the ropewalk people; ' and that 
much miſchief would be dune. Upon which the 
fifer (about 18 or 19 years of age) ſaid, be hoped 
in Gad they would burn the town down. On this 
he left the houſe, and the ſaid corporal called 
| after him again, and begged he would mind 
= what he ſaid to him. 

Caleb Swan declares, chat on Monday night | 
the 5th of March inftant, at the time of: the 
bells ringing for fire, he heard a woman's voice 
whom he knew to be the ſuppoſed wife of one 
Montgomery, a grenadier of the 29th regiment, 
ſtanding at her door, and beard ber ſay, it was 
not fire; the to em was too baughty and too prouds - 
and that many of their arſes world be laid low | 
before the morning. © #4 

Margaret Swanſborough 8 that: a. find = 
woman named Black Peg, who has kept much 
with the ſoldiers, on hearing the diſturbance on 
Monday evening the 5th-inſtant ſaid, be ſe/azers 
were not to be trod upon by the inhabitants; but 
would know before morning, "heck they 0 or che in- 
babitants were to be maſters. : 

Joſeph Hooton, junr. declares, that caſe 555 
from the South=end of Boſton on Monday even- 

© ing 
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ing the th of March inſtant, again Dr. Sewall's 
meeting he heard a great noiſe and tumult, with 


the cry of murder often repeated. Proceeding 
towards the town houſe he was paſſed by feveral 
ſoldiers running that way, with naked cutlaſſes and 
bayonets in their hands. He aſked one of them 
what was the matter, and was anſwered by him, 
by God you ſhall all know what is the matter 
ſoon. Between 9 and 10 o'clock he went into 
King-ftreet, and was preſent at the tragical 
ſcene exhibited near the Cuſtom-houſe; as _ 
ticularly ſet forth in his depoſition: © + 

Mrs. Mary Ruſſell declares, - that —— Brailf- 


ford a private ſoldier of the,fourteenth regiment; 


who had frequently been employed by her (when 
he was ordered with his company to the Caſtle, 
in conſequence of the murders committed by the 


ſoldiers on the evening of the 5th of March) com- 


ing to the deponent's houſe declared, that THEIR 
regament were ORDERED 70 hold themſelves in 
readineſs, and accordingly was ready THAT EVR- 


NING, upon the inbabitants. firing on the ſoldiery, | 


to come to the aſſiſtance of the ſoldiery. On which 
the aſked him, if he would have fired-upon'any 
of the inhabitants of this town. 'To which be 


| replied, yes, if he had orders: but that if he ſaw | 


Mr. Ruflell he would have fired wide of him. 


He alſo ſaid, 1“ well there was nd gun fired | 
by the inhabitants, for had there been, - WE xe 


have come to the ſoldier's aſſiſtance. .  _. 
By the foregoing depoſitions it appears very 


clearly, there was a general combination among 
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the ſoldiers of the 29th: regiment at leaſt, "to 
commit ſome extraordinaay act of violence upon 
the town; that if the inhabitants attempted to 
repel it hy firing even one gun upon thoſe fol- 
diers, the 14th regiment were ordered to be in 
readineſs to aſſiſt them; and that on the late 
butchery in King-ſtreet they actually were ready 
for that purpoſe, had a ſingle gun been fired on 
the perpetrators of it. | 

It appears by a variety of depwfitions that on 
the ſame evening between the hours of ſix and 
half after nine (at which time the firing began) 
many perſons, without the leaſt provocation, 
were in various parts of the town, inſulted and 
abuſed by parties of armed ſoldiers kame the 
ſtreets; particularly 

Mr. Ropert Pierpont declares, that between the 
hours of ſeven and eight in the ſame evening, 
three armed ſoldiers paſſing him, one of them 
who had a bayonet gave him a back-handed 
ſtroke with it, on complaint of this treatment 
he ſaid the deponent ſhould ſoon hear more of 1 * 
and threatned him very har. | 

Mr. Henry Baſs declares, that at q Gclack a 
pany of ſoldiers came out of Draper's-altey lead- 

ing to and from Murray's barracks,” and they 
being armed with large naked cutlaſſes, made at 
every body coming in their way, cutting and 


3 laſhing, and that he himſelf very narrowly eſ- 


caped receiving a cut from the n of them „ 
who purſued him. | 
Samuel Atwood: delares, - hays: 10 or 12 01. 
diers armed with drawn cutlaſſes, bolted out of 
C2 the 
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the alley leading from Murray's bartaclas into 
Dock -{quare, and met the deponent, who aſked 
them if they intended to murder people they 
anſwered, yes, by God, root and branch; faying. 
here is one of them; with that one of them 
ſtruck the deponent with a club, which:was re- 
peated by another, the deponent being unarmed 
turned to go off, and he received a wound on 
the left ſhoulder, which reached the bone, dif- 
abled him and gave him much pain. Having 
gone a few ſteps the deponent met Cu officers, 
and aſked them, gentlemen, what is the matter? 

they anſwered, you will ſee by and by; and as he 
2s; by Col. Jackſon” 8 he heard the _— rarth 
out the guards. 
pri t. | mn Kirkwood- declares, that. abvae 
nine — the elock in the evening of the fifth day 
of Mareh current, he was going by Murrays 
barracks, hearing a noiſe he ſtopt at Mr. Rhoads's 
door, oppoſite the ſaid barracks, where tlie faid 
Rhoads was ſtanding, and flood ſome time and 
ſaw the ſoldiers coming out of th> yard from 
the barracks, armed with cutlaſſes and bayonets, 
and ruſhing thro' Boylſtone's- alley into Cornhill, 
two officers, viz. Lieuts. Minchin and Dickfon 
came out of the meſs houſe, and faid to the 
ſoldiers, my lads come into the barracks and dont 
hurt the inhabitants, and then retired: into the 
meſs houſe. Soon after they came to the door 
again, and found the ſoldiers in the yard; and 
directly upon it, En/ign Mall came to the gate 
of the barrack your and you to the — turn 
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cut am I will frand by you ; this he repeated 
frequently, adding; 4:1} them! ſtiub them; inoct 
them down; run your bayonets thro' them, witly a 
great deal of language of lie import. Upon 
which à great number of ſoldiers came out of the 
barracks, with naked cutlaſſes beaded by ſaid Mall, 
and went thro the aforeſaid. alley, that ſome. offi» 
cers came and got the ſoldiers into their barracks, 
and that Mall 2vith his ſword or cutlafs draum in 
his band, as often- bad them out again, but were 
at laſt drove into their — by the afore- 
ſaid/Minchin and Dickfon. | 
- Mr. Henry Rhoads's declaration agrees with 
0 apt. Kirk woods. » 
"Mr. Matthias King of Halifax i m Nova Scotia, 
declares, that in the evening of the fifth day of 
March inſtant about nine of the clock, he was at 
his lodgings at Mrs. Torrey's near the toum pump, 
and heard the bells ring and the cry of fire; upon 
which he went to the door and ſaw ſeveral ſol- 
diers come round the ſouth ſide of the town- 
houſe, armed with bayonets, and ſomething 
which he took to be broad ſwords; that one 
of thoſe people came up almoſt to him and Mr. 
Bartholomew Kneeland ; and that they had but 
jaſt time to ſhut the door upon him; otherwiſe 
he is well aſſured they muſt have fell victim to 
their boundleſs — He afterwards went 
into the upper chamber of the faid houſe, and 
was looking out.of the window when the drum 
and the guard went to the barrack, and he ſaw 
one of the guards kneel and preſent his piece 
with 
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with a bayonet fixed, and heard. him ſwear. he: 
would fire upon a parcel of boys who were then 
in the ſtreet, but he did not: he furthet declares, . 
that when the body of troops was , drawn ub be-" 
fore the guard boaſs (which was. preſently. after 
the maſſacre) he beard an officer ſay to. another, 
tbat this was fine work, and juft what he wanted; 
but in the hurry he could not ſee him, ©. as 10 
know him again. 6 

Robert Polley declares, thato on Mondayev even- 
ing the 5th inſtant, as he was going home, he 
obſerved about ten perſons ſtanding near Mr. 
Taylor's door, after ſtanding there a ſmall ſpace 
of time he went with them towards Boylſton's-- 
alley oppoſite to Murray's barracks; we met in 
the alley about eight or nine armed ſoldiers, 
they aſſaulted us, and gave us a great deal of 
5 45 language, we then drove them back to 
the barracks with ſticks only; we looked for 
ſtones or bricks, but could find none, the ground 
being covered with ſnow ; ſome of the lads diſ- 
a and he the ſaid Polley with a few others. 
were returning peaceably home, when we met 
about nine or ten other ſoldiers armed: one of 
them ſaid, Where are the ſons of bitches: 
they ſtruck at ſeveral perſons in the ſtreet, and 
went towards the head of the alley. Two officers. 
came and endeavored to get them into their bar- 
racks; one of the lads propoſed to ring the bell; 
the ſoldiers went thro' the alley, and the boys 
huzza'd and ſaid they were gone thro' the oyal. 


exchange lane into King-ſtreet.,, 
| ” "kb 
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Samuel Drowne. .declares, that about nine 'of 
the clock of the evening of the fifth of March 
current, ſtanding at his own door in Cornhill, 
he ſaw about 14 or 15 ſoldiers of the 29th re- 
giment, who came from Murray's barracks armed 

with naked cutlaſſes, ſwords, &c. and came upon 
the inhabitants of the: town, then ſtanding or 
walking in Cornhill; and abuſed ſome, and vio- 
lently aſſaulted others as they met them; moſt 
of whom were without ſo much as a flick in 
their hand to'defend themſelves, as he very clear- 
ly could difcern, it being moon light, and him- 
ſelf being one of the aſſaulted perſons. All or 
moſt of the ſaid ſoldiers he ſaw go into King- 
ſtreet, (fome of them through royal exchange 
lane) and there followed them, and ſoon diſ- 
covered them to be quarrelling and fighting with 
the people whom they ſaw there, which he thinks 
were not more than a dozen, when the ſoldiers 
came there firſt, armed as aforeſaid. Of thoſe 
dozen people, the moſt of them were gentlemen, 

_ ſanding together a little below the town-houfe, 
upon the exchange. At the appearance of thoſe 
| folders fo armed, the moſt of the twelve perfons 
went off, ſome of them being firſt affaulted. 

The violent proceedings of this party, and 
their going into King- ſtreet, “ quarrelling and 
fighting with the people whom they ſaw there,” 
(mentioned in Mr. Drowne's depoſition) was im- 
Wanne introductory to the grand cataſtrophe. 

Theſe aſſailants, who iſſued from Murray's 

barracks (fo called) after attacking and wound- 
ing 
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ng divers perſons in Cornhill, as above men- 
tioned, being armed, proceeded (moſt of them) up 
the royal exchange lane, into Kingsftreet ; 


where making a ſhort ſtop, and after aſſaulting 


and driving away the few they met there, they 
brandiſhed their arms, and cried out, where are 
the Boogers ! where are the Cowards. At this 
time there were very few perſons in the ſtreet 
beſide themſelves. This party in proceeding 
from Exchange -lane into King- ſtreet muſt paſs 
the centry poſted at the weſterly corner of the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, which butts on that lane and 
fronts on that ſtreet. This is needful to be 
mentioned, as near that ſpot and in that ſtreet 
the bloody tragedy was acted, and the ſtreet-ac- 
tors in it were ſtationed: their ſtation being but 


a few feet from the front fide of the taid Cuſtom- 


Houſe.—— The outrageous behaviour and the 
threats of the ſaid party occaſioned the ringing 
of the meeting houſe bell near the head of King- 
ſtreet ; which bell ringing quick as for fire, it 
preſently brought out a number of the inhabi- 
tants, who being ſoon ſenſible of the occaſion 
of it, were naturally led to King-ſtreet, where 
the ſaid party had made a ftop but a little while 
before: and where their ſtopping had drawn to- 
gether a number of boys, round the centry at the 


Cuftom-Houſe. Whether the boys miſtook the 


centry for one of the ſaid party, and thence took 
occaſion to differ with him, or whether he fart: 
affronted them, which is affirmed in ſeveral depo- 
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ftions, however that may be, there was mite 
foul language between them: and ſome of them 
in conſequence of his puſhing at them with his 
bayonet, threw ſnow. balls at him *: which ocea- 
ſioned him to knock haſtily at the door of the 
Cuſtom- Houſe. . From hence tw6 perſons there- 
upon-proceeded immediately to the main. guard, 
which was poſted (oppoſite to the State-houſe) at 
a ſmall diſtance near the head of the faid ſtreet. 
The officer on guard was Capt. Preſton, who 
with ſeven or eight ſoldiers with fire arms, and 
charged bayonets, iſſued from the guard houſe, 
and 1n great haſte poſted himſelf and his ſoldiers 
in the front of the Cvſtom-Houſe near the cor- 
ner aforeſaid. In 'paſſing to this ſtation the 
ſoldiers puſhed ſeveral perſons with their bay- 
onets, driving through the people in fo rough 
a manner that it appeared they intended to 
create a diſturbance. This occaſioned ſome. 


Since writing this narrative; ſeveral depoſitions have appeared, 
which make it clear, that the centry was firſt in: fault. He 
dverheard a barber's boy; ſaying that a captain of the 14th (Who 
had juſt paſſed by) was ſo mean a fellow as not to pay his bar- 
ber for ſhaving him; upon this the centry left his poſt and 
followed the boy into the middle of the ſtreet, where he told 
him to ſhew his face: the boy pertly replied, I am not aſhamed. 
to ſhew my face to any man: upon this the centry gave him 
a ſweeping ſtroke on the head with his muſket, which made him 
reel and ſtagger and cry much. A fellow apprentice aſked. the, 
centry what he meant by this abuſe? He replied, damn your 
blood, if you do not get outof the way I will give you ſomething z 
and then fixed his bayonet and puſhed at the lads, who both 
run out of his way. This diſpute collected a few perſons a- 
bout the boy, near the cuflom-houſe. Preſently after this, the 
party above-mentioned came into King ſtreet, which was a fur- 
ther occaſion of drawing people thither, as above related. (See 
depoſition of Benja. Broaders and others.) | 
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ſnow balls to be thrown at them: which ſeems 
to have been the only provocation that was 
given. Mr. Knox (between whom and Capt. 
Preſton there was ſome converſation on the 
ſpot) declares, that while he was talking with 
Capt. Preſton, the ſoldiers of his detachment had 
attacked the people with their bayonets; and 
that there was not the leaſt provocation given to 
Capt. Preſton, or his party: the backs of the 
people being towards them when the people 
were attacked. He alſo declares, that Captain 
Preſton ſeemed to be in great haſte and much 
agitated; and that according to his opinion there 
were not then preſent in King-ſtreet above ſeven- 
ty or eighty perſons at the extent. 

The ſaid party was formed into a half circle, 
and, within a ſhort time after they had been 
poſted at the Cuſtom-Houfe, began to fire upon 
the people. 

Capt. Preſton is ſaid to have ordered them to 
fire, and to have repeated that order. One gun 
was fired firft : then others in ſucceſſion, and 
with deliberation, till ten or a dozen guns were 
fired ; or till that number of diſcharges were 
made from the guns that were fired. By which 

means eleven perſons were killed, and wounded, 
as above repreſented. 

Theſe facts with divers circumſtances attend- 
ing them, are ſupported by the depoſitions of a 
conſiderable number of perſons: and among 
others, of the following, viz. Meſſrs. Henry Baſs, 


Samuel Atwood, Samuel Drowne, James Kirk- 
wood, 


1 


wood, Robert Polley, Samuel Condon, Daniel 
Uſher, Joſiah Simpſon, Henry Knox, Gillam 
Baſs, John Hickling, Richard Palmes, Benjamin 
Frizzel, and others; whoſe idepoſitions are in 
the appendix. | | 5 
Soon after the firing, a drum with a party 
from the main guard went to Murray's and the 
other barracks, beating an alarm as they went, 
which with the firing had the effect of a ſignal 
for action. Whereupon all the ſoldiers of the 
29th regiment, or the main body of them, ap- 
peared in King-ſtreet under arms; and ſeemed 
bent on a further maſſacre of the inhabitants, 
which was with great difficulty prevented. They 
were drawn up between the State-Houſe and 
main guard: their lines extending acroſs the ſtreet 
and facing down King-ſtreet, where the town- 
people were aſſembled. The firſt line kneeled ; 
and the whole of the firſt plattoon preſented 
their guns ready to fire, as ſoon as the word 
ſhould be given. They continued in that poſture 
a conſiderable time. But by the good Provi- 
dence of God, they were reſtrained from firing. 
That they then went into King-ſtreet with 
ſuch a diſpoſition will appear probable by the 
two following depoſitions. | | 
Mrs. Mary Gardner, living in Atkiſon-ſtreet, 
declares, that on Monday evening the 5th of 
March current, and before the guns fired in 
King-ftreet, there were a number of ſoldiers aſ- 
ſembled from Green's barracks towards the ſtreet, 


and oppoſite to her gate; that they ſtood very 
| 85 IF 2 | ſtill 


WE 
ſtill until the guns were fired in King- ſtreet, then 
they clapped their hands and gave a cheer, ſay- 
ing, this is all that we want. They ran to their 
barrack, and came out again in a'few' minutes, 
all with their arms, and ran towards King-ſtreet. 
William Fallaſs declares, that (after the mur- 
der in King- ſtreet) on the evening of the 5th 
inſtant, upon his return home he had occafion 
to ſtop oppoſite to the lane leading to Green's 
barracks, and while he ſtood there, the ſoldiers 
ruſhed by him with their arms, towards King- 
ſtreet, ſaying, this 7s our time or chance: and that 
he never ſaw men or dogs fo greedy for their 
prey as thoſe ſoldiers ſeemed to be, and the ſer- 
jeants could hardly keep them in their ranks. 
Theſe circumſtances with thoſe already men- 
_ tioned, amount to a clear proof of a combination 
among them to commit ſome outrage upon the 
town on that evening; and that after the enor- 
mous one committed in King-ſtreet, they intend- 
ed to add to the horrors of that night by mak- 
ing a further ſlaughter. 1051 
At the time Capt. Preſton's party iſſued from 
the main guard, there were in King- ſtreet about 
two hundred perſons, and thoſe were collected 
l there by the ringing of the bell in conſequence 
i of the violences of another party, that had been 
| there a very little while before. When Captain 
1 Preſton had got to the Cuſtom-houſe, ſo great a 
/ part of the people diſperſed at. fight of the ſol- 
diers, that not more than twenty or thirty then 
remained in King- ſtreet, as Mr. Drownedeclares, * 
See his Depoſition. 
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and at the time of the firing not ſeventy, as Mr. 


Palmes thinks.“ 


But after the firing, and when the flau ohter 
was known, which occaſioned the ringing cf all 
the bells of the town, a large body of the inha- 


bitants ſoon aſfembled in King: ſtreet, and conti- 


nued there the whole time the 29th regiment 
__ was there under arms, and would not retire till 


that regiment and all the ſoldiers that appeared, 
were ordered, and actually went to their bar- 
racks; after which, having been aſſured by the 
Lieutenant Governor, and a number of the civil 
magiſtrates preſent, that every legal ſtep ſhould 
be taken to 'bring the criminals to juſtice, they 
gradually diſperſed. For ſome time the appear- 


ance of things was diſmal. The ſoldiers out- 


rageous. on the one hand, and the inhabitants 
juſtly incenſed againſt them on the other; both 
parties ſeeming diſpoſed to come to action. In 
this caſe the conſequences would have been ter- 
rible. But by the interpoſition of his Honour, 
ſome of his Majeſty's council, a number of civil 
magiſtrates, and other gentlemen of weight and 
influence, who all endeavoured to calm and pa- 


cify the people, and by the two principal officers 
interpoſing their authority with regard to the 
ſoldiers, there was happily no further bloodſhed 


enſued ; and by two o'clock the town was re- 


ſtored to a tolerable ſtate of quiet. About that 
'time, Capt. Preſton, and a few hours after, the 
party that hadfired, were committed to ſafe cuſtody. 


* See his depoſition. 
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One happy effect has ariſen from this melan- 
cholly affair, and it is the general voice of the 
town and province it may be a laſting one All 
the troops are removed from the town They 
are quartered for the preſent in the barracks at 
Caſtle-Ifland ; from whence it is hoped they 
will have a ſpeedy order to remove intirely out 
of the province, together with thoſe perſons 
who were the occaſion of their coming hither. 

In what manner this was effected, it is not fo- 
reign from the ſubject of this narrative to relate. 
The morning after the maſſacre, a tuwn-meet- 
ing was held; at which attended a very great 
number of the freeholders and other inhabitants 
of the town. They were deeply impreſſed and 
affected by the trajedy of the preceding night, 
and were unanimouſly of opinion, it was incom- 
patible with their ſafety that the troops ſhould 
remain any longer in the town. In conſequence 
thereof they choſe a committee of fifteen gentle- 
men to wait upon his honour the Lieutenant- 
Governour in Council, to requeſt of him to iſſue 
his orders for the immediate removal of the troops. 

The meſſage was in theſe words: 

Tat it 1s the unanimous opinion of this meeting 
that the inbabitants and ſoldiery can no longer 
live together in ſafety; that nothing can ratio- 
nally be expected to reſtore the peace of the town 
and prevent further blood and carnage, but the 
immediate removal of the troops; and that we 
therefore moſt fervently pray bis honour, that his 
power and influence may be exerted for their in- 
flant removal, His 


= 
His honour's reply, which was laid before 
the town then adjourned ta the old ſouth meet- 


* 


ing houſe, was as follows _ 1 125 


Gentlemen, | 1 
I am extremely forry for the unhappy differences 


between the inhabitants and troops, and eſpecially . 


for the ation of the laſt evening, and I bave ex- 
erted myſelf upon that occaſion, that a due enquiry 
may be made, and that the lau may have its courſe. 
I have in council conſulted with the commanding 
officers of the two regiments wwho are in the town, 
They have their orders from the General at Neu- 
York. It ts not in my power to countermand thoſs 
orders. The council have defired that the two 
regiments may be removed to the Caſtle. From 
the particular concern which the 29th regiment 
has had in your differences, Col. Dalrymple, who 
is the commanding officer of the troops, has ſig ni- 
fied that that regiment ſhall without delay be placed 
in the barracks af the caſtle, until he can ſend to 
the General and receive his further orders concern- 
ing both the Regiments, and that the main-guard 
ſhall be removed, and the 14th regiment ſo diſpoſed, 
and laid under ſuch reſtraint, that all oi 7 
future diſturbances may be prevented 


The foregoing reply having been read and 
fully conſidered the queſtion was put, Whether 
the report be ſatisfactory? Paſſed in the Ne- 
gative (only one diſſentient) out of upwards of 
4000 voters. Ns A 


A reſ- 


1 3 


A reſpectable committee was then appoltted | 
to wait on his honour the Lieutenant Governor, 
and inform him, that it is the unantmaus opinion 
of this meeting, that the reply made to a vote of 2 
the inhabitants preſented his honour in the morn- 
ing, is by no means ſatisfaftory; and that nothi ng 15 
leſt will ſatisfy, than a total 220 immeufart remo- 
val of all the troops. 


The c committee having waited upon the Lieut. 
Governor, agreeable to the foregoing vote, laid 
before the inhabitants the following vote of 
Council received from his Honour. 


His Honour the Lieutenant Governor laid be- 
fore the Board a vote of the town of Boſton, 
paſſed this afternoon, and then addreſſed the 


Board as follows: 
Gentlemen of the Council, 


« TI lay before you a vote of the fown of Boſton, 
which I have juſt now received from them, and J 
now aſe your advice what you judge neceſſary to be 
done upon it.” 

The council thereupon expreſſed themſelves to be 
unanimouſly of opinion, « that it was 5 ſolutely 
neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice, the good order 
of the town, and the peace of the province, that 
the troops ſhould be immediately removed out of 
the town of Boſton, and thereupon adviſed his 


Honour to communicate this advice of the council 
t9 


1 
fo Col. Dalrymple, and to pray that be would 
order the troops down to Caſtle William.” The 
committee alſo informed the town, that Col. Dal- 
rymple, after having ſeen the vote of Council, ſaid 
to the committee, 
& That he now gave his word of honour that 


he would begin his preparations in the morning, 


and that there ſhould be no unneceſſary delay until 
the whole of the two regiments were removed to 


the Caſtle.” 


Upon the above report being read, the inha- 
bitants could not avoid expreſſing the high ſatis- 
faction it afforded them. | 


After meaſures were taken for the ſecurity 


of the town in the night by a ſtrong military 
watch, the meeting was diſſolved. 


E APPENDIX. 


1 


7 N the concluding Paragraph of the foregoing Narras 
| I tive, it is ſaid, That the Town-Meeting was diſſolved 
after the meaſures were taken for the ſecurity of the Town 
in the night, by a ſtrong military watch. 


Our implacable enemies, in purſuance of their plan of 
miſrepreſentation, have taken pains to miſrepreſent this moſt 
_ neceſſary meaſure, by declaring it to have been contrary to 
the mind of the Commanider in Chief, and againſt Law. 


| This matter will be judged of, by ſtating the fact, and 
producing the Law. | | : 
When the Committee, who Had waited on the Lieutenant 
Governor, had reported to the Town, that the J robps would 
be removed to Caſtle-Iſland (at which time it was near night) 
it was thought neceſſary for the ſafety of the Town, and 
for preventing a reſcue of the perſons committed to goal; 
for firing upon, and killing a number of, his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, that there ſhould be a military watch: and divers 
zentlemen were defired to take the needful ſteps for that 

pufpoſe. It being then night, it was impoſsible a regular 
notification ſhould iſſue from the officers of the militia: a 
conſiderable number of reſpectable perſons therefore offered 
themſelves volunteers, and did the duty of a military watch 
under the direction of the Lieutenant Colonel, who attended 
that ſervice with the approbation of the chief Colonel of the 
Boſton regiment. The next day, with two of the Select- 
men of the Town, the chief Colonel went to the Lieutenant 
Governor, and they informed him, it was apprehended ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety of the Town, there ſhould 
be a military watch kept; and that the Colonel then waited 
upon him to receive his orders. The Lieutenant Governor 
declined giving any orders concetning it ; but ſaid, the Law 
was clear, that the Colonel, as chief officer of the regiment, 
might order a military watch ; and that he might do about 
it as he thought fit. In conſequence of this, and knowing 

the Law gave him ſuch a power, the Colonel iſſued his 
orders for that purpoſe, and a regular watch was kept the 
following night. The next 5 the Lieutenant W 
| 2 end 
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ſent for the Colonel, and let him know, that he was itt 
doubt about the legality of the appointment of the mili- 


tary watch; and recommended to the Colonel to take good 
advice, whether he had à right by Law to order ſuch a 


watch, 


expreſs himſelf with ſome fervor, He alſo, ſaid, he had al- 
ready taken advice, and had no doubt of his own power: 
but had the preceding day waited upon his Honor, as Com- 
mander in Chief, to receive his orders; which as his Honor 


had declined giving, and left the matter with himſelf, he 


had appointed a military watch, and judged it a neceſſary 
meaſure to quiet the fears and apprehenſions of the town. 
The interview ended with the Lieutenant Governor's re- 


commending again, that the Colonel: would take care, to 
proceed according to Law; and without his forbidding; 4 


% 


military. watch, 


This military watch was continued every night, till Col. 


Dalrymple had cauſed the two Regiments under his command 


to be removed to the barracks at Caſtle-Iſland. During the 


continuance of the watch, the Juſtices of the Peace in their 
turns attended every night; and the utmoſt order and regu- 
larity took place through the whole of it. Bk 


This is the ſtate of the fuct, upon which every one is leſb 


to make his own obſervations. 


Novy for the Law; with reſpe& to which nothing more is 


neceſſary than juſt to recite it: it runs thus, That there 


be military watches appointed and kept in every town, at 


fuch times, in ſuch places, and in ſuch numbers, and under 


ſuch regulation, as the chief military officers of each town 


{hall appoint, or as they may receive orders from the chief 
officer of the regiment *.” This needs no comment. It 
clearly authorizes the chief officer of the regiment to appoint. 
military watches. The late military watch in Boſton being, 
1 on ſuch an appointment, was therefore according. 
to Law. 2 8 | 


*:'See a Law of the Province for regulating the Militia, made 
in the 5th year of William and Mary, Chap. 7. F106. © 


This being quite unexpected, occaſioned the Colonel ta 
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APPENDIX 


Containing the ſeveral Depoſitions referred to 
in the preceding NARRAT TVR; and alſo 
other Depoſitions relative to the Subject of it. 


6 | (No. 1.) ; fs 

I John Wilme of lawful age, teſtify that about ten days be- 
fore the late maſſacre, Chriſtopher Rumbly of the 14th regi- 
ment was at my houſe at the north part of the town, with ſun- 
dry other ſoldiers; and he the ſaid Rumbly did talk very much 
againſt the town, and ſaid if there hu be any interruption, that 
the grenadiers company” was to march up King-ftreet; and that if any 
of the inhabitants would join with them, the women. ſhould be 
ſent to thecaſtle, or ſome other place; and that he had been in 
many a battle, and that he did not know but he might be ſoon in 
one here; and that if he was, he would level his piece ſo as not 
to miſs; and ſaid that the blood would ſoon run in the frreets of BeH 
ton; and that one Sumner of the ſame regiment did-ſay that he 
came here to make his fortune; and that he would as ſo fight 
or one King as another; and that the two gaps would be ſtop'd, 
ſaid one © the ſoldier's; and that they wweuld-/con /aveep: the fireets 
of Boſton: | 
7 424 further ſaith, that he heard a ſoldier's wife, named Eleanor 
Park, ſay, that if there ſhould be any diſturbance in the town of 
Boſton, and that if any of the people were wounded, ſhe would 
take a ſtone in ker handkerchief and beat their brains out, and 
Plunder the rebels — And further I ſay not. 7 


JOHN WILME. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Bofton, March 21, 1770, John Wilme abovenamed 
after due examination, made oath to the Truth of the 
aforeſaid Afidarvit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 

e the: Thing. | | 
Before, Joun Ryppock, Juſt. Peace-and-of the Quorum, 
And, Jonx Hitt, Jus. Peace, q 

Jo. 


1 2 1 


e 


1 Sarah Wilme of lawful age, teſtify that about ten days befare 


the late maſſacre, Chriſtopher Rumbly of the 14th regiment 
was at our houſe at the north part of the town, with ſundry other 
ſoldiers ; and he the ſaid Rumbly did talk very much againit the 
town, and ſaid if there ſhould be any interruption, that the gre- 


nadiers company was to march up King-ſtreet; and that if any 


of the inhabitants would join with them, the women ſhould be 
{ent to the caſtle or ſome other place; and that he had been in 
many a battle; and that he did not know but He might be ſoon in 
ane here; and that if he was, he would level his piece Jo as liot to 
miſs; and ſaid that the blood would Joon run in the ſtreets of Boſton ; 
and that one Sumner of the ſame regiment did fay that he cime 
here to make his fortune, and that he would as Joon fight for one 


King as another; and that the two gaps would be ſtop'd faid. 


one of the ſoldiers; and that they would ſoon faveep the ftreets of 
Boſton. And further ſaith not. SARAH ü WILME. 
Suffolk, fl. Boſfon, March 21, 1770. Sarah Wilme above. 
- named, after due examination, made oath to the truth. of 
the aforeſaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
P the Thing. J 

Before, Joun Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 

And, Jonx Tu pon, Juſtice Peace, | ; 


(No. 3.) 


1 David Cockran of lawful age, teſtify that I went to the 
| houſe of Mr. John Wilme to pay him a viſit in the evening 
about ten days before the late maſſacre, and there I found four 


or five ſoldiers, and after ſome time the ſaid Mime told me not to 


Be out in the night of ſuch a day (though I cannot poſitively ſay 
what day) whereupon I aſked him what he meant, and he told me 
that there would be diſturbances, or words to that effet; and that one 
of the ſaid ſoldiers took me by the arm, and /aid the blood would 
ſoon run in the ſtreets of Bojion. And further ſaith * 
| is 
Atteſt. EL Is HA STORY, David 1 
| | | Mark. 

Suffolk, ff. Boſfon, March 21, 1770. David Cockran abowe- 
| named, afier due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the aforeſaid Afiduvit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 

brance of the Thing, 


Before, Jon x Ruvpock, Juſt. peace and of the Quorum. 


And, John HIT r, Jus. Peace. 
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No. 4.) 
ILLIAM NEWHALL, living in Fiſh-ſtreet, of Iawful 
: age, teſtifies and ſays, that on Thurſday night, being 
the firſt of March inſtant, between the market and Juſtice Quin- 
cey's, he met four ſoldiers of the 2 29th' regiment, all unarm'd, 
and that he heard them ſav, there was a great many that wwould 
eat their dinners on Monday next, that ſhould not eat any on Tuęſday. 
WILLIAM NEWHALL. 
NY iT. Boſton, March 21, 1770. William Newhall above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the T>uth of 
the afortſaid Affidavit, talen to perpetuate the remem- 
5 brance of the Thing. 
Before, Jon x Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Joun HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 5.) | 
Nicholas Feriter, of lawful age teſtify, that on Friday the 
ſecond inſtant, about half after 11 o'clock, A. M. a ſoldier 


turned with eight or nine more ſoldiers armed with — and 
began as I was told with three or four men in Mr. Gray's ware- 
houſe, aſking them why they had abuſed the ſoldier aforeſaid? 
Theſe men in the warehouſe paſſed the word down the walk for 
the hands to come up, which they did, and ſoon beat them off. 
In a few minutes the ſoldiers appeared again at the ſame place, 
reinforced to the number of thirty or forty, armed with clubs and 
cutlaſſes, and headed by a tall negro drummer with a cutlaſs chained 
to his body, with which at firſt rencounter I received a cut on the 
head, but being immediately ſupported by nine or ten more of 
the rope-makers, armed with their wouldring ſticks, we again 
beat them off. And further | ſay not. 
NICHOLAS FERITER. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Nicholas Feriter abowe-, 


mentioned, after due examination," made oath to the afore- 
aid Affidavit, t alen to perpetuate the remembrance 8 the 
Thing * 
Before, Joh Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Jon x Rix, Juſt. Peace. 
No. 


ET 
=. —_—_—_— | 3 
Jeffrey Richardſon, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on Fri- 
day the ſecond inſtant, about eleven o'clock, A. M. eight or 


ten ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, armed with clubs, came to Mr. 


Jobn Gray's rope-walks, and challenged all the rope-makers to come 
out and fight rhem.—All the hands then preſent to the number of 
thirteen or foutteen, turned out with their wouldring ſticks, and 


beat them off directly. They very ſpeedily returned to the rope- 


walk, reinforced to the number of thirty or forty,” and headed by 
a tall negro drummer, again challenged them out, which the ſame 
hands. accepting, again beat them off with conſiderable bruiſes, 


And further I ſay not. 155 
| . JEFFREY RICHARDSON. 
Suffolk, iT. Boſton, March 19, 1770. Jeffrey Richardſon abowe- 


named, after due examination, made oath to the Truth 

of the above Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 

brance of the Thing. | 
Before, RI: Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Joann HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 


EE (No. 7.) 

OHN Fiſher, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſaith, that on the 

ſecond day of March, between eleven and twelve o'clock, 
A. M. he ſaw about fix ſoldiers going towards Mr. John Gray's 


rope - walk, ſome with clubs; they had not been there long, before 


they returned quicker than they went and retreated into their 
barracks, and bro't out the light infantry company, with many 
others, and went againſt the rope-makers again; but were ſoon 
beat off as far as Green's-lane, the ſoldiers following and chaſing 
many perſons they could ſee in the lane with their clubs, and en- 
deavouring to ſtrike them, when a corporal came and ordered them 
into the barracks.—And further faith, that on Saturday the third 
inſtant, he ſaw the ſoldiers making clubs; and by what he could 

- . underſtand from their converſation, they were determined to have 
ſatisfaction by Monday. And further ſaith not. | 
> | JOHN FISHER. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Been, March 17, 1770. John Fiſher abowe-named, 

. after due examination, made oath to the Truth of the 

above Afidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance of 

the Thing. | | Fe 1185 

Before, Ri: Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Sau. PEMBERToy, Juſt, Peace. 
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1 john Hill, aged ſixty-nine, teſtify, that in the forenoon of 


corner of a paſſage-way leading from Atkinſon's-ſtreet to Mr. 
John Gray's rope-walks, near Green's barracks ſo called, 
when I ſaw eight or ten ſoldiers paſs the window with clubs; 
I immediately got up and went to the door, and found them 
returning from the rope-walks to the barracks. Whence they 
again very ſpeedily ee, now increaſed to the number 
of thirty or forty, armed with clubs and other weapons. In this 
latter company. was a tall negro drummer, to whom I called, 
You black raſcal, what have you to do with white people's quar- 


rels ? He anſwered, I ſuppoſe I may look on, and went forward. 


I went out directly and commanded the peace, ras, them I 
was in commiſſion ; but they not regarding me, knock'd down 


a rope-maker in my preſence, and two or three of them beating 


him with clubs, Iendeavourcd to relieve him; but on approach- 
ing the fellows who were mauling him, one of them with a 
great club truck at me with fuch violence, that had I not hap- 
pily avoided it might have been fatal to me. The party laſt 
mentioned ruſhed in towards the rope-walks, and attacked the 


rope-makers nigh the tar-kettle, but were ſoon beat off, droye 


out of the paſſage-way by which they entered, and were followed 
by the rope-makers, whom I perſuaded to go back, and they 
readily obeyed. And further I fay not. | 

JOHN HILL. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. John Hill, Eſq; above- 
| named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
 __ membrance of the thing. | 
Before J Rt Dana, 9 of the Peace and of 
; Johx Ruppocr, the Quorum, 
| | (No. g.) ; 
1 John Gray, of lawful age, teitify and ſay, that on the Satur- 
day pm the maſſacre on the Monday cvening of the 
8th inſtant, Middleton, the chimney-fweeper, being at my 
houſe, ſaid to my maid, as ſhe informed me, that he was well 
acquainted with the ſoldiers, and they had determined to have 
their revenge of the rope-walk people ; being alarmed with this 
news, I determined to ſce Colonel Dalrymple on Monday morn- 
ing. At ſabbath ngon I was ſurpriz'd at hearing that Colonel 
Carr, and his officers, had enter'd my rope-walk, open'd the 
windows, doors, &c. giving out, that they were ſearching 
for a dead ſerjeant of their regiment ; this put me upon ung 
mediately waiting upon Colonel Dalrymple, to whom I related 
| F | what 


Friday the ſecond of March current, I was at a houſe the 


| 


9227 r . [ 6 3 n oon talen de ap tf 
what. I underſtood had paſſed at the rope- walk days before; he 
replied; it was much the ſame as he had heard front his people; 
but, ſays he, your man was the aggreſſor in affronting one of 
my people, by _—_ him if he wanted to work, and then tell- 
ing him to clean his little houſe. © For this expreſſion I diſmiſſed 
my journeyman on the Monday morning following; and further 

ſaid, I would do all in my power to prevent my people giving 
them any affront in future. He then aſſur'd me, he has, and 
ſhould do every thing in his power to keep his ſoldiers in order, 
and prevent their any more entering my ineloſure. Preſently 
after Colonel Carr came in, and aſked Colonel Dalrymple what 
they ſhould do, for they were daily loſing their men? that three 
of his grenadiers paſſing quietly by the rope-walks were greatly 
abufed, and one of them ſo much beat that he would die. He 
then ſaid, he had been ſearching for a ſerjeant who had been 
murdered ; upon which, I ſaid, yes Colonel, I hear you have 
been ſearching for him in my rope-walks ; and aſked him, 'whe- 
ther that ſerjeant had been in the affray there on the Friday? 
He replied, no; for he was ſeen on the Saturday. I then aſked 
him, how he could think of looking for him in my walks; and 
that had he applied to me, I would have waited on him, and 
opened every apartment I had for his ſatis faction. In tas 
nn BY ____ JOHN GRAY. 
Suffolk, M: Boſton, March 22, 1770. John Gray above-named, 
- **** © "after due examination, made oath to the truth of the 
above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 

mꝛembrance of the thing. ee 
Befbre RI. Dax a, Juſtice of the Peace and of the Quorum. 
n, d EH? 1 

ere (No. 10.) 5 | 
X Rchibald M*Neil, jun. of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, 
| that on Saturday the third inſtant, about half an hour 
after four in the afternoon, the deponent, with two apprentices, 
were ſpinning at the lower end of Mr. M*Neil's rope-walk, 
three ſtout grenadiers, armed with bludgeons, came to them, 
and addrefling the deponent, ſaid, You damn'd dogs, don't yon 
deſerve to be kill'd? Are you fit to die? The deponent and 
company being quite unaxmed gave no anſwer. James Bayley, 
a ſcafaring young man, coming up, ſaid to the deponent, &c. 
Why did you not anſwer ? One of the grenadiers, named 
Dixfon, hearing him, came up to Bayley, and aſked him, if 
he was minded to vindicate the cauſe ? Bayley alſo unarmed did 
not anſwer till James Young came up, who, though equally 
naked, ſaid to the grenadier, Damn it, I know what a ſoldier 15. 
75 - 88 That 
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That grenadier ſtood ſtill, and the other who had threatened 
the deponent came uꝑ and ſtruck at him, which Young fended 


off with his arms, and then nin aimed a blow at the depo- 
nent, which, had it reached, might probably ve heen fatal. 
Patrick ————, Mr. Winter Calef's journeyman, ae ng the 
affray, went into the tan-houſe, and bringing out two batts, 
gave one to a byſtander, who, together with Patrick, ſoon 
cleared the walk of them, and further ſaith not. 
TTF“ / NT 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17,1770. Archibald McNeil above 
named, after due examination, made oath to the above- 
| ait, taken to perpetuate the remembrance of the 
Before RI. Da xa, Juſtice of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joan Hir, Juſtice of Peace. 


| x | (No. 11.) | 
Af Ary Thayer, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that on ſab- 
bath day evening, the 4th current, a ſoldier of the 29th, 
named Charles Malone, came into Mr. Amos Thayer's houſe, 


brother to the deponent, and ſent a young lad, belonging to 


Mr. Thayer, up ſtairs to his maſter, deſiring him to come down 
to him. Mr. Thayer refuſed to come down, or have any thing 
to ſay to him. The deponent going down on other occaſion, 
ſaid, ſhe-would hear what the ſoldier had to ſay. And coming 
to the ſoldier, told him, her brother was engaged. The ſoldier 
ſaid, your brother, as you call him, is a man I have a very great 
regard for, and came here to deſire him to keep in the houſe, 
and not be out, for there would be a great deal of diſturbance 
and blood between that time and "Tueſday night at 12 O' clock. 


He repeatedly ſaid, he had a greater regard for Mr. Thayer than 


any one in Boſton, and on that account came to deſire him to 
keep in the houſe, which if he did there would be no. danger. 
After repeating the above frequently, he even turned at the door, 
and ſaid, my name is Charles Malone, your brother knows me 
well, and inſiſted very earneſtly, that the deponent would not 


neglect informing her brother, and further ſaith not. 


| | | . MARY THAVYER. 
Suffolk, iT, Boſton, March 17, 1770. Mary Thayer above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. | py 
Before R1. Daxa, Juſtice of the Peace and of the Quorum, 
X Joux Hill, Juſtice of Peace. Dm” ENS 
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Mary Brailsford, e teſtify and declare, that bn 
Sunday evening the 4th inftant, a perſon knocked at the 
door of Mr. Thayer's houſe; Mr. Thayer's lad went to ſee who 
it was ; the boy went up ftairs to his maſter, and the ſoldier 
came into. the room where I then was; Miſs Mary Thayer and 
the boy came down ſtairs into the fame room. Miſs Thayer 
told the ſoldier, her brother was engaged; and could not be 
oke with; he ſaid, your brother, as. you call him, is a man I 
ave a great regard for, and 1 came on purpoſe to tell him to keep 
in his houſe, for before Tueſday night next at 12 o'clock there 
will be a great deal of blood ſhed, and a great many lives loſt ; 
and added, that he came qut of particular regard to her brother 
to adviſe him to keep in his houſe, for then 1 would be out of 
harms way; he ſaid, your brother knows me very well, my name 
is Charles Malone; he then went away. And further ſaith not. 


i . 
© RR 9 5 MARY M BRAILSFORD, 
* Atteſt, Wm, Palfrey. RS: $37 
Suffolk, i. Boſton, March 17, 1770. Mary Brailsford above. 
; named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 

2 remembrance of the thing. | 

Before RI. Dana, Juſtice of Peace and of the Quorum. 


Joux HILL, Juſtice of Peace, 


1 - —— q 


2 EET (No. 13.) 

T Aſa Copeland, of lawful age, teſtify and declare, that on 

1 Sunday evening the 4th inſtant, a ſoldier, named Malone, 

came to the houſe of my maſter, Mr, Amos Thayer, and aſked 
for the young man thar lived in the houſe, I aſked him what 
voung man he meant ; he ſaid, the young man a carpenter, 

I ſuppoling he meant my maſter, told him he was up ftairs. 

He then ated me to go and call him, and ſaid he wanted to 

ſpeak with him : I then went up and told my maſter that Ma- 

lone was below, and wanted to ſpeak with him. My maſtet 

told me to tell him, he was engaged and could not go down, and 

ſaid, if he had any thing to ſay, he mult ſay it to his fitter, Miſs 

Mary Thayer, I then went down and heard ſaid, Malone ſay- 

ing to Miſs Thayer, I would have him keep in, for I have a 

greater regard for Mr. Thayer than for any other perſon in 

town; and added, I would have him keep in his own place, for 

by Tueſday night next, before twelve o'clock, there will be a great 

many lives loit, and a great deal of blood ſhed, which he re- 

| | peated 


fair, and further ſaith not. 
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peated ſeveral times. As he was going out of the door he turned 
bick and faid Mr. Thayer knew him very well, and had drink 
with him; that his name was Charles Malone. And further 
faith ne.. N ASA COPELAND. 
Suffolk, MN. Boſton; March 17, 1770. Aſa Copeland above- 
named, after due examination, made bath to the truth 

of the above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 

f brance of the thing. SAS” 
Before RI. DAN, Juſtice of Peace and of the Quorum. 
. Jonx Hitz, Juſtice of Peace. en 

. (No. 14.) HY 
John Brailsford, of lawful age teſtify, that on Monday even- 

J ing the 5th inſtant, as I was paſſing by the centry at Col. 
Dalrymple*s houſe in Green's Lane, I aſked a ſoldier named 
Swan of the 29th regiment; what was the reaſon of their peo- 
ple's going about armed with clubs in ſuch a manner, and 
troubling the town's people. Swan told me, you will ſee, you had 
better go home,- and more to the ſame purpoſe. When the guns 
were fired, I returned back and aſked Swan what that could mean; 
Swan waving his head, faid it's the guards, there is no {ſhot 
there : you had better go home, and by all his behaviour and 
diſcourſe he manifeſted his full acquaintance with the whole af- 
| JOHN BRAILSFORD, 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. John Brailsford above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 

of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 

_ remembrance of the thing. | . f 

Before Joyx Rp DOE, Juſt, Peace and of the Quorum. 

JohN HILL, Juſt. Peace. N 
„ | 
\ TAthaniel Noyes of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that on 
laſt Sabbath Evening, the 4th of March current, a little 
after dark, he ſaw five or ſix ſoldiers of the 14th and 29th re- 
giments, each of them with clubs, paſſing through Fore-ftreet, 
and heard them ſay, that if they ſaw any of the inhabitants of 
this town out in the {ſtreet after nine o'clock, they ſwore by God 
they would knock them down, be they who they will. | 
| Na. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. Nathaniel Noyes above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. 
Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
JohN HIL, Juſt. Peace. | 

| Richard 
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| i (No. 16.) 1 N 
D Ichard Ward, of lawful age, does teſtify and ſay, that on 
R the Lord's. day evening preceding the fifth day of March 
inſtant, about duſk, he went to ſee one Mr. Dines (who is a 
ſoldier in the 29th regiment, and who worked, When he was 
not upon duty, in Mr. John Piemont's, Peruke-maker's ſhop 
with the deponent, a journeyman to ſaid Piemont) the ſaid Dines 
lives near the barracks at New Boſton ; when your deponent was 
there, he heard one of the officers of the ſaid 2gth regiment ſay 
to the Serjeants, Don't let any of your people go out, unleſs 
there be eight or ten together. RICHARD WARD. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. Richard Ward above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 

remembrance of the thing. 
Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joan HiuiL, Juſt. Peace. e a * 


2 (No. 17.) ) 
Ane Uſher, of lawful age, #3. and fays, that about nine 
of the clock in the morning, of Monday the fifth day of 
March current, ſhe being in the front chamber of the houſe of 
John Scollay, Eſq; on Dock-ſquare, from the window, faw two 
rſons in the habit of ſoldiers, one of whom being on horſe- 
ack, _ to be an officer's ſervant : The perſon on the 
horſe ſpoke firſt to the other, but what he ſaid ſhe is not able to 
ſay, tho' the window was open, and ſhe not more than twenty 
feet diſtant ; the other replied, he hoped he ſhould ſee blood 
enough ſpilt before morning. JANE USHER. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. Jane Uſher above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 

remembrance of the thing. | 
Before RI. Dax a, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joun. HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 
o (No. 18.) | 

JN /F Atthew Adams (living with Mr. John Arnold). being of 

| lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that on Monday evenin; 

| the fifth day of March inſtant, between the hours of ſeven an 
eight of the clock, he went to the houſe of corporal Perſhal, of 
| the twenty ninth regiment, near Quaker-lane, where he ſaw 
| the corporal and his wife, with one of the fifers of ſard regi- 
i ment; when he had got what he went for, and was coming 
\| away, the corporal called him back, and deſired him with great 
| . earneſtnefs to go home to his maſter's houſe as ſoon as buſineſs 
ll | ET was 
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was. over, and: not be abroad on any account; that night ãn parti- 


cular, for the ſoldiers were determined to be revenged on the 
rope-walk people, anfl that much mifchief would be dene; upon 
which the fifer (about eighteen or nineteen years of age) ſaid, 
he hoped in Ged they would burn the town down; on this he 
left the houſe, and the ſaid corporal called after him again, and 
begged he would mind what he had ſaid to him, and further 
ſaith not. ve | MATTHEW ADAMS. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Matthew Adams above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before JohN Rup bock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 


JohN HILL, Juſt. Peace. | | 
| | (No 19.) | 
| ALEB Swan, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that laſt Mon- 
day night, the 5th of March, 1770, being at Mr. Sample's 
door, at the north part of the town near the North Battery, at 
the time of the bells ringing for fire, he heard a woman's voice, 
whom he knew to be the ſuppoſed wife of one Montgomery, a 
grenadier of the twenty-ninth regiment, ſtanding at her door, 
and heard her ſay it was not fire; the town was too haughty and 
too proud; that many of their arſes would be laid low before 
the morning: Upon which Suſanna Cathcart ſaid to her, I hope 
vour huſband will be killed. On which the woman replied, 
My huſband is able, and will ſtand his ground. | 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. Caleb Swan above-named, 
after due examination, made oath to the truth of the 
above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. 
Before JohN Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
JohN HILL, Juſt. Peace. 
| (No. 20.) | 
| Argaret Swanſborough, of lawful age, teſtiſies and ſays, 
M that a free woman, named Black Peg, who has kept 
much with the ſoldiers, on hearing the diſturbance on Monday 
evening the fifth inſtant, ſaid, The ſoldiers were not to be trod 
upon by-the inhabitants, but would know before morning, whe- 
ther-they or the inhabitants were to be maſters. Since which time, 
the ſaid Black Peg has ſold off her houſhold ſtuff and left the 
town, on her hearing what ſhe had ſaid before, was given in to 
the committee of enquiry, her art 
r | Margaret + Swanſborough, 


mark. 
Suſ olk, 


% 


„„ 


Buffolk, i, Boſton, March 20, 1770. Margaret n 
5 


afore- named, after due examination, made oath to t 
truth of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. 
Before Joun Ruppock, Juſt, Peace and of the Quorum, 
BELCRHER NorzEs, Juſt. Peace, 8 
(No. 21.) - 


TD bert Pierpont, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that going 
to ſee a ſick neighbour, between the hours of ſeven and eight 


on Monday evening the fifth current, two ſoldiers arm'd, one 
with a broad ſword, the other with a club, paſſed him near the 
Hay-market, going towards the Town-houſe, ſeeming in great 
haſte. In a few minutes they returned and hollowed very loud, 
Cc.onel. Before the deponent reached Mr. Weſt's houſe, where 
he was going, they paſſed him again, joined by another, with 
a blue dr, who had a bayonet, with which he gave the de- 
ponent a back-handed ſtroke, apparently more to affront than 
hurt him. On complaint of this treatment, he ſaid, the depo- 


nent ſhould ſoon hear more of it, and threatned him very hard, 


and further faith not. ROB. PIERPONT. 
Suffolk, iT. Boſton, March 16, 1770. Robert Pierpont, above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 

remembrance of the thing. | 
Before Ri. Dana, Juſt, of Peace and of the Quorum. 

JohN HILL, Juſt. Peace. ; 
(No. 22.) 

Y Ohn Brown, of lawful age, teſtifies, and ſays, that coming home- 
wards about nine of the clock on Monday evening the fifth 
current, he fell in with Nathaniel Boſworth, and walking ſlowly 


together, a little to the ſouthward of Liberty-tree, ſo called, 


they met a parcel of ſoldiers about ſix or ſeven in number, walk- 
ing very faſt into town, one of the foremoſt ſaid, damn you, 
ſtand out of the way, and ſtruck the deponent a blow on the 
breaſt, which made him ſtagger, and fall nearly to the ground, 
though he had ſheered out of the way. The ſoldiers preſſed 
along, curſing and damning, towards the Town-houſe, with na- 
ked bayonets in their hands. JOHN BROWN. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. John Brown, above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 


of the above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 


brance of the thing. 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 7 


JohN Hitz, Juſt. Peace, 
I William 
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The following depoſition ſhould have immediately preceded 
No. 5. 


5 (No. 23.) 5 
82 Boſtwick, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that on 
Friday the ſecond inſtant, between 10 and 11-0'clotk in 
the forenoon, three ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, came up to 
Mr. Gray's rope-walk, and William Green, one of the hands, 
ſpoke to one of them, ſaying, Soldier, will you work? The 
ſoldier replied, Ves. Green ſaid, Ihen go and clean my {—t- 
houſe. The ſoldier ſwore by the Holy Ghoſt that he would 
have recompence, and tarried a good while ſwearing at Green, 
who took no further notice of him, and then went off, and 
ſoon after returned to the rope-walk with a party of thirty or 
forty ſoldiers, headed by a tall negro drummer, and challenged 
the rope-makers to come out. All hands then preſent, being 


about 13 or 14, turn'd out and beat them off, confiderably 


bruiſed. And further faith not. 
| | SAMUEL BOSTWICE. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. Samuel Boltwick, 
| above-named, after due examination, made oath to the 
truth of the above afiidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. 22 
Before Ri. Dana, Juſtice of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joan HiLL, Juſtice of Peace. 


| 3 8 (No. 7 5 | 
William Tyler, of lawful age, do teſtify and ſay, that on 
the evening of the fifth of March, a little after nine o'clock; 


as I was coming up King: ſtreet, juſt before I got to the Cuſtom- 


houſe, I faw the centinel running after a boy, and immediately 
heard him cry out as tho? in great diſtreſs. I aſked the boy what 
was the matter, he told me the centinel had {truck him with his 
gun and bayonet, becauſe he aſk'd Capt. Goldfinch for ſome 
money that he owed him. The centinel ſaid that he ſhould not 
uſe an officer ill in the ſtreet. Soon after the boy left the cen- 
tinel and went away, and immediately ten or twelve ſoldiers 
came running up Silſby's-alley, crying out, Where are your Sons 
of Liberty? and went from thence to Cornhill. I further teſtify, 
that when the above complaint was made of the centinel's {trik- 
ing the barber's boy, there were ſew people in the ſtreet. I ſaw 
but five or {ix about themt who immediately diſperſed. I then 


left King-ftreet and went up to Cornhill. | | 
WILLIAM TYLER. 


| Suffolk, 


- (14 ] 10 
Suffolk, M. Boſton, March 21, 1770. William Tyler, abové- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. | N 
Before JohN Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joun Hill, Juſt. Peace. | 
Tp (No. 25.) 0 
Enry Baſs, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that going from 
| his houſe in Winter- ſtreet, on Monday evening the fifth 
of March, to ſee a friend in the neighbourhood of the Rev. Dr. 
Cooper's meeting-houſe ; that the bell was ringing for nine 
o'clock when he came out of his houſe, and that he proceeded 


down the Main-ftreet, and going near Draper's-alley, lrading 
to Murray's barracks, through which he purpoſed to paſs, heard 


ſome boys huzzaing, and imagines that there were fix or ſeven 
of them, and not more; and preſently after he ſaw two or 
three perſons in ſaid alley with weapons, but cannot poſitively 
lay ae they were.—Soon after ſeveral more came into the 
alley, and made a fally out, and thoſe that came out were ſol- 
diers, and thinks were all grenadiers, as they were ſtout men, 
and were armed with large naked cutlaſſes; they made at every 


body coming in their way, cutting and flaſhing ; the ſaid de- 
ponent very narrowly eſcaped receiving a cut from the foremoſt 


of them, who purſued him below Mr. Simpſon's ſtone ſhop, 


where he made a ſtand ; preſently after, going up Cornhill, he 


met an oyſter-man, who ſaid to the deponent, damm it, this is 
what I got by going up, and ſhewed the'deponent a large cut 


He had received from one of the ſoldiers with a cutlaſs over his 


right ſhoulder ; ſaid deponent thinking it not ſafe, but very dan- 
gerous for him to go through the'alley, he returned home by 
the way of King:ſtreet, through Royal Exchange-lane, and 
paſſed by the centinel at the corner of the Cuſtom-houſe ; and 
ſaid deponent further ſays, that he never ſaw fewer perſons in 
King-ſtreet, confidering the pleaſantnefs of the evening, and 
verily believes there were not twelve perſons between the Crown 
Coffee-houſe and the bottom of the 'Town-houfe ; he imagines 
it to be then about fifteen or twenty minutes after nine: After 
ſaid deponent got to the head of the 'Town-houſe, he met a 
great many perſons who enquired of him about the affair; the 
{aid deponent told them, there had been an affray by Mr. Mur- 
Tay's barracks, but that it was then over, and further this de- 


ponent ſaith not. 
HENRY BASS. 
Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. The above- named Henry 
Baſs perſonally appearing, and being carefully exa- 
mined and duly cautioned to teftify the whole truth, 
maketh ſolemn oath to the fore-written depoſition by 
him ſubſcribed, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of che thing. 
Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace and of the Quorum. 
Jonx HILL, Juſt. Peace, = 
by (No. 26.) 
William Le Baron of Boſton, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, 
I that on Monday evening the fifth day of this inſt. March. 
about ten minutes after nine o'clock, being in King-ftreet with 
my brother Francis Le Baron, ſaw a ſoldier, the centry ofthe 
Cuſtom-houſe door, running after a barber's boy, the boy called 
out as if he was in diſtreſs, and the ſoldier purſuing him with 
his firelock told him, if he did not hold his tongue he would put 
a ball thro' him, after which the ſoldier returned to his poſt ; 
immediately after this I heard a great noiſe in Silſby's-lane, 
fo called, and immediately about thirteen or fourteen ſoldiers 
appeared in King-ſtreet, near the Watch-houſe, with their 
drawn ſwords, cutlaſſes and bayonets, calling out, where are 
the damn'd boogers, cowards, where are your Liberty Boys ; at 
which time there was not more than eight or ten perſons in 
King-ſtreet ; one of the ſoldiers came up to me, damn'd me, and 
made ſeveral paſſes at me with a drawn ſword, the laſt of which, 
the ſword went between my arm and breaſt, and then J run, 
as I had nothing to defend myſelf, and was purſued by a ſol- 
dier with a naked bayonet, who ſwore he would run me through ; 
at which time your deponent cry'd Fire! and ſoon after the 
bells rung, and further your deponent ſaith not. | 
| WILLIAM Le BARON. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. William Le Baron above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing, 
Before RI. Da N a, Jaſt. of the Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joan HILL, Juit. Peace. 
(No. 27.) 
Illiam Lewis teſtifies and ſays, that on the evening fol- 
lowing Monday the fifth inſtant, about nine o'cloels, he 
paſing through King-ttreet, in order to go into Cornhill-ftreet, 
While he was croſſing King-ſtreet heard ſome people wrang- 
ling at the Cuſtom-houſe door, and he immediately ſee four 
| G 2 ſoldiers 


[16 ] 
* of the 29th regiment jump out from between the. 
Watch-houſe and the Town-houſe ſteps, at the eaſt end of the 
houſe, in their ſhort jackets with drawn ſwords in their hands; 
two of whom run after the deponent and purſued him cloſe 
until he got to his home in Cornhill-ſtreet, where juſt as he 
centered the door one of the ſoldiers ſtruek at him either with 
his ſword or bayanct, but the deponent rather thinks it was the 
latter, as he afterwards found a three-{quare. hole cut in the 
N:irt of his ſurtout, which he verily believes was made by the 
blow that the ſoldier ſtruck at him; and further ſaith not. 
WILLIAM LEWIS. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boon, March 20, 1770. William Lewis above- 
5 named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing, | 
Before JohN RuUppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
Jour Hits, Juſt. Peace. 
(No. 28.) 
Athaniel Thayer, of lawful age, teſtifies, that on Monday 
evening the 5th of March, about nine of the clock, as 
he ſat in his houſe in Cornhill, he heard a great noiſe, at which 
he went to the door, and ſaw a number of people by Mr, 
Quincy's door, ncar Murray's barracks, where he heard the 
ſticks and clubs going, upon winch fire was cried, preſently 
ran five ſoldiers, as he ſuppoſes from the main- guard, with 
{ſwords and cutlaſſes, ſwearing and damning, and ſaying, 
« where are they? cut them to pieces.” The ſoldiers in their 
waiſtcoats came to his door and inſulted him; ſo he ſhut his 
door and went in. | 
NATH. THAYER. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. Nathaniel Thayer 
ee named, after due Kannen, made oath ta 
the truth of the above aftidavit, taken to . 
the remembrance of the thing. 
Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joux HirL, Juſt. Peace, 
(No. 29.) 
Iſaac Parker, of lawrul age, teſtify and ſay, that being at 
Mr. Richard Salter's houſe on the evening of the fifth cur- 
rent, heard a great noiſe in the ſtreet, upon which I went to 
the entry door and taw a great number of ſoldiers in their 
jackets without ſlceves, having naked cutlaſſes in their hands, 
Aouriſhing them over their heads, one of whom aſſaulted ine 
| with 
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With a naked cutlaſs, aiming a ſtroke at my head, which I 
happily avoided by a fudden retreat in-doors. 
ISAAC PARKER. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. Iſaac Parker above- 
nan after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to PR ROO the 
remembrance of the thing. 
Before Rl. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
JohN HILL, Juſt. eg 
(No. 3 
Bartholomew Kneeland, of Palas, Merchant, being of 
lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on Monday evening the 
fifth inſtant, (being at my lodgings at the houſe of my ſiſter 
Mrs. Mehetabel Torrey, widow of the late Mr. Samuel Torrey, 
deceaſed) about fifteen minutes after nine of the clock, hearing 
a bell ring, which I ſuppoſed was for fire, went immediately to 
the front « door, followed by Mr. Matthias King, Mrs. 'Torrey, 
and two others of the family; ſtanding at the door for the 
ſpace of four or five minutes, I ſaw a number of ſoldiers with 
broad ſwords and bayonets in the main ſtreet near the town 
pump, making a great noiſe; one of the ſaid ſoldiers, when 
nearly oppoſite to me, ſpake to me in the following words, viz. 
Damn you, what do you do there? get in: To which I made 
no anſwer; the ſame ſoldier immediately croſſed the gutter, and 
coming up to me pointed his naked bayonet within lix inches of 
my breait ; I told him to go along, and then I retired into the 
houſe. In about half an hour's time after the above, I heard a 
volley of ſmall arms fired off in King-ſtreet ; and upon enquiry 
was told that three men were killed and one wounded, 
BART. KNEELAND. 
Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 12, 1770. Bartholomew Knee- 
land above-named, after due examination, made oath 
to the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. 
Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Jo HizL, Juſt. Peace. 
(No. 31.) 
1 Nathaniel Appleton, of lawful age, teſtify, that on Monday 
evening the 5th inſtant, between nine and ten o clock, 1 
was ſitting in my houſe in Cornhill, heard a noiſe in the 
ſtreet, I went to my front door and {wy ſeveral perſons paſſing 
ap and down the ſtreet, I aſked what was the matter; was in 
formed that the ſoldiers at Murray's barrack were quarrelling 
with 


$8 
with the inhabitants. Standing there a few minutes, I ſaw a 
number of ſoldiers, about 12 or 15, as near as I could I judge, 
come down from the ſouthward, running towards the ſaid bar- 
rack with drawn cutlaſſes, and appeared to be paſſing by, but 
on ſeeing me in company with Deacon Marſh at my door, they 
turned out of their courſe and ruſhed upon us with uplifted 
weapons, without our ſpeaking or doing the leaſt thing to pro- 
voke them, with the utmoſt difficulty we eſcaped a ſtroke by re- 
treating and clofing the door upon them. 

I further declare, that at that time my ſon, a lad about 12 
years old, was abroad on an errand, and ſoon came home and 
told me that he was met by a number of ſoldiers with cutlaſſes 
in their hands, one of which attempting to ſtrike him, the child 
begged for his life, ſaying, pray ſoldier ſave my life, on which 
the ſoldier replied, No, damn you, Iwill kill you all, and ſmote 
him with his cutlaſs, which glanced down along his arm, and 
knocked him to the ground, where they left him ; after the 
ſoldiers had all paſſed, the child aroſe and came home, having 
happily received no other damage than a bruiſe on the arm—I 
further declare that the above related tranſactions happened but 
a few minutes before the ſoldiers fired upon the people in King- 


Areet; and further ſaith not, | 
| | | NA'TH. APPLETON. 


Suffolk, Boſton, March 20. 1770. Nathaniel Appleton a- 
bove-named, after due examination, made oath to the 
truth of the above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing, ES. 

Before Joun Ruppock, Juſ. Peace and the Quorum. 

Joan HiLtL, Juſ. Peace, ; 

(No. 32.) hes 
Eremiah Belknap, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that on the 
) firſt appearance of the affray in Cornhill, on Monday even- 
ing the fifth inſtant, hearing a noiſe he ran to his door, and 
heard Mr. William Merchant ſay, he had been ſtruck by a ſol- 
dier, and preſently ſaw to the number of eight or nine ſoldiers 
come out of Boylſtone's-alley into the ſtreet, armed with clubs 
and cutlaſſes. The deponent went out into the ſtreet and 
defired them to retire to their barracks, upon which one of 
them, with a club in one hand and cutlaſs 1n the other, with 
the latter made a ftroke at the deponent; when finding there 
was no proſpect of ſtopping them, the deponent ran to the 
main-guard, and called for the officers of the guard. The 
reply was, there is no officer here. Several of the ſoldiers 
came out of the guard-houſe, and the deponent told _ if 
ere 
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than fifty or ſixty people in the ſtreet when the party came 
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there was not a party ſent down there would be bloodſhed 
Juſt as the deponent ſpoke theſe words he was attacked by two 
ſoldiers with drawn cutlaſſes, ſuppoſed of the party from Mur- 
ray's barracks, one at his breaſt and the other over his head, 


One of the guards ſaid this is an officer, meaning the deponent, 


I believe a conſtable; on which the two affailants retired, and 
put up their cutlaſſes. And further ſaith not. 
| | JEREMIAH BELKNAP. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. The above-named jere- 
miak Belknap perſonally appeared, and being care- 
fully examined, and duly cautioncd to teſtify the whole 
truth, maketh ſolemn oath to the fore-written depo- 
fition by him ſubicribed, taken to perpetugte the re- 
membrance of the thing. | ST 
Before RI. DANA, Juſtice of Peace and of the Quorum. 
JohN HiLL, Juſtice of Peace, 
(No. 33.) 


1 hn Coburn, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on the even- 


ing of the 5th of March inſtant, being alarmed by the cry 
of fire, and ringing of bells, ran out of my houſe with my bags 
and bucket; upon going to Mr. Payne's door, he told me ic 
was not fire, it was a riot; I ſent my buckets home again, ank 
went to Mr. Amory's corner with Mr. Payne, and Mr. Walker 
the builder came along, and ſaid the ſoldiers were in the ſtreet 
in Cornhill and Dock-ſquare, with their drawn cutlaſſes, cut- 
ting and ſlaſhing every body in their way, and the inhabitants 
wanted help, and ſaid, pray gentlemen run, or words to that 
purpoſe. I returned again to my houſe, and a few minutes 
after, at the head of Royal Exchange-lane, in the ſtreet, I ſaw a 


few, notexceeding fifteen or twenty perſons, ſtop, as I ſuppoſed 


talking what had happened. I went to Mr, Payne's door and 
ſtood in his entry with him, I believe, about ten or fifteen 
minutes, and heard ſome words with the people and the centi- 
nel, ſuch as, Do fire if you dare; but no further than words, 
not ſo much as to touch him, as I ſaw, neither did I {ee more 
than five or ſix that had ſo much as ſticks in their hands, all 
entirely unarmed, without any weapons. Mr. Harriſon Gray, 
Jun. came into the entry to us, and upon this immediately 
came an officer, with a party of ſix or ſeven men, with their 
guns breaſt-high, and clear'd the way, and by their behaviour 1 
did not know . they would fire; I ſaid it was not prudent to 
tarry there, went directly into my houſe, and called all my 
family in. To the beſt of my judgment, there were not more 


and 


| 1 8 3 
and J believe it was not exceeding two minutes from the time 
that 1 left Mr. Payne to the firing of the guns, and farther your 
deponent ſaith not. | JOHN COBURN. 
Suffolk, if. Boſton, March 16, 1770. The above-named John 
Coburn perſonally appearing, and being carefully examin- 
ed, andduly cautioned to teſtify the whole truth, maketh 
ſolemn oath to the afore-written depoſition by him ſub- 
ſcribed, taken to perpetuate the remembrance of the 
thing. | ; 
Before Rr. Daxa, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
Jorn HILL, Juſt, Peace. 


| | (No. 34.) 

1 Robert Polley, of lawful age, teſtify and declare, that on Mon- 
1 day evening, the 5th inſtant, as J was going home, obſerv- 
ed about ten perſons ſtanding near Mr. Taylor's door; after 
ſtanding there a ſmall ſpace of time, I went with them towards 
Boyliton's-alley oppoſite toMurray's barracks ; we met in the at- 
ley about eight or nine ſoldiers, ſome of whom were armed with 
drawn ſwords and cutlaſſes, one had a tongs, another a ſhove], with 
which they aſſaulted us, and gave us a great deal of abuſive lan- 
guage, we then drove them back to the barracks with fticks 
only; we looked for ſtones or bricks, but could find none, the 
ground being covered with ſnow : ſome of the lads diſperſed, 
and myſelf with a few others, were returning peaceably home, 
when we met about nine or ten other ſoldiers armed with a naked 
cutlaſs in one hand, and a flick or bludgeon in the other. One of 
them ſaid, Where are the ſons of bitches ?” They ſtruck at ſe- 
veral perſons in the ſtreets, and went towards the head of the al- 
ley. Two officers came and endeavoured to get them into the 
barracks. One of the lads propoſed to ring the bell. The ſol- 
diers went thro” the alley, and the boys huzza'd and ſaid, . they 
were gone thro? Royal Exchange-lane into King-ftreet. Myſelf 
and ſome of the boys then went into King-ftreet, I ſaw two or 
three ſnow-balls ſtrike the fide of the Cuſtome-houſe, near which 
a centinel ſtood. The centinel kept the boys off with his bayo- 
net charged breaſt-high, which he puſhed frequently at them. 
then ſaw eight or nine ſoldiers with a leader come from the 
main guards towards the Cuſtom-houſe, where they drew up, 
three facing up the ſtreet, and three fronting the ſtreet. They 
kept continually ſtriking and puſhing with their bayonets at 
the people, who preſſed towards them, without offering any 
inſult as I ſaw. 1 then went down Royal Exchange-lane, when 


I was in the middle of the lane, I heard the diſcharge of a gun, 
which 
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which was immediately followed by about ſeven others. And 
further ſaith not, © 2 his 
| | Robert + Polley. 
Atteſt. Wm. Palfrey, | anne 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſfon, March 17, 1770. Robert Polley abowvenamed, 
241 fer due examination, made oath to the truth of the above 
Affidavit. Taken 10 perpetuate the remembrance of the 
things ''.: 2 £2. Fs, 


| Before, Ri: Dana, Jus. of Peace and of the Quorum. 


Jon HII, Jus. Peace. 


. 
SAMUEL Atwood of Welfleet, of lawful age, teſtifies and 
' ſays, that a few minutes after nine of the clock on Mon- 
day evening laſt, ſying on board a veſſel in the town dock, he 
heard a noiſe and diſturbance at the upper end of Dock Square, 
and going up he found the ſoidiers and inhabitants engaged 
in the narrow paſſes round Murray's barracks ſo called; the 
latter being moſtly boys unarmed, diſperſed, on which ten or 
twelve ſoldiers armed with drawn cutlaſſes, clubs and bayonets 
bolted -out of the alley into the ſquare-and met the deponent, 
who aſked them if they- intended to murder people ? They 
anſwered, yes, by God, root and branch, ſaying " is one of 
them; with that one of them ſtruck the deponent with a club, 
which was repeated 75 another: the deponent being unarmed 
turned to go off, and he received a wound on the left ſhoulder, 
which reached the bone, diſabled him, and gave him much 
pain. Having gone a few ſteps, the deponent met two offi- 
cers, and aſked them, Gentlemen, what is the matter? They 
anſwered you will ſee by and by 3 and as he paſſed by Colonel 


Jackſon's, he heard the cry, Turn out the guards. 


| | SAMUEL ATWOOD. 
Suffolk, ſſ. March 16. 1770. The above. named Samuel Atwood 
| appeared before us, two of his Majeſty's Fuſtices of 

| the peace for the ſaid county of Suffolk, and beirg 
carefully examined, and duly cautioned to declare the 

_ ewhole truth, made oath to the truth of the above te- 

ftimony by him ſubſcribed. Taken to perpetuate the 

_ remembrance of the thing. | 


| Before, Ri: Dana, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum, 
Jon HIL I, Jus. Peace. Ties 0h : 


e ee 268 [4 (No. 36) I 
(CAPTAIN | James Kirkword, of lawful age, teſtifies and 
fays, that about nine of — in the evening of — 
-# | . 
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fifth day of March current, he was going by Murray's barracks, 
hearing a noiſe, ſtopt at Mr. Rheads's door, oppoſite to ſaid. 
barracks, where ſaid Rhoads was ſtanding, and ſtood ſome 
time and ſaw the ſoldiers coming ont of the yard from the 
barracks, armed with cutlaſſes and bayonets, and ruſhing. thro? 
Boylſton's alley into Cornhill. Two officers, viz. Lieuts. Min- 
chin and Dickſon came out of the meſs-houſe and ſaid to the 
ſoldiers, my lads come into the barrack and don't hurt the 


inhabitants, and then retired into the meſs-houſe. Soon after 
they came to the door again, and found the ſoldiers in the 


yard ; and directly upon it, Enfign Mall came to the gate of 
the barrack yard, and ſaid to the ſoldiers, turn out, and I will 


Hand by you ! this he repeated frequently, adding, kill. them, fick 


them ! knock them down, run ycur bayonets through them, with 4 
great deal FA language of like import. Upon which a great 
number of ſoldiers came out 'of the barracks, with naked cut- 
laſſes, headed by ſaid Mall, and went through the aforeſaid alley, 
ſome officers came and got the ſoldiers into their barracks; and 
that Mall! with His ſword or cutlaſs drawn in his hand, as often 
had them out again; but they were at laſt drove into their bar- 
racks by the aforeſaid Minchin and'Dickſon. 


I | 19 | JAMES KIRK WOOD. x 
Suffolk, ſc: Boſton, March 21, 17570. James Kirkwood. above 
named, after due examination, made , oath to the. truth 
of the aforeſaid affidavit, Taken to perpetuate the re- 
IN membrance of the thing. e 5 
Before, Joun Ruppocxk, Jus. Peace and of the Quorum. 
> Wd, enn Hr Jas. Feet. 


(Na. 37.) 
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MATTHIAS King, of Halifax in Nova-Scotia, of lawful 
5 age, teſtifies and ſays, that in the evening of the fifth 
day of March inſtant, about nine of the clock, he was at his 
lodgings at Mrs Torrey's near the town pump, and heard the 
ring and the cry of fire; upon which he went to the door, 
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him ſware he would fire upon a parcel of boys who were then 
in the ſtreet, but he did not. He further declares, that when 
the body of troops was drawn up before the guard-houſe, 
(which was preſently after the maſſacre) he heard an officer 
Jay to anot hon, that this cb fine work, and Juſt what he wanted; 
but in the hurry he could not fee him, ſo as to know him 


again, EY | 

e 2 31 e MATTHs. KING. 

Suffolk, ſc, Boflon, March 17, 1770. Matthias King above- 

named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 

' 1 2he above affidavit. Taken to perpetuate the remems+ 

| » brance of the thing. ee 
Before, RI: Dana, Juſt. of Peace, and of the Quorum. 

Jon HIL I, Jus, Peace. . 


ene ee ene een | 0 
Artholomew Broaders, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, 


that on Sunday evening being the 4th inſtant preceding 
the maſſacre, he went up to ſee Patrick Dines, a ſoldier of the 
29th regiment, who worked with Mr. Piemont, and in Daw» 
ſon's room heard ſerjeant Daniels ſay, that zbe officers . ſaid, 
ſince patience would not do, force muff.—And that the ſol- 
diers muſt not bear the affronts of the inhabitants any longer, 
but re/ent them, and make them know their diftance; and fur- 
ther, that the inhabitants would never be eaſy, and that he 
ſhould defire to make the ' plumbs fly about. their ears, and ſet 
the tou on fire round them, and then they would know who 
and who were of a ſide. Said Daniels asked Edward Garrick, 
fellgw-apprenſege to the deponeut, if he knew where he could 
get a ſtick that would bear a good ſtroke? Garrick replied, 
ou muſt look for one. And the deponent further ſaith, that 


about eight o'clack on Monday evening he went down Kings 
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itreet and met twelve of the town's people with clubs, who ſai 


that they had been attacked by the ſoldiers ; that he followed 


the town's people to the conduit, and then returned home. 
Soon after Mr. Green's maid and his daughter called him out 
of the ſhop, and aſked him to go to the apothecary's ; and 
then they with the ponent returned to the cuſtom-houſe ; 
in going he met his fellow-apprentice, and they went and ſtood 
upon the cuſtom-honſe ſteps, and Mr. Hammond Green came 

out, ſaying, come in girls; then he deponent and his fellow- 
apprentice, by the maid's invitation, went in alſo.—Soon after 
Sawney Irving, ſo called, came in as he thought without a hat, 
ſeemed a little angry, and he thinks asked for a candle (the maid 
has ſince told him he did ask for one) then he went through the 
toom along with Hammond * the latter returned _ 
"Ss 2 e 
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che kitchen, then he left the houſe and went home; after which 
the deponent came down King-ſtreet, and went through Qua- 
ker-lane, and coming up the lane again, ſaw the centinel at 
the cuſtom-houſe leave his poſt and come into the middle of the 
ſtreet, and faid to the deponent's fellow-apprentice, who he 
thought had ſaid ſomething of an officer's not paying his debts, 
let me ſee your face; the boy anſwered, I am not aſhamed to 
ſhew,my face ; immediately upon which the centinel fetched 
a ſweeping ſtroke with his gun, upon the ſide of his head, which 
made him reel and ſtagger about, and cry much. The depo- 
nent asked what he was ſtruck for; he anſwered for nothing. 
He then asked the centinel what he meant by thus abuſing the 
people. He replied, damn your blood, if you do.not get out 
of the way, I will give you ſomething ; he then fixed his bay- 
onet, and puſhed at them, and they both run—then one Richard 
Ward, another fellow apprentice, asked the one ſtruck, what 
it was for, and endeavoured to get his ſtick to ſtrike the cen- 
tinel, but he told him not, and came away; then he heard a 
 huzza or two, and as he got up Silſby's alley, up came a num- 
ber of grenadiers, as he thought about ten, with clubs, cutlaſſes 
and bayonets, crying out, where are the damned Yankeys. He 
replied, what is the matter,—they anſwered, we will let you 
know.—He then run into his maſter's entry, and as running in, 
ſaw near twenty other ſoldiers with bayonets, &c. flouriſhing 
coming from the guard houſe as he thought; immediately after, 
he heard the bells ring, and then as he took it, the ſame party 
with a ſerjeant at their head, came running by, knocking down 
and flaſhing all the town's people they met with; then he heard 
eople who were running, ask where the fire was. He told them 
it was no fire, but the ſoldiers near juſtice Quincey's were 
fighting with the inhabitants. —He then went an Juſtice 
Quincey's, and found the ſoldiers had retired to their barracks, 
when three cheers were given by the inhabitants—He then went 
down to King-ftreer, and heard the people talking of the abule 

his fellow-apprentices had received from the centinel, but ſaw 
no inſult offered the centinel, the people being in the middle 
of the itreet.—One came up with a cane, appeared a gentle- 
man, and ſpoke to the centinel, and then went away; then 
the centinel went up the ſteps of the cuſtom-houſe and pointed 
his gun ; ſome of the inhabitants then ſaid he is going to fire 
—then he took down his gun and loaded it, while he was 
loading, one Thomas Greenwood a waiter went into the cuſ- 
tom houſe door, and it was ſhut immediately; and then Mr. 
Green's ſon John ſaid the centinel was a going to fire; but he 
ſaw no abuſe offered him, or any danger he was in. He then 
went down royal-exchange-lane, met a number of people who 
were 
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were alſo diſperſing near dock-ſquare. He then ſaid to one Cox, 
and the people, that the ſoldiers were going to fire upon the 
inhabitants at the commiſſioners ſteps ; ſome of the people went 
up upon this news to King-ſtreet; another man came from 
King-ſtreet, and ſaid to them, come up into King-ſtreet. He then 
went up Silſby's alley, and when he got to Mrs. Euſtis's ſhop, 
heard a gun go off, and afterwards ſeveral others in a ſhort 
ſpace of time after one another. Soon after he was told that 
— men were killed; then heard the bells ring, and ſaw 
the people aſſemble faſt in Kingſtreet. The deponent further 
ſaith, that on the night aboveſaid, the ſnow was deep upon 
the ground, and well remembers that when the centry called for 
the main guard, there were not above 10 or 20 people in King- 
ſtreet near the cuſtom-houſe. And further ſaith not. : : 


BARTHOLOMEW BROADERS. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boflon, March 19, 1770. Bartholomew Broaders 
| above-named, after due examination, made oatbh to the 
Truth of the above-written Affidavit, taken to perpe- 
tuate the rememembrance of the hing 
Before, Ri: Dana, Jutt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Joan HIIL, Jus. Peace. | 


(No. 39.) | 

OHN Goddard of Brookline teſtifies and ſays, as he was 

aſſing the ſtreet on Saturday laſt being the zd inſtant, 

Ne ſtopped near the barracks. in Water-ftreet, and ſold ſeveral 

Of the barrack people ſome potatoes about five of the clock in 

the afternoon, and found by their diſcourſe ſome of the ſoldiers 

had returned from a fray near the ropewalks, and a number 

of ſoldiers came out of the barracks, he ſuppoſed about 20, 

with clubs, ſeemingly much enraged ; and one in a profane 

manner {wore he would be revenged on them, if he fired the 
town. | 


Fl | JOHN GODDARD. 
Suffolk, if. Beſlon, March 22, 1770. John Goddard, abowe- 


mentioned, after due examination made oath to the Truth 
_ of” the aforejaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. | 
Before, Joan Ruppock, Juit. Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, JohN HIII, Juſt. Peace. | 


(No. 40) 


Aniel Calfe of lawful age teſtifies and fays, that on Satur- 
day evening the third inttant, a camp woman, wife to 
2 | James 
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ameès Mc, Deed, 8. pfenadier in the 2gth; came into Daniet 
alfe's ſhop, father to the deponent, and the people talking 
about the affrays at the:ropewalk, and blaming the ſoldiers for 
the part they had acted in it. The woman ſaid zhe /olvier+ 
quere in the right, adding that before Tueſday or M edngſduy nipht 
they <would wet their ſwords: or bayontts in New-England 22 : 
lead. The deponent further ſays, that on the evening of the 
fifth current, hearing the bells ring, which he took for fire, he 
went out, and near the old four meeting houſe heard the 
ſoldiers were fighting with the inhabitants in King-ftreet; 
whereupon he came into. King-ſtreet, and ſeeing a number of 
people (about ene hundied) he went up to the cuſtomchouſe, 
where were polted about a dozen ſoldiers: with! an officer. That 
this deponent heard ſaid officer order the ſaldiers to fire, and put 
the ſecond word. to fire before. they fred; and upon the officers 
ordering the ſoldiers to fire the ſecond time this deponent ran 
off about thirty feet diſtance: when turning about he ſaw one 
Caldwell fall and likewiſe a molatto man. 
4846." 1 | YN DANIAL CALFE. 


Suffolk, ,, Bofton,, March 21, 1770. Daniel Calfe, abowe- 

Ds named, after due examinaticn, made oath to the Truth 
. of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the { hing. 


Before, JohN Ruppook, Jus. Peace and of the Quorum, 
And, Jonx Hitz, Jus, Peace. | 


(No. 41.) 


1 Thomas Marſhall, of lawful age, do teſtify and declare, that 

on Menday night the fifth of March, four or five minutes 

after nine o'clock,” coming from Col. Jackſon's houſe on dock- 

ſquare to my houſe in Kingſtreet, next door to the cultom-houſe, 
Jaa no perſon in the ſtreet but the centinel at the ——— | 

perfect peuce; after 1 had been in my houſe ten or twelve mn 

nutes, being in my ſhop in the front of the houſe, I hea:d the 
ery of murder at a diſtance, on which I opened the door, hut 

ao no perſon in the fireet : but in half a minute I ſaw ſeveral - 
ſons -ruſhing out from the main guard houſe, crying out, 
amn them where are they? They came down as far as the 
corner of Mr. Phillips's houſe; t ſaw their ſwords and bayonets 
glitter in the moon-light, crying out as before, and by Fe/us let 
them come ; at which time 1 was called into the houſe by one of 
my family, but returned again in half a minute, and ſaw ten 
or twelve ſoldiers, in a tumultuous manner, in the middle of 
King-ſtreet, oppoſite to royal exchange lane, flouriſhing their 
| | arms, 
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arms, and ſaying, damn them, where are they, and crying fire; the 
bells then rung as for fire; I was then called in again for. half 
a minute, and returning again to the door, the inhabitants 
began to collect. — Soon after a party of ſoldiers came down 


— 


the ſouth, ſide of King: ſtreet and croſſed over to the cuſtom-houſe 


centinel, and formed in a rank by him, zor did J ſee any manner 
of abuſe offered the centinel, and in three minutes at the furtbeſt tbey 
began to fire on the inhabitants, by which ſeveral | perſons were 
killed, and ſeveral. others were wounded. Some time after 
this, the party marched off very leiſurely, and without moleſta- 
tion, and preſently. after the main guard was drawn out in ranks 
between the guard-houſe and town-houſe, and was joined. by 
the piquet in the ſame manner, with fixed bayonets and muskets 
ſhouldered, except the front rank, who ſtood with charged bayg- 
nets, until the legtenant-governor came up.— And I do further 
declare, as near as I could judge, there was not more than 100 
per/ons.in the fireet, at the time the guns were diſcharged. 


'TRO. MARSHALL. 
Suffolk, if. Boflon, March 20, 1770. Thomas Marſhall, 24. 


abo be- named, after due examination, made oath" to the 
Truth of the afore- auritten affidavit, taken to perpetual. 
0 the remembrance of the thing. | | 
Before RI: Dana, Juſt, of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Sem. PEMBERTON, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 42.) 


] John Leach, junior, of lawful age, do teſtify and ſay that on 
Monday night between the hours of nine and ten in tbe 
evening of the 5th inſtant three youths and myſelf were paſſing 
tnroygh the alley leading from juſtice Quincey's to Murray's 
barracks (ſo cailed) when we had got about half way through the 
alley a ſoldier of the 29th regiment with a dirty looking man 
 Overtook us, the ſoldier being armed with a cutlaſs or /word, 
and the man with a ſhort thick club and ruſhing through us, 
one of the . youths asked what the matter was—by that the man 
that had the club fruck one of the youths on the ſhoulders another 
of the youths asked him. what. he. meant, by that the {oldier 
came up and flruck the youth with bis faword or cutlu/s on his arm 
which did him conſiderable damage, then we all ran up the 
alley and asked for aſſiſtance, when ſoon came up ſome more 
ſoldiers out of their barracks through the alley armed with cut/a/- 
ſes, Fords, ſhovels and. tongs, cutting and flaſhing that we were 
obliged to run up the alley and ſtand at the head of the * 
| | an 


— 
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and keep them in as long as we could—but there were ſo many 
that we were obliged to run, but they immediately made after 
us and tnocked ſeweral of us down,  my/e!f for one ſome time after 
two officers of the 2gth regiment came up the alley and drove the 
ſoldiers home to their barracks, and then zhe people chiefly di/- 
perſed, myſelf for one, as I was going down dock ſquare to go 
home I heard a number of people hallow run up Kingſtreet, 
for' the ſoldiers are knocking people down, after ſome time 
conſidering what the matter was I ran up Royal Exchange 
alley, fo called, when I had got to the head of the alley, I ſaw 
about eight ſoldiers ſtanding round the centry box by the 
Cuftom-houſe with their guns levelled breaſt high and a con- 
ſiderable number of people ſtand in King-ſtreet, when I had 
been there about three minutes I heard the word fire (but who 
it came from I cannot ſay) but nobody ſeemed to mind it, 
about half a minute after J heard the word fire again, and ſome 
other words but could not tell what they were; directly the 
ſoldier on the right hand fired, I had a blow on my back which 
I thought was from the Et of à gun, I was then a going off when 
7 heard five or fix guns go off which I took to be nothing but 
powder at firſt till J ſee two men drop, by this the people ſeemed 
to diſperſe, then I was going up by the town houſe when 
1 faw the people bringing along two dead men, a little while 
after the whole of the 29th regiment drew up by the town houſe, 
I ſtayed a little while longer and made the beſt of my way home, 


and further I ſay not. . 
Sy | JOHN LEACH, jun. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boflon, March 21, 1770. John Leach jun. above- | 


named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the aforeſaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remen- 
brance of the thing. 


Before, lonx Ruvpock, Jus. Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Joan Hitt, Jus. Peace. | 
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(No. 43 ) ; ; | 


1 The ſubſcriber, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, That on 
Monday evening the 5th inſtant March 1770, being at the 
ſouth par: of the town between the hours of nine and ten o 
clock, I heard the bells in the centre of the town ring, and fire 
cried, ran immediately for Kingitreet, where 1 ſuppoſed it was, 
and to my great aſtoniſhment I ſaw a number of ſoldiers with 
preſented bayonets, 'commanded by an officer whom I did not 
then know; the ſoldiers formed a femi-circle round the cen- 
tinel box to the cuſtom houſe door—I went immediately up 
— : | to 
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to them and ſpoke. to the fourth man from the corner, who 


ſtood in the gutter, and aſked him if the ſoldiers were loaded, 


he reply'd Yes ! I then aſked (addreſſing myſelf to to the whole) 
if they intended to fire, was anſwered poſitively, Yes, by 


the eternal God, I then look'd round to ſee what number 
of inhabitants were in the ſtreet, and computed them to be 
about fifty, who were then going off as faſt as poſſible z at the ſame 
time 1 obſerved a tall man ſtanding on my left hand, who 
ſeemed not apprehenſive of the danger he was in, and before 
I had time to ſpeak to him I heard the word fire / and imme- 
diately the report followed, the man on my left hand dropt, I 


aſked him if he was hurt, but received no anſwer, I then ſtoop- 
cd down and ſaw him gaſping and ſtruggling with death, —1I 


then ſaw another man laying dead on my right-hand, but fur- 
ther advanced up the ſtreet. I then ſaw the ſoldiers loading 
again, and I ran up the {treet to get ſome aſſiſtance to carry 
off the dead and wounded. Doctor Joſ. Gardner and David 
Bradley came down with me to the corpſe, and as we were 
ſtooping to take them up, the ſoldiers preſented at us again ; 
1 then ſaw an, officer paſſing buſily behind them. We carried 
off the dead without regarding the ſoldiers. I then ſaw an 
officer paſs before the ſoldiers and hove up their arms, and ſaid 
ſtop firing, don't fire any more, upon which they ſhouldered, 
2 then went cloſe up to them, and addreſſing myſelf to the 
whole, told them I came to ſee ſome faces that l might be able 
to {wear to another, day—Capt, Preſton, who was ng officer, 
turned round and anſwered (in a melancholy tone) perhaps you 
may. After taking a view of each man's face 1 left them. They 
ſoon after run up to the main guard houſe, I have nothing far- 


ther to fa . 
. BENJ. BURDICK, Jun. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770, Benjamin Burdick, jun. 


above-named, after due examination, made oath to the 

Truth of the aforeſaid A idavit, taken to perpetuate the 

memory of the 1 hing. _ 54 
Beforz, Joun Ruppock. Juſt. Peace & of the Quorum. 

And, jour Hir r, Jus, Peace. Ka 
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1 Charles Hobby of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that on 3 


. evening the 5th inſtant, between the hours of g and 10 o'cloc 
being in my maſter's houſe, was alarmed with the cry of fire, 


J ran down as far as the town-houſe, and then heard that 


the ſoldiers and the inhabisants were fighting in the —_—— 
tad — Ol 1 


g 
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and keep them in as long as we could—but there were ſo many 


that we were obliged to run, but they immediately made after 


us and #nocked /everal of us down, my/e!f for one ſome time after 
two officers of the 29th regiment came up the alley and drove the 
ſoldiers home to their barracks, and then he people chiefly diſ- 
perſed, myſelf for one, as I was going down dock ſquare to go 
home I heard a number of people hallow run up Kingſtreet, 
for the ſoldiers are knocking people down, after ſome time 
conſidering what the matter was I ran up Royal Exchange 
alley, ſo called, when I had got to the head of the alley, I ſaw 
about eight ſoldiers ſtanding round the centry box by the 


Cuftom-houſe with their guns levelled breaſt high and a con- 


ſiderable number of people ſtand in King-ſtreet, when I had 


been there about three minutes I heard the word fire (but who 


it came from I cannot ſay) but nobody ſeemed to mind it, 
about half a minute after J heard the word fire again, and ſome 
other words but could not tell what they were; directly the 
ſoldier on the right hand fired, J had a blow on my back which 
I thought was from the t of à gun, I was then a going off when 
1 heard five or fix guns go off which I took to be nothing but 

wder at firit till J ſee zwo men drop, by this the people ſeemed 
to Aiſperſe, then I was going up by the town houſe when 
I faw the people bringing along two dead men, a little while 


after the whole of the 29th regiment drew up by the town houſe, 


I ſtayed a little while longer and made the beſt of my way home, 


and further I ſay not. | 
; | | JOHN LEACH, jun. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boflon, March 21, 1770. John Leach jun. above- 


named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 


the aforeſaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remenm- 


brance of the thing. 


Before, 'Joun Ruppock, Jus. Peace and of the Quorum, 
And, Joan HiLL, Jus. Peace. 


(No. 43.) 


1 The ſubſcriber, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, That on 
Monday evening the 5th inſtant March 1770, being at the 
ſouth par: of the town between the hours of nine and ten o- 
clock, I heard the bells in the centre of the town ring, and fire 
cried, ran immediately for Kingitreet, where I ſuppoſed it was, 
and to my great aſtoniſhment I ſaw a number of ſoldiers with 
preſented bayonets, commanded by an officer whom I did not 
then know; the ſoldiers formed a femi-circle round the cen- 
tinel box to the cultom houſe door—I went immediately up 

| to 
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to them and ſpoke. to the fourth man from the corner, who 


ſtood in the gutter, and aſked him if the ſoldiers were loaded, 
he reply'd Yes ! I then aſked (addreſſing myſelf to to the whole) 
if they intended to fire, was anſwered poſitively, Tes, by 
the eternal God, I then look'd round to ſee what number 
of inhabitants were in the ſtreet, and computed them to be 


about fifty, who avere then going off as faſt as poſſible z at the ſame 


time 1 obſerved a tall man ſtanding on my left hand, who 
ſeemed not apprehenſive of the danger he was in, and before 
I had time] to ſpeak to him I heard the word fire / and imme- 
diately the report followed, the man on my lett hand dropt, I 


aſked him if he was hurt, but received no anſwer, I then ſtoop- 


cd down and ſaw him gaſping and ſtruggling with death, —1I 
then ſaw another man laying dead on my right-hand, but fur- 


ther advanced up the ſtreet. I then ſaw the ſoldiers loading 


again, and I ran up the {treet to get ſome aſſiſtance to carry 
off the dead and wounded. Doctor Joſ. Gardner and David 
Bradley came down with me to the corple, and as we were 
ſtooping to take them up, the ſoldiers preſented at us again ; 
then ſaw an officer paſſing buſily behind them. We carried 
off the dead without regarding the ſoldiers. I then ſaw an 
officer paſs before the ſoldiers and hove up their arms, and ſaid 
as firing, don't fire any more, upon which they ſhouldered, 
—[ then went cloſe up to them, and addreſſing myſelf to the 
whole, told them I came to ſee ſome faces that l might be able 
to ſwear to another day Capt. Preſton, who was the officer, 
turned round and anſwered (in a melancholy tone) perhaps you 
may. After taking a view of each man's face | left them. They 
ſoon after run up to the main guard houſe, I have nothing far- 


BEN], BURDICK, Jun. 


| ther to ſay, 


Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 20, 1770, Benjamin Burdick, jun, 


above-named, after due examination, made oath to the 
Truth of the aforeſaid Fffidawvit, taken to perpetuate the 
memory of the 1 hing. | 
Beforr, Joun Ruppock. Juſt. Peace & of the Quorum. 
And, joun HIL I, Jus. Peace. 


N o. 44.) | 
1 Charles Hobby of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that on Monday 
evening the 5th inſtant, between the hours of g and 10 o'clock 
being in my maſter's houſe, was alarmed with the cry of hre, 
I ran down as far as the town-houfe, and then heard that 


the ſoldiers and the inhabisants were fighting in the 7 
þ 1 x 


5 


Dr. Coopers's meeting houſe, I went through the alley, I there 
ſaw a number of ſoldiers about the barracks, ſome with muſ- 

ets, others without, I ſaw a number of officers at the door of 
* meſs- houſe, almoſt fronting the alley, and ſome of the in- 
habitants entreating the officers to command the ſoldiers to be 
peaceable and retire to their barracks. One of the officers, viz. 
Lieut. Minchin, reply'd, that the ſoldiers had been abuſed lately 
by the inhabitants, and that if the inhabitants would diſperſe, 
the ſoldiers ſhould follow the example. Capt, Goldfinch was 
among the reſt of the officers in or about the ſteps of the meſs- 
houſe door, but did not command the ſoldiers. I then left 
them and went to King-ſtreet. I then ſaw a party of ſoldiers 
loading their muſquets about the Cuſtom-houſe door, after which 
they all ſhouldered. I heard ſome of the inhabitants cry out, 
heave no ſnow balls; others cryed out they dare not fire. Captain 
Preſton was then ſtanding by the ſoldiers, when a ſnow ball 
ſtruck a grenadier, who immediately fired, Capt. Preſton ſtand- 
ing cloſe by him, The Captain then ſpoke diſtinfly, Fire, Fire ! 
] was then within four feet of Capt. Preſton, and know him well, 
the joldiers fired as faſt as they could one after another, I ſaw the 
Molatto fall, and Mr. Samuel Grey went to look at him, one 
of the ſoldiers, at the diſtance of four or five yards, pointed his 
piece directly for the ſaid Gray's head and fired, Mr. Gray, after 
firuggling, turned himſelf right round upon his heel and fell 
dead. Capt. Preſton ſome time after ordered them to march 
to the gifard-houſe. I then took up a round hat and followed 
the people that carry'd him down to a houſe near the Poſt- 


office. And further faith not. 
+ mY CHARLES HOBBY. 
Suffolk, ff. Boſton March 20, 1770. Charles Hobby, abowe- 


named, after due examination, made oath" to the Truth 
of the afor:ſaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
of r he Thi ng . 


Before, Joan Rupnock, Juſt. Peace & of the Quorum. 
BeLcntR Nor Es, Juſtice o'Peace. 


(No. 45.) a 

F William Tant, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on 
| 1 Monday the 5th inſtant, being then in a houſe on the Long 
Wharf, hearing a bell ring, imagined it was for fire: where- 
upon I run up King-ftreet, and enquiring the cauſe, was in- 
formed that there had been a number of the inhabitants of 
the town inſulted by the ſoldiers in different places: As I got 
a-breaſt of Quaker-lane, 1 met a number of perſons, to the 
amount 


door. And farther I know not. 


NR 


amount of thirty or forty, moſtly boys, and young ters, who aſ- 
ſembled in 8 * 1 and gave 
three cheers, aud ſome of them being near the centry, at the 
at the Cuſtom-houſe, damn'd him, and bid him fire and be 
damned! and ſome ſnow-balls were throwed, or other things; 
whereupon the centry ſtept on the ſteps of the cuſtom- houſe door, 
and loaded his piece, and ſtruck the butt of it againſt the 
ſteps, preſented it at the people ſeveral times; At length the 
people drawing nearer to him, he knocked at the Cuſtom-houſe 
door, and Ia it opened about half way. In the ſpace of fix or 
ſeven minutes, I ſaw a party of ſoldiers come from the main- 
guard, and draw themſelves up in a line from the corner of the 
cuſtom-houſe to the centry-box ; the people ſtill continued in 
the ſtreet, crying, fire, fire and be damned, and hove ſome more 
ſnow balls; whereupon I heard a muſquet go off, and in the 
ſpace of two or three ſeconds, I heard the word fire given, but 
by whom I know not, and inſtantiy the ſoldiers fired one after ance 
ther. I then ſtood between the centry-box and the Cuſtom-houſe 


«Fl WILLIAM TANT. 

Suffolk, ſſ. Bofton, March 20, 1770. William Tant abowe- 
named, after due examination made oath to the truth of 
the aforeſaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the , remembrance 
of the thing. . | | Wo 

Before, Jonn Ruppock, Jus. Peace and of the Quorum. 
BELCHER Nor Es, Juſtice o Peace. 


| | (No. 46.) 1 en EH 

Thomas Cain, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on 
Monday the 5th inſtant, being in a houſe on the long 
wharf, I U a bell ring, which I imagined was for nine 
o' clock, but being informed by a perſon in my company that 
it was twelve minutes paſt that hour by his watch, 1 then con- 
cluded the bell rung for fire, ſo I run up King - ſtreet, in com- 
pany with Mr. William Tant, and aſking a few people whom 
1 met, the cauſe of the bell's ringing, was anſwered the ſoldiers 
had inſulted ſome of the town's. people by the rope-walks. I 
then went down Quaker-lane as far as juſtice Dana's houſe, 
where I met a number of people coming up, and aſked them 


if there had been any diſturbance at or near-the rope-walks, 


they anſwered me that there had been ſeveral people inſulted, 
and knocked down; by the ſoldiers in different parts of the 
town. 1 then came up into King-ftreet, where ey aſſembled 
together below the town-houſe, (to the beſt of my knowledge) 


"there, 


between 30 C 40 perſons moſtly ꝓcungſters or boys, and when 


* 
— 


1 


there, they gave three cheers, and aſked where the ſoldiers 
were, (I imagine they meant them that had inſulted them) 
ſome of the people aſſembled, being near the centry at the 
Cuſtom-houſe door, damn'd him, and I ſaw ſome ſnow-balls 
or other things throw'd that way, whereupon the centry ſtepped 
on the ſteps at the Cuſtom houſe door and loaded his piece, 
and when loaded ſtruck the butt of his firelock againſt the fleps 
three or four times, in the interim the people aſſembled, con- 
tinned crying fire, fire and be damn'd, and ſome of them draw- 
ed near to him he knocked at the Cuſtom-houſe door very 
hard, whereupon he door was opened about half way, and 1 ſaw a 
perſon come out, which I imagined to be a ſervant without a hat, 
his hair ty'd, and hung down looſe. | 5 ? 
In the ſpace of about five minutes, to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, I perceived a party of ſoldiers coming fiom the 
main guard directly through the concourſe of people that 
was then in King: ſtreet, with their muſquets and fixed bayonets, 
puſhing too and fro, ſaying, make way; when they had got 
a- breaſt of the Cuſtom. houſe they drew up in a line from the 
corner of royal- exchange lane to the centry-box at the Cuſtom- 
houſe door, and being in that poſition for the ſpace of five or 
ſix minutes, with their muſkets level'd breaſt high and pointed 
at the people that was ſtill in the ſtreet, huzzaing, &c. and 
crying fire, as before, and ſome more ſnow. balls or other things 
being hove, I heard and ſaw the flaſh of a gun that went off 
near the corner of the aforementioned lane, and in the ſpace 
of two ſeconds I heard tbe word fire given, but by whom I 
cannot aſcertain, but e /oldicrs fired regularly one after an- 
other and when diſcharged, loaded again; I then ſtood behind 
the centry box, between the ſoldier next it and the Cuſtom- 


houſe. 
I: go] | THOMAS CAIN. 
Suffolk, ff. Bofton, March, 20, 1770. Thomas Cain, after 
due examination, made oath to the Truth of the afire- 
Said Affidavit, taken to perpetuats the remembrance of the 
Tpbing. 
Before, Joann Ruppock, Jus. Peace & of the Quorum. 
BELCHER NoYEs, Jus. o Peace. 


( No. 47.) | 

Peter Cunningham, of lawful age, teſtify that on Monday 

1 evening the 5th current, on the cry of fire, a few minutes 
after 9 o'clock, coming into King- ſtreet, I ſaw Capt. Preſton, 
ſtanding before the door where the main guard was kept, and 
heard kim ſay, Turn out the guard] Then I paſſed down 
Kinp-ſtreet, and ſaw the centiy at the cuſtom-houſe with his 
BEE. bayonet 
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bayonet charged, dodging it about as if puſhing at the boys, 
who ſeemed to be laughing at him, and none af them within 
12 1g tet of him, In la few minutes after, Captain Preſton 
arrived with a party of ſoldiers, perhaps 7 or 8, and took poſt 
between the Cuſtom-huuſe door and the weſt corner of ſaid 
houſe, round the centry box. As ſoon as they had taken 
their poſt, they began to puſb their bayonets at the people, tho! 
none ſeemed to offer them any offtnce. The captain quickly 
commanded them to prime and load, which being effected. 
they began to puſh as before. The captain came before them 


and put his arm under three or four of their pieces, and put- 


ing them into an upright poſture, then retired from my fight ; 
and preſently they again levelled and the firing began, and 
proceeded till ten or eleven pieces were diſcharged. On the 
people's ſcattering a little, I ſaw two men near me lay dead 
on the ſtreet, and obſerved the ſoldiers to load again, and 


moved off. And further I ſay not. 
r fi | PETER CUNNINGHAM, 
Suffolk, ſc. Boflon, March 20, 1770. Peter Cunningham abowe- 


named, after due examination, made oath to the Truth 
of the aforeſaid Aﬀidavit. Taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the i hing. be | 
Before, Jonx Ruppock, Jultice of Peace & Quorum, 
| JohN HiLL, Juſtice Peace. f 


. (No. 48.) 12790 
Samuel Condon, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on 
the night of the 5th inſtant March, being on the long 
wharf, between the hours of 9 and 10 o'clock, and heariug 
the bells ring as for fire, I ran up King- ſtreet, on my coming 
nigh the town-houſe | ſaw a number of people, about 30 or 
40, chiefly conſiſting of boys and lads, who proceeded down 
ſaid ſtreet oppoſite the Cuſtom-houſe ; the centinel on their 
approach plac'd himſelf on the cuſtom-houſe ſteps, and charg'd 
his muſket and preſented the ſame againſt the body of the 
yeople who Erd him no inſult or violence, in a few minutes 
after, a party came down from the main guard, conſiſting 
of about eight ſoldiers with their guns and bayorets in 
a charg'd poſition, headed by an officer, and poſted themſelves 
by the weſt corner of the cuſtom-houſe round the centry box 
in a half circle; at this time I ſtood near the door of the royal 
exchange tavern, but apprehending danger as the ſoldiers ſtood 
with their muſkets and bayonets in a charg'd or preſented po- 
fition, mov'd from thence down ſaid Royal-exchange lane, and 
ſtood nigh the weſt end of the cuſtom-boule, during this in- 
| I | terim 
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terim _ { /aw u violence offer d the ſoldiers, in à few minutes 
after having placed myſelf as aforeſaid, a muſket was fir'd 
by the ſoldier who . ſtood next the corner, in a few ſeconds 
after, another was fired, and ſo in ſucceſſion till the whole was 
diſcharg'd, to the number of eight or thereabouts: while the 
muſkets were diſcharging I walk'd down the lane, and when the 
firing ceas'd I turn'd and went up to the head of the lane, 
were I ſaw. the people carrying oft one' dead perſon, and two 
more laying hfeleſs on the ground about two muſkets length 
from the ſaid ſoldiers, inhumanly murder'd by them, the blood 
then running from them in abundance ; a perſon aſked the ſol- 
dier who fired firſt, the reaſon for his ſo doing, the ſoldier an- 
ſwer'd, damn your bloods you boogers, I would kill a thouſand of 
you ! the. ſoldiers were then charging their muſkets again in 
order for a ſecond diſcharge in cale any inſult had been offer'd 


them. 
SAMUEL CONDON, 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Samuel Condon a- 
abovenamed, after due examination made oath to the truth 
of the afore/aid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remems- 

| brance of thething. 9 © | | 
| Before, Joun Ruppock Juſt. Peace & of the Quorum. 
And, Joan HiLL, Juſt. Peace, | . 


. (No. | 
BENEZER HINCE LEY, of Boſton, of lawful age, declares 
that on Monday evening the 5th of March current, that 
being at home in his houſe, he heard the bells ring, and came 
out, and came through Cornhill-ftreet, to the corner of King- 
ſtreet, near the main guard houſe; immediately as he turn'd, 
the corner he ſaw a party of ſoldiers come out of the main 
guard houſe, and he the deponent then ſaw an officer, as he 
thought, look out of the chamber window, and call to them, 
and ſaid fire upon them, damn them, fire upon them. The depo- 
ponent then followed them, viz. the ſaid party of ſoldiers, to the 
place where they were poſted, being before the centry box in 
a half circle, near the cuſtom houſe ; they reaching forward 
puſhing their bayonets, and endeawouring to flab people, pro- 
vok'd a few boys to throw two or three ſnow balls, and chal- 
leng'd them to fire : In about a minute after, the deponent 
heard the word Fire, and then ſaw a ſtick thrown which hit a 
ſoldier's gun, whereupon the corner ſoldier fired, and the reſt 
feliowwed in the firing when the firing was, the depouent verily 
believes there was not more than fifty or fixty perſons in that part 
of the fireet—And it appeared to the __ that the ſoldi- 
0 


ers going down to the cuſtom houfe in ſo hoſtile a manner, * 
| the 


* 
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the occaſion of drawing the moſt, of thoſe people there. — And 
the deponent further ſaith, that thro! the whole, he ſaw) not 
one brick - bat or ſtone thrown, and believes, that it was natu- 
rally impoſſible to come at any, as the ſnow was confiderably deep. 
Memorandum. After the party of foldiers were got to their 
plwace, he ſaw Capt. Preſton who commanded them, whom 


he knew very well And further faich not. | 
4 „ EBENEZER HINCELEY. 


Suffolk, if, Boflon, March 20, 1770. Ebenezer Hinckley above 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above Afidavit, taken to perpetuats the remem- 

France of the thing- oh 

Before, Joun Ruppock, Juſt, of Peace & of the Quorum, 

And, JohN HILL, Juſt. Peace, 


| | (No. 50) | 
RANCIS ARCHBALD, jun. of lawful age, teſtifies and 
ſaith, that on Monday evening the fifth of March inſtant a: 
about ten minutes paſt-nine of the clock of ſaid evening, as he 
was going through the alley that leads from Cornhill to Brattle- 
ſtreet (fo called) with ſeveral others with him, he ſaw a ſoldier 
with a cutlaſs flouriſhing it about in ſaid alley, -and a mean 
looking fellow with him, with a club in his hand; then the 
deponent heard ſomebody outſide of the alley ſpeak to the faid 
ſoldier, and told him to put up his cutlaſs, for it was not clever 
to carry ſuch a weapon in the night without it was in a ſcab- 
board, whereupon ſaid ſoldier came up to him the deponent, 
with his cutlaſs pointing towards his breaſt, and damn'd him, 
and 'aſked him what he had to ſay againſt it, whereupon the 
deponent told him to ſtand off, The ſaid ſoldier then went 
up to one of the lads that was with him and ſtruck him, (as 
the deponent thought) the deponent then went out of ſaid al- 
ley and hallowed to ſome lads who were ſtanding near the 
town-houſe, when they came to the deponent's aſſiſtance, they 
made ſaid ſoldiers retire thro? ſaid alley to the barracks ; in a- 
bout five or fix minutes after, about twelve or fifteen ſoldiers 
came out of ſaid barracks (as I heard the next day they were 
encouraged and ſet on by Enſign Mall belonging to the 29th 
regiment) ih cutlaſſes, tongs and clubs, and came uf to x in 
and damn'd them and ſaid where is the yankey boogers ® when they 
began to flrike the people in the fireet with ſaid weapons, And: 8 
the deponent was ſtanding with Mr. John Hicks, one of he 
Soldiers came up with . a pair of tongs, ard was juſt going to make a 
rote at ſaid deponent, ſaid Hicks knock'd him down, where- 
upon the deponent when ſaid ſoldier got up, knock'd him 
| | | down 
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down again and broke his wriſt (as he was informed after- 
wards) then the deponent was going home to the ſouth- end. 
Juſt as he got to the — he looked down King: ſtreet 
and ſaw about fifty or fixty people landing in the middle of ſaid 
freet, oppoſite the cuſtom-houſe, then the deponent went down 
ro ſee what was the matter. When he got down ſaid ſtreet 
he ſaw a party of ſoldiers coming from the main guard 
(amongſt which was one Matthew Kilrey of the 29th regiment) 
going to the centinel that was ſtapding at the cuſtom-houſe: 
then the deponent went over to the fide of the way, and there 
ſtood about two minutes, when he ſaw the flaſh, and head the 
report of a gun that was fired from ſaid centinel's poſt, and fix - 
or ſeven fired directiy afterwards. Then the deponent ſaw rhree 
men laying near ſaid centine!'s poſt dead. And the deponent 
further adds, that at the time of his ſtanding there as aforeſaid, 
he ſay nobody moleſt or trouble ſaid centinel or party of ſoldiers ( as 
ee in any ſhape whatever. And further the deponent 
alth not. 8 rn 


| FRANs. ARCHBALD, jun. 
Bofton, March 17th, 1770. | 8 
Suffolk, iT, Boſton, March 17, 1770. Francis Archbald, jun. 
abo. venamed, after due (xamination, made oath 10 the 
Truth of the abowe-written Affidavit, Taken to perpetu- 
ate the remembrance of the Thing, © Wo”; ee” of 


Before, RI. Dana, Juſt, of Peace & of the Quorum. 
Jon HT, Juſtice of Peace, 5 


| | (No. 51.) EEE 
Nathaniel Foſdick, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that 
on the night of the fifth inſtant, betwixt the hours of 
nine and ten o'clock, being in my houſe with my family, hear- 
ing the bells ring for fire ran out to aſſiſt the inhabitants, ran 
towards the north ; when I came to the town-houſe, I ſee the 
| people running down King-ſtrret, I followed, when I came by 
| the guard houſe I ſee ſome ſoldiers come out and fix their 
bayonets, I ran to know where the fire was, after I had got 
into King-ſtreet I made a halt, as I ſtopt I was puſhed behind 
'I turn'd round and ſaw - ſome ſoldiers with their bayonets 
charged, which came againſt me. I aſked them if this was the 
fire that is cry'd ; they made no anſwer. I aſk'd them what 
they meant by coming on me in that manner; their. anſwer 
| was, damn you, land out rf our way, I told them I would not 
| move ſor no man under the heavens. I offended no one. 
| | Therefore they paſſed me, ſome on my right, and ſome on my 


left. I followed behind them, they went to the . 
N 2 | an 
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and faced round and form'd in a. half- circle, I ſaw a number 
of people nea the middle of King-ſtreet, about twenty yards 
from the centrycbox. I ſpoke out and deſired that no diſtur- 
bance might be betwixt the inhabitants and the ſoldiers, _ | 
the ſoldiers were in fault, there was their officer, which I look 
upon to be the officer of the day, and he could ſettle the affair 
in one minute; then I ſpake to two men to ſpeak to the offi, 
cer; then I ſee two or three advance towards the officer. 
heard ſome words paſs, what they were I know not, I. turne 
round and ſpake to the people to ſtep off and let them that 
went to the officer ſettle the diſpute, the people ſtanding ſtill, 
1 turned to warus the officer and jet him fall into the regular circles 
then I heard ube word UI R, on my left one gun was fir'd off 
by a ſoldier on their right. Upon which I ruſhed: in, then 
ſeeing the firſt ſoldier that fired run at ſome perſons and fall up- 
on the ground, I hailow'd to take his gun from him, then 
J received three puſhes by their, bayantts,. two in my. left: arm aud 
one in my breaſt, that at my brraſ 1 truck off with a ic, and the 
gun went off inflantly. Then 1:drew back. and finding one dead, 
as I thought, on my left and one on my right. I then run. over 
to quaker-lane, where I ſaw a: number of people, I deſired 
them to ſtep out and keep the ſoldiers from getting off; from 
thence I went over to the other fide the ſtreet, to the lane n 
the town watch-houſe, whete I deſired the people to ſtep out. 
and not to let the ſoldiers get off, for I would go home and get 
my gun and bring a party againſt them, which I did, but meet- 
ing ſome of the inhabitants returning, they told ne the ſoldiers 
were gone off and affairs would be ſettled to-morrow, on that I 


went home. | TE 1 3 
NATH. FOSD ICE. 


« S 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. Nath. Foſdick, abowve- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the above written affidavit taken to perpetuate the re- 


membrance of the thing. 
Before Ri. Dana; Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 


8 # 


SAM. PEMBERTON, Juſt. Peace, 


| | (No, 52) 510 win! | 
Oſeph Hooton, jun. of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that 
coming from the ſouth end of Boſton, on Monday even- 
ing the 5th inſtant, againſt the old ſouth meeting-bouſe he 
heard a great noiſe and tumult, with the cry of murder often 


repeated, Proceeding towards the town-houſe the deponent 
| | K | paſſed 
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paſſed by ſeveral ſoldiers running that way air naked cut laſſes 
aid bayoniti-in their bande. The deponent aſked one of them 
What was the matter, and was anſwered by him; by Go you ſhall. 
ell know” what is the matter ſoon ! Between 9 and 10 o'clock 
the deponent came into King-ftreet and ſtood about the middle 
of the ſtreet, or nearer the cuſtom-houſe, in the direction of 
—— and Royal exchange lanes, and ſaw) about eight or ten 
foldiers drawn up near the cuſtom-houſe, and an officer which 
he ſincd underſtands. was Capt. Preften, between the ſoldiers 
and the cuſtom-houſe. There was much noiſe and huzzaing 
among the boys arid people, and ſome of the boys the deponent 
obſerved drew near to the ſoldiers. In this hurry and confu- 
fion the deponent heard many aſk each other whether they 
thought they would fire? and it was generally concluded 
they would not. But in about five minuets after the deponent 
Firſt ſtood there, he beard the officer give the word Fixx, they not 

then firing, he again ſaid Fix E, which they ſtill diſoheying, be 
aid with a much higher voice, DAMN YOU FIRE BE THE con- 
-SEQUENCE WHAT IT WILL! Soo aſter this one of the guns went 
7 a fro ſeconds another, and ſo on, till fix or ſeven were 
"diſcharged. - Near the deponents left hand dropt a man, which 
he ſince learns was Mr, James Caldwell, on which he left the 
place, and further ſaith not. - EET 
F JOSEPH HOOTON, jun. 


- 
. : 4 7 Y ; 
» * , * R . 


Suffolk, M Boſton, March 15, 1770. The ſaid. Foſeph Has, 
Jun. perſonally appearing, maketh ſolenin gath to the truth 
of the fore-written depoſition, by him ſubſcribed,” ; 


Before me, EDM. Quincy, Juſt, Pacis. 


; (No. 5 3) 
I Richard Palmes of Boſton, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, 
that between the hours of nine and ten o'clock of the 5th in- 
Kant, I heard one of the bells ring, which I ſuppoſed was oc- 
caſioned by fire, and enquiring where the fire was, was atiſwered 
that che ſoldiers were ' abuſing the inhabitants; I asked where, 
was firſt anſwered at Murray's barracks, I went there and ſpoke 
to ſome officers that were ftanding at the door, I told them I 
was ſurprized they ſuffered the ſoldiers to go out of the bar- 
rack aſter eight-o'clock; I was anſwered by one of the officers 
pray do you mean to teach us our —_— I anſwered I did not, 
only to remind them of it; one of them ſaid, you ſee that the 
foldiers are all in their barracks, and why do not you go to 
| E | Four 
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your homes; Mr. James Lamb and I ſaid, gentlemen let us 
home, and were anſwered by ſome, home, home; according- 
y I aſked Mr. William Hickling if he was going: home, he 
Rid he was, I walked with him as far ks the poſt- office, upon 
my ſtopping to talk with two or three people, Mr. Hickling 
left me; I then ſaw Mr. Pool Spear going towards the. town- 
houſe, he asked me if 1 was going home, I told him I was; 
TI asked him were he was A way, he ſaid he was go- 
ing to his brother David's. But when I got to the town- 
pump, we were told there was a rumpus at the cuſtom-houſe 
door; Mr. Spear ſaid to me you kad better not go, I told him 
T would go and try to make peace; I immediately went there 
and faw Capt. Prefion, at the head of fix or eight ſoldiers in 4 
circular form, with guns breaſt high and bayonets fixed; the 
ſaid captain ſtood almoſt to the end of their guns. I went 
immediately 7 Capt. Preſion, (as ſoon as Mr. Bliſs bad left 
him) and asked him if their guns were loaded, his anſwer was 
they are leaded with powder and ball; I then ſaid to him I 
hope you do not intend they ſhall fire upon the inhabitants; 
his reply was, by ho means. When I was asking him theſe 
queſtions my left hand was on his right ſhoulder; Mr. John 
Hickling had that inſtant taken his hand off my ſhoulder, and 
Rept to my left, then inſtantly I ſaw a peice of ſnow or ice 
fall among the ſoldiers, on which the ſoldier at the officer's 
right hand ſtept back and di/charged his gun, at the ſpace of 
ſome ſeconds the ſoldier at his left fired next, and the others one 
after the other. After the firſt gun was fired, I. heard the word 
Fire, but who ſaid it I know not; after the firſt gun was fired 
the ſaid officer had full time to forbid the other ſoldiers not to 
fire, but 1 did not hear him ſpeak to them at all; then turning 
myſelf to the left J ſaw one man dead, diſtant about fix feet; 
J having aſtick in my hand made a ſtroke at the ſoldier who 
fired, and ' ſtruck the gun out of his hand. I then made a 
ſtroke at the officer, my right foot ſlipt, that brought me on 
my knee, the blow falling ſhort, he ſays I hit his arm;. when 
] was recovering myſelf from the fall I ſaw the ſoldier that 
fred the firſt gun endeavouring 10 puſb me through awith his Bayoner, 
on which I threw my ſtick at his head; the ſoldier ſtarting 
back, gave me opportunity to jump from him into exchange- 
lane, or I muſt have been inevitably run thro' my body. 1 looked 
back and ſaw three perſons laying on the ground, and perceiv- 
ing a. ſoldier ſtepping round the corner as I thought to ſhoot 
me, [ ran down Exchange Jane, and fo up the next into King- 
ſtreet, and followed Mr, * with ſeveral other perſons 
e | 2 We with 
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with the body of Capt. Morton's Traeger to the priſon 
houſę, and ſaw he had a ball ſhot through his, breaſt ; at my 
return I ſbund that the officer and ſoldiers were gone to the 
main guard. Te my be obſervation there were not ſe vinty people 
ia Ming rest at tbe time of their firing, and them very ſcaitering, 
but in a few! minutes after the firing there were upwards of a 
thouſand ; finding the ſoldiers were gone. I went up to the 
main-guard and ſaw there the ſoldiers were formed, into three 
diviſions, ' the front diviſion in the poſture of a platoon firing, 
and I expected they would fire. Hearing that his honor the 
Lieutenant Governor was going to the Council-chamber, 1 
went there, his Honor N out of the door deſired the peo- 
ple to bear him ſpeak ;, he deiired them to go home and he 
would enquire into the affair in the morning, and, that the 
law ſhould. take its courſe, and ſaid, I will live and die by the 
law. A gentleman deſired. his Honor to order the ſoldiers to 
their barracks, he anſwered jt was not in his power, and that 
he had no command over the troops, and that it lay with Col. 
Dalrymple and not with him, but that he would ſend for him, 
which aſter ſome time he did; upon that a gentleman deſired his 
Honor to look out of che window facing the main-guard, to ſee 
the polition the ſoldiers were in, ready to fire on the inbabitants, 
awhich he did after a good deal of perſwaſien, and called for Col. 
Carr and deſired him to order the troops to their barracks in the 
ſame order they were in; accordingly they were ordered to 
ſnaulder their guns, and were marched off by ſome officers, and 


further ſaith not. | | 
| 5 4 RICH. PALMES. 


Suffolk, N. Boſton, March, 17, 1770. Richard Palmes, above. 
: named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the above afidavit, taken te perpetuate the remimbrance 


of the thing. 


B. fore Rr. Daxa, Juſt. of Peace and of the Querum. 
Joun HILL. Juſt. Peace. f | 4 


(No. 54.) 


5 F William Wyat of Salem, coaſter, telify ard ſay, that laſt 
Monday evening, being the fifth day of March current, 
4 was in Leofton, cown at Treat's whar, Where my veſſel was 


lying 
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lying, and hearing the bells ring -ſuppoſed there was a fire itt 
the town, whereupon-I haſtened up to the town-houſe, on the 
ſouth fide of it, where I ſaw an officer of the army lead out of 
the guard-houſe there ſeven or eight ſoldiers of the army, and 
lead them down, in ſeeming haſte, to the cuſtom-houſe on the 
north ſide of King-ſtreet, where I followed them, and when the 
officer had por there with the men, he bid them face about. 
I ſtood juſt below them on the left wing, and the /aid officer or- 
dered his men to load, which they did accordingly, with the ut- 
moſt diſpatch, then they remained about ſix minutes, with 
their firelocks reſted nad bayonets fixed, but not ſtanding in 
exact order. I obſerved @ confiderable number of young lads, and 
here and there a man amonpſi them, about the middle of the ftireet, 
facing the ſoldiers, but not within ten or twelve feet diſtance 
from them, ; I obſerved ſome of them, viz, the lads, &c. had 
ſticks in their hands, laughing, ſhouting, huzzaing, and crying 
fire; but could not obſerve that any of them threw any thiug ac 
the ſoldiers, or threatened any of them. Then the ſaid officer 
retired from before the ſoldiers and ſtepping behind them, to- 
wards the right wing, bid the folders fire; they not firing, he 
_ preſently again bid em fire; they not yet firing, be flamp d and 
Jaid, damm your hloods, fire, be the conſequence what it will; then 
the ſecond man on the left wing fired off his gun, then, after a 
very ſhort pauſe, they fired one after another as quick. as poſſi- 
ble, beginning on the right wing; the laſt man's gun on the 
left wing flaſh'd in the — then he prim'd again, and the 
people being withdrawn from before the ſoldiers, moſt of them 
further down the ſtreet, be turn'd his gun toward them and fired 
x pon them. Tmmediately after the principal firing, I ſaw three 
of the people fall down in the ſtreet, - preſently after the laſt gun 
was fired off, the ſaid officer, who had commanded the ſoldiers 
(as above) to fire, ſprung before them, waving his ſword or 
- ſtick, ſaid, Damn ye, raſcals, what did ye fire for, and ſtruck 
up the gun of one of the ſoldiers who was loading again, 
. whereupon they ſeemed confounded and fired no more. I then 
went up behind them to the right wing, where one of the peo- 
ple was lying, to ſee whether he was dead, where there were 
tour or five people about him, one of them faying he was dead: 
whereupon one of the ſo'diers ſaid damn his blood he is dead, 
if he ever ſprawl again I will be damned for him.—And I re- 
member as the ſaid officer was going down with the ſoldiers 
towards the Cuſtom-Houſe, a gentleman ſpoke to him and ſaid 
Capt. Preſton, for God's ſake keęp your men in order and mind 
hat you are about. And further I ſay not. 1 2 

| March 7. 1770. | WILLIAM WYAT. 
| | |  _ Suffolk, 


1 4 
Suffolk, M Boſton, March 13, 1%. Willian Wyatt, abowe- 
named, after due examination, thadt'oath io the truth of 
the ab:ve written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing, 1 5 „ | 


Before RI. Dag A, Juſt, of Peace and of the Quorum 
Jonx Typo, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 55.) 


I Henry Knox of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that between nine 
and ten o'clock P. M. the fifth inſtant I ſaw the tentry 
at the Cuſtom-Houſe charging his musket and a number of 
young perſons croſſing from Royal Exchange to Quaker-lane, 
ſeeing him load, ſtopt and asked him what he meant? and 
told others, the centry was going to fire. They then huzza'd 
and gather'd round him at about ten feet diſtant, I then ad- 
vancing went up to him, and he centry ſnapt his piece upon them, 
Knox told him if he fired he died. The centry anſwered he did 
not care, or words to that purpoſe, Damnikg them and ſaying 
if they touched him; he would fire. The boys told him to 
fire and be damned: Immediately on this I returned to the reſt 
of the people and endeavoured to keep every boy from going 
up, but finding it ineffectual went off thro? the crowd and faw 
a detachment of about eight or nine men and a corporal headed 
by Capt. Prefion, I took Capt. Preſton by the coat and told him 
for God's ſake to take his men back again, for if they fired 
his life muſt anſwer for the conſequence; he replied he was 
ſenſible of it, or knew what he was about, or words to that 
14 ; and ſeemed in great haſte and much agitated. While 
was talking with Capt. Preflon, the ſoidiers of his detach- 
ment had attacked the people awith their bayonets. There was not 
the leaſt provocation given to Capt. Preſton or his party, the backs 
f the people being towards them when they where attacked, Da- 
ring the time of the attack I frequently heard the words amn 
your blood and ſuch like expreſſions. When Copt. Preflon ſaw his 
party engaged he directly left me, and went into the crowd and 
departed : the deponent further ſays that „ere avas not preſent 
in King-flreet above ſeventy or eighty people at the extent, accord- 


ing to his opinion. | 
HENRY KNOX: 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1570, | Henry Knox, above- 


named, after aue examination; made oath to the truth f 
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the above. written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 


. 


membrance of tht thing. 


Before Rr. Dina, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
| Joan HII, Juſt. Peace. | 


(No. $6.) : 


E Dward Payne of Boſton, merchant, teſtifies and ſays, that 
on the evening of the fifth inſtant, on hearing the bells 
ring, he ſuppoſed there was fire, but on going out he was in- 
formed there was not any fire, but @ riot of the Soldiers, and 
that the ſoldiers were cutting down Liberty-tree.— That he 
went into King-ſtreet, where he met Mr Walker the ſhip- 
wright, who informed him, that the ſoldiers at Smith's bar- 
racks had fallied out upon the inhabitants, and had cut and 
beat a number of per/ons, but where drove back to their barracks. 
That he (the. deponent) then went to the eaſt end of the 
Town-houſe, where he heard the ſame report from divers per- 
ſons, —That whilſt he ſtood there, a number of perſons, not 
exceeding twenty, fame of them with fticks in their hands, came 
up the lane by Silſby's into King-ſtreet, at which time there 
Was, as near as he can judge, about the /ame number in King- 
ireet, when a lad came up from the cuſtom-houſe, and in- 
formed the people that the centinel there had knocked down 
a lad belonging to their ſhop, upon which the people moved 
that way, and ſurrounded the centinel, — That this deponent 
then went home, and ſtood upon the cell of his entry door, 
whieh is nearly oppoſite to the eaſt end of the cuſtom-houſe, 
Where he was ſoon joined by Mr. George Bethune and Mr- 
HFarriſon Gray, that the people round the centinel where then 
crying out Fire, Fire, damn you why don't you Fire, ſoon af- 
. ter, he perceived a number of ſoldiers coming down towards 
the centinel, with their arms in a horizontal poſture, and 
their bayonets fixed, who turned the people from before the 
cuſtom-houſe, and drew up before the door, the people who 
ſtill remained in the ſtreet and about the ſoldiers, continued 
calling out to them to fire. In this ſituation they remained 
ſome minutes, when he heard a gun ſnap, and preſently a ſin- 
gle gun fired, and ſoon after ſeveral others went off one after 
anther, to the number of three or four, and then heard the 
rammers go into the guns as tho' they were loading; imme- 
diately after which three or four more went off in the ſame 
manner; at which time a, ball paſs'd through the deponent's 
right arm, upon which he immediately retired into the houſe. 


'That 


T[ 44 ] 
Fhat at the time of the centinel's being ſurrounded, and at the 
time of the firing, it appeared to the deponent, that there were 
from fifty to an hundred perſons ix the fireet, and not more. The 
deponent further faith not. * EDWARD PAYNE. 
Tel. Mr. Payne ſubſcribed his 1 ve 
name with his left hand. 


Nin Amory. 
Suffolk, MN. Boſton, March 21, 11770. Edward Payne, abovuc- 


named, after dut examination, made oath" to the truth of 

the afor:ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 

. brance- of tbe thing. oo 114 8 

Before Joun Rupp DO cx, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
A - A ˙ Se LIEGS 

Ohn Gammell of lawful age teſtifies, and ſays, that ſoon af- 
ter the bells rang on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, he 
ſtood by the Town-houſe, and ſaw a party conſiſting of about 
fifteen or fixteen ſoldiers, come out of the main guard, and a 
ſerjeant or corporal ordered them to prime and load, which they 
$a, and a detachment. of about ſix men with; a corporal filed 
of to William's court, as was ſaid to call Capt: Preſton, and 
the reſt to the Cuflom-Hoſe, A few minutes after, they. took 
their poſt by the cuſtom-houſe, the deponent went down and 
ſaw them puſhing at the people with their bayonets and telling 
them to ſtand off or they would fire upon them; the people 
laughed at them; and told them they dared not to fire. Not 
long after the deponent heard the word Fla E, and quickly the 
man on the right wing fired, and ſucceſſively ſeveral more.—On 
* this the deponent walked off through Quaker lane: And fur- 

ther ſaith not. JOHN GAMMELL. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1750. John Gammell, aboue- 
| aamed, after due examination, made vath to the truth 
of the abeve affidavit, talen i perpetuare the remem- 

rance of the thing. _ + | 1 


Beſore RI. Dana, Juſt, of Peace and of the Quorum, 
| Joan Hirt, Juſt, of Peace, & 

| | . (No. 58) | 5 

Charlotte Bourgate, of lawful age, an indented ſervant to EA. 

u ard Manwaring, Ei; being at my maſter's lodgings at Mr. 

udſon's at the north end, on the night of the horrid maſſacre in 

King-ttreet, of the 5th inftant, heard the bells ring, which I took 

to be tor fire, (half an hour before the bells rung my mafter, with one 

0 = 3 9 Mr. 


BY 


Mr. Munroe faid they would go to the Cuſtom-houſe and drink 
a glaſs of wine. Then I went out, there being nobody in the 
houſe that I knew of but Mr. Hud/on and wif ; then I went up to 
the Cauftom-Hou/e door and knocked, when a young man, which 
I have ſince heard was named Hammond Green, bet me in and 
locked the door, when I ſaw my Mafter and Mr. Munroe come 
down ſtairs, and go into a room, when four or five men went 
up ſtairs, _ and halling me after them, and ſaid, my good 
boy come; when 7 was carried into the chamber, there was but one 
light in the room, and that in the corner of the chamber, when I 
ſaw a tall man loading 4 gun (then I ſaw two guns in the room) 
my maſter not being in the chamber, there was a number of 
gentlemen in the room: After the gun was loaded, the tall man 
gave it to me, and told me to fre, and ſaid he would kill me if 
1 did not; I told him 7 would not. He, drawing a ſword out of 
his cane, told me, if I did not fire it, he would run it through my 
guts, The man putting the gun out of the window, it being a 
little open, I fired it /ide way up the ftreet ; the tall man then 
loaded the gun again. I heard the balls go down. The man then 
laid it on the*window again, and told me to fire it. I told him 
J awould not fire again; he told me again, he would run me thro” 
the guts if I did not. Upon which I fired the ſame way up the 
ſtreet. After I fired the ſecond gun, I /aw my maſter in the room 5 

he took a gun, and pointed it out of the window ; I heard the gun go 
off: Then a tall man came and clapped me on the ſhoulders 
above and below ſtairs, and ſaid that's my good boy, I'll give 
you ſome money to-morrow. I ſaid, I don't want any money. 
There being a light in the lower room, and the door being 
upon the jar, I ſaw it was the tall man that clapped me on the 
ſhoulder; then the young man, Hammand Green, let me out 
of the door, there 2 g two or three people in the entry, when 1 
got out of the houſe, I ſaw a number ot people in the ftreets, 
and I ran home as faſt as I could, and ſet up all night in my 
maſter's kitchen. And further ſay, that my maſier licked me the 
next night for telling Mrs. Waldron about his firing out of the 
Cuftom-houſe. And for fear that I foould be licked again, | did 
deny all that I faid before Juitice Quincy, which 1 am very ſorry 


for. And further I ſay not. 


his 
Atteſt. Eliſha Story, Charlott x Bourgate 
Edward Crafts. | Mark. 


Suffolk, ſc. Boſton, March 23, 1770. Charlotte Bourgate 
abowe-named, after due examination, made oath to the 

truth of the above affidavit, Edward Manwaring, £/q; 

and ohn Munroe abowe- named, were notified and pra- 


ent; 


( 46 ] 
ſent; and interrogated the deponent. Taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing. | | 


Before, Joun Ruppock, Jus. Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Joan Hir, Jus. Peace. A 


| (No. 59.) . | 

ILLAM Baſs, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that being 

in King-ſtreet on Monday night the 5th inſtant, after 

nine of the clock, he ſaw about an hundred people gathered about 
the Cuſftom-houſe, and preſently came a party of armed ſoldiers, 
with bayonets fixed, from the main guard, keeping on the 


| ſouth fide of King-ſtreet, *till they came nearly oppoſite the 


Cuſtom-houſe, and then paſſed over, driving through the people 
in ſo rough a manner, that it appeared to the deponent that 
they intended to create a diſturbance. They poſted themſelves 
between the Cuſtom- houſe door, and the weſt corner of it; and 
in a few minutes began to fre upon the people. Two or three of 
the flaſhes ſo high above the reſt, that the deponent verily be- 
lieves they muſt hawe come from the Cuſtom-houſe windows : And 
further ſaith, that He ob/erved no violence to the 1 at or be- 
ore the firing, or to the Cuſtom-houſe, by the people. | 
3 * | 4 N 7 GILLAM BASS. 
Suffolk, ſc. Boſton, March 16, 1770. Gillam Baſs abowe- 
| named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the above affidavit. Taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. 
Before, Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace, and of the Quorum. 
Joan HILL, Juſt, Peace. FF 


(No. 60.) T5 

ENJAMIN Alline, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that 

on Monday evening the 5th current, hearing the bells 
ring after nine o'clock, he came into King-ſtreet, and ſaw the 
Cuſtom-houſe centry ſtanding quietly in his place. About 4 
or 5 minutes after, the boys in the ſtreet came up near to him, 
and made a noiſe, on which the ſoldier returned to the Cuſtom- 
houſe ſteps. The deponent quickly after this /aw the Cuftom- 
houſe doors open, and the centry turn that way, and ſoon ſhut 
again. 'The centry then faced the boys and waved his gun a- 
bout as if to keep them off, and in a few minutes 8 or 9 ſoldiers 
came down, with an officer at their head, and placed ' them- 
ſelves round the centry, and in a few minutes after he heard 
the word Fire, and they fired in ſucceſſion one after the other. 
The deponent further faith, that when he firit arrived at the 
Cuſtom-houſe, there did not ſeem to be more than 30 or 40 


people 
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people round it, moſtly boys, and hey offered no violence as he ob- 
ſerved, only making a noiſe and huzzaing. And further faith 
not.. BENJAMIN ALLINE. 
Suffolk, ſc. Boſton, March 17, 1770. Benjamin Alline abowe- 

named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remenr 
brance of. the thing. | 

Before, Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 

| JohN HILL, Juſtice Peace, 7% 


| (No. 61.) 

1 Francis Read, of lawful age, teſtify, that on Monday even- 

ing the 5th. inſtant, hearing the bells ringing in the center 
of the town, I came into King- ſtreet, and found ct an hundred 
people, moſtly boys, ſtanding round, at about 7 or 8 yards diftance 
trom the Cuſtom-houſe, before which ſtood a ſoldier on centry, 
In a few minutes I ſaw a little man in a grey ſurtout, with his 
hair clubb'd oper the Cuſtom-houſe door and go in, and quickly after 
the centry went to ſaid door, then a little oper, and ſeemed to ſpeak 


Sith ſomebody in the houſe, after which the door was ſhut, and 


the centry loaded his piece. In about 3 or 4 minutes I ſaw a 
party of ſoldiers come down from the main guard with an 
officer, which were poſted in a ſemicircle from the door round 
the centry box, to the ſouth weſt corner of the Cuſtom-houſe. 
About 5 or 6 minutes after they were poſted, I heard the word 
fire from among the ſoldiers, and in a little time after the ſoldiers 
fred; firſt one gun, then another, ſometimes two at once, till 
8 or 10 were fired. Caſting my eyes about after. the firing was 
over, 1 ſaw the ſmoke of two diſcharges high above the reſt, On 
this I left the place, and further ſay not, 

FRANCIS READ. 


Suffolk, ſc. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Francis Read abowe- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the aforeſaid affidavit, Taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. | | 

Before, Jonx Ruppock, Juft. Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, BELcntr Nores, Juſt o'Peace. 


2 | (No. 62) 

T DIMOND Morton, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that 
on Monday night the 5th inſtant, between the hours of nine 
and ten I heard the cry of Fire by my houſe. Immediately 1I 
ran out towards the town houſe; when I got between the Old 
South Meeting and the Old Brick Meeting, I met ſome people, 


they told me there was no fire, but people gathered in King- 
| L 2 | ſtreet; 


A 


\ 
i| 

} 

i 

| 
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ſtreet; immediately I left them, and came towards the Town · 
houſe, when I faw a number of people go round the Brazen» 
head corner, ſome crying they are this way, and I run in a- 
mongſt them, and came down before the Cuſtom-houſe, and 
thete I ſaw a centinel walking backwards and forwards before 
the door. Soon after I ſaw the centinel retreat back upon the 
ſtone of the Cuſtom-houſe door, waving his bayonet breaſt high. 
all the way. When he got on the ſtone he drew his cartridge to 
load his gun ; whilſt he was loading his gun, I ſaw Thomas 
Greenwood, a waiter to the commiſſioners, run out from the 
eople where I was, and run behind the centinel, and knock at 
the door of the cuſtoms, and was ſoon let in : By that time the 
centinel had his gun loaded. Then the people cry'd, you dare 
not fire ; and others ſaid, fire and be danm'd; then the boys 
gave two or three cheers. Upon that I ſaw Capt. Preffon march- 
ing and leading down from the main guard eight or ten ſoldiers, 
ewith their bayenets fixed, ſwinging their guns. When they paſ- 
ſed me, I followed them down to the Cuſtom-houſe. In about 
two minutes, Capt. Preſton, or ſome other perſon, ordered them 
to load, which they did; then I went towards Quaker-lane, 
when 1 ſaw the flaſh of a gun from the ſoldiers at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, and a man fall before me; the guns being repeatedly 
fired, I looked round and ſaw two or three men lay down on 
the ſnow. When I found there were three dead, and a number 
of others wounded. In about ten or fifteen minutes afterwards, 
I faw the ſoldiers march towards the main guard—the ſnow be- 
ing at that time near a foot deep——And I further fay, that] 
aid not ſee any inſult offered to the centinal from the inhabitants; 
end at the time the guns avere fired, there were not above fexty on 
ſeventy perſons ſtanding before the Cuſtom-houſe door,— And fur- 


ther 1 ſay not. | 
| 6 — DIMOND MORTON. 
Suffolk, M. Bofton, March 17, 1770. Dimond Morton - 
| above-named, after due examination, made eath to the 
truth of the above written affidavit, taken to per petuate 
the remembrance of the thing. 
Before, R1. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
And, JohN Hitt, Juſt, Peace. 


(No. 63.) 
ENJAMIN Frizel, of — in the County of 
: Lincoln, mariner, of lawful age, teſtifieth and ſaith, that 
in the evening of the 5th day of March current, going to 
Capt. Joſeph Henſhaw's, at the ſouth part -of Boſton, in his 


way thither, under Liberty Tree, exactly at eight — 1 
| | al 


1 


ſaid evening, he ſaw there, eleven ſoldiers, and an officer met 
them, dreſſed in a blue ſurtout; upon his ſpeaking to them, 
they appeared very ſubmiſlive, the officer ordering them to 
appear at their reſpective places at the time, and if they ſhould 
ſee any of the inhabitants of the town, or any other people not 
belonging to them with arms, clubs or any other warlike 
weapons, more than two, being aſſembled together, to order 
them to flop, and aſe them their buſineſs, aud where they were 
going; if they refuſed to ſtop, or tell them their buſineſs, or 
leparate themſelves, to flop ihem with their firelocks, and 
all that ball take their part ; after giving theſe orders, the 
officer went off to the northward, and the ſoldiers ſouthward : 
upon which the deponent proceeded about his buſineſs as far 
as Wheeler's point, and while there, the bell rang as uſual for 
fire, and he with others ran to the town-houſe, two engines 
being there drawn, the men attending left them on the weſt 
end of the town-houſe, and going with others into King-ftreet, 
were ſtepped by two centinels of the main guard, and forbid to 
paſs. on their peril, and ſaid if they did, they would fire on 
them ; but one man ſomewhat bolder than the reſt, ſaid as 
the bells rang for fire, and all the inhabitants of the town had 
good right to paſs through any ſtreet or lane of the town he 
ſhould paſs, and ſhouldering a flick he had in his hand, went 
forward, and was followed by the deponent and many others 
into King-ſtreet, the deponent taking his ſtation at the welt cor- 
ner of the houſe now called the Cuſtom-houſe, and between 
the corner and the centry box, where ſtanding about two or 
three minutes, he ſaw ſix or ſeven ſoldiers come from the op- 
poſite fide of the ſtreet, near to the head or opening of Royal- 
exchange lane, where they halted, and ſome of them ſpoke to. 
the centry at the Cuſtom-houſe and faced about, in which poſ- 
ture they ſtood about two minutes, and in that time he heard 
nothing ſaid to them, or of them, by any of the inhabitants; but 
heard two or three cheers given by the people, and two or 
three boatſwain's calls piped, upon the laſt of which the /old:- 
ers began their fire, the deponent {till ſtanding at the corner 
of the Cuitom-houſe, the firſt diſcharge being only one gun, 
the next of two guns, upon which the deponent thinks he ſaw 
a man ſtumble; the third diſcharge was of three guns, upon 
which he thinks he ſaw two men fall, and immediately after 
were diſcharged five guns, two of which were by ſoldiers on. , 
his right hand, the other three, as appeared to the deponent, 
vere diſcharged from the balcony or the chamber window of the 
Cuftom-houſe, the flaſhes appearing on the left hand and higher 
than the right hand flaſhes appeared to be, and of which the 
| deponent 


= 

deponent was very ſenſible, although his eyes were much turned 
to the ſoldiers who were all on his right hand; ſoon after 
this, the deponent ſaw five men on the ground, three where- 
of appeared to be dead, and the other two to be ſtruggling ; 
for the ſpace of two minutes following all action ceaſed ; after 
which the general cry was, let us pick up the dead, and not 
let the ſoldiers have them, and thereupon the deponent aſſiſted 
in ſupporting and ſteadying one who was wounded *till a chair 

was brought to carry him off. BENJAMIN FRIZEL. 
| Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 22, 1770. Benjamin Frizel a BO - 
| mentioned, after due examination, made oath on the truth 
7 the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 

ance of the thing. 
Before, Joan Ruppocx, Jus. Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Joan Hill, Jus. Peace. | 


5 (No. 64.) . > Feat 
Eremiah Allen, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that in 
the evening of the fifth day of March current, being at 
about nine o'clock, in the front chamber, in the houſe occupied. 
by Col. Ingerſol in King-ſtreet, he heard ſome guns fired, which 
occaſioned his going into the balcony of the ſaid houſe.—That 
when he was in the ſaid balcony, in company with Mr. Wil- 
ham Molineux, jun. and JohniSimpſon, he heard the diſcharge 
of four or five guns, the flaſhes of which appeared to be to the 
weſtward of the century box; and immediately after, he the 
deponent heard two or three more guns, and ſaw the flaſhes 
thereof from out of the houſe now called the Cuftom-hou/e, 
as they evidently appeared to him, and which he the ſaid de- 
Ponent at the ſame time declared to the aforeſaid Molineux 
and Simpſon, being then near him, ſaying to them, at the 
Tame time, pointing his hand toward the Cuſftom-houſe, there they 
are out of the Cuſtom-houſe,—And further the deponent ſaith not, 
| JEREMIAH ALLEN. 

Suffolk, ſſ. The abowe-named Jeremiah Allen per/onally ap- 
| fearing, and being carefully examined, and duly cau- 
' tzoned to teftify the whole truth, maketh ſolemn oath to the 
fore-written depoſition by him ſubſcribed, taken to perpe- 

tuate the remembrance of the thing. 
Before, RI. DANA, Juſtice of the Peace, and of the Quorum. 

Jon HILL, Juſtice of the Peace. 


| | (No. 65.) 
Ofiah Simpſon of lawful age, teſtifieth, and ſaith, that on 
J the evening of the 5th of March current, at about nine of 
the 


1 
the clock, he heard a bell ringing at the ſouth part of the 
town, which cauſed him to leave his ſhop to make enquiry.— 
Soon after, he heard that the ſoldiers had roſe upon the inha- 
bitants; that when he had got as far as Faneuil-Hall, ſeeing 
a number of gentlemen ſtanding together, the deponent made, 
up to them, and aſked them what the diſturbance was; they 
anſwered him that two young men had been abuſed by the 
ſoldiers—but that the ſoldiers had now returned to their bar- 
racks—he then proceeded with a number of others up Royal. 
exchange lane: at the head of the lane ſome of the perſons 
with him cried out, here is a ſoldier, and huzza'd ; immediate ly 
the ſoldier, who was centry near to the box before the Cuſtom- 
houſe, repaired to the Cu/fom-houſe door; at which, with the 
knocker, the ſoldier gave three very hard ſtrokes; upon which 
Some perfons within fide opened the door and ſpoke to him remark- 
ably ſhort, and then ſhut it again.—The ſoldier then directly 
loaded his gun, knocking the breech twice hard upon the ſtone 
ſteps: at the ſame time ſeven ſoldiers (as the deponent judges) 
with a commanding officer came and cried, clear the way as 
he came along: then forming them into a half circle, ordered 
them to load: the deponent x > made up as he could to the 
officer, and ſaid for God's ſake don't fire upon the people, he 
made him no anſwer: then turning to the inhabitants, he the 
deponent expreſſed himſelf in the following manner; for God's 
ſake don't trouble theſe men for they are upon duty and Will 
fire: turning about to the ſoldiers he ſaw them making up to 
the inhabitants with their bayonets fixed (about ten feet off) 


directing them to ſtand off, attempting to drive them away 


with their bayonets: then he withdrew himſelf to the other 
ſide of the way, where ſeeing a man attempt to throw a club, 


he begged that he would not; adding, that if he did, the ſol- 


diers would fire, and he did not: the deponent then ſtanding 
by Warden and Vernon's ſhop on the ſouth fide of King-ſtreet, 
with his back to the ſoldiers; immediately after heard the 
word preſent ; at which word he ſtooped down. A little 
ſpace of time enſued, and then he heard the words, damm you, 
fire : the ſound of which words ſeemed to proceed from the 
left of all the ſoldiers, and very near to the centry box; upon 
this order he judged two guns were diſcharged, and immedi- 
ately three more, and then two more; one of the two laſt 
guns went about five or fix inches over the deponent's back: 


after which he ſtood up, and another gun was diſcharged. 


which wounded one Robert Patterſon in the arm, and the 
blood was ſprinkled upon the deponent's hand and waiſtcoart : 
after the firing the deponent ſaw four perſons drop: then 

| | | looking 


. 


1 
looking towards the ſoldiers the deponent ſaw them making 
towards the inhabitants with their fixed bayonets; upon which he 
retired down Quaker-lane, and went round into the main ſtreet 
homewards, where he met a number of people going up Royal- 
exchange lane from thence he retired home. 
| JOSIAH SIMPSON. 
The deponent further ſaith, hat he is ſatisfied that there avas not 
more than ſeventy or eighty people in King-ftreet, who offtred ns vio- 
tence to the ſoldiers, or to any other perſons, nor threatthed any, 
| JOSTAH SIMPSON. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boffon, March 16, 1770. Joſiah Simpſon ab , * 
named, after dur examination, made oath to the Truth 
of the aforewwritten Affidavit. Taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the Thing. | | 
Before, RI. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace, and of the Quorum 
And, Joan HILL, Jus. Peace. | | 


(No. 66.) 5 x 

John Wilſon, of lawfal age, teſtify, that on Monday even- 
1 ing the 5th current, I was at Mr. Burdett's at the head of 
Long-lane, and heard the bells ring, and fire cried, and there- 
upon went in company with others to Kinp-ſtreet, and ſaw no 
diſturbance there, hearing the bells {till ringing, I aſked what 
was the matter? The people ſaid the ſoldiers had inſulted the 
inhabitants, on which I went to Cornhill, where the buſtle had 
been, and found no ſoldiers there. Then I came down King- 
ſtreet oppofite the Cuſtom-houſe, and faw a man with a light. 
coloured ſurtout coming from the main-guard go up to the 
centry, and lay his hand on his ſhoulder, and ſpake ſome words 
to the centry, and then enter the Cu/tom- houſe door. On this [the 
centry grounded the breech of his gun, took out a cartridge, 
primed and loaded, and ſhouldered his firelock. After this 1 
drew back oppoſite Mr. Stone's, and in a few minutes ſaw a 
party of ſoldiers headed by an officer coming down from the main 
guard, crying to the inhabitants, Damn you, make way you 
boogers TI not moving from my place was ſtruck by one of 
them on the hip with the butt of his muſquet, which bruiſed 
me ſo much that it was the next day very fore, and much diſ- 
coloured. The officer ſeeing the ſoldier ſtrike me, aid to thr 
ſoldier in an angry manner, why dont you prick the boogers “ 
The party drew up before the Cuſtom-houſe door, and ranged 
to the weſt corner in a half circle, and charged their pieces 
breaſt high. Some ſmall boys coming up, made a noiſe to the 
ſoldiers, on which he officer /aid to them, why dont you fre? 
Damn you fire! They hereupon fired and two men fell dead 

Sy in 


1 | 
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in my fight. I then left the place, and went over the. Street, 
and aſſiſted Patterſon the Rear man in getting home. The 
deponent further ſaith, that when he got into King-ſtreet, he 
ſaw nobody but the centry walking backwards and forwards 
by the Cuſtom-houſe, and then went to Cornhill as above; and 
at the time of firing he very believes there were not above fifty 
perſons in the Street near the Cuſtom- hou ſe, the ſnow being at that 
time near a foot deep: and further I ſay not. | : 

| | | JOHN WILLSON. 
Suffolk, MM. Beſton, March 19, 1770. John Willfon 
| above-named, after due examination, made oath to the 
Trauth of the above-written Affidavit, taken to perpetuaie 
the remembrance of the Thing, 3 
Before, Ri: Dana, Juſt. of the Peace, and of the Quorum. 
And, JohN HL, Juſt. Peace. ö 


| 3 (No. 67.) | 
NEORGE Coſter, of the Bay "7 Balls, in the iſland of New- 

I foundland, Mariner, of lawful age, teſtißfeth and faith, 
that being in Boſton, about nine of the clock in the evening 
of the gth day of March current, he the deponent was ſtand- 
Ing in ing. eet, near the middle of ſaid Street, and while 
there ſtanding, among a large number of other people, in 
about 5 or 6 minutes after he ſtopt, he heard the word of com- 
mand given to the ſoldiers fre, upon which one gun was fired, 
which did no execution, as the deponent obſerved. About half 
a minute after ge guns, one of <uhich killed one Samuel Gray a 
ropemaker, the other a molatto man, between which twa men the 
deponent ſtood : after this the deponent heard the di/charge of 
four or five guns more, by the ſoldiers; immediately after whith 
the deponent heard the diſcharge of two guns or piſtols from an 
open window of the middle flory of th: Caftom-houſe, n:ar to the 
place where the centry-box was placed; and being but a ſmall diſ- 
tance from the window, he heard the people from within ſpeak 
and laugh, and ſoon after he {aw the caſement lower'd down; 
after which the deponent aſſiſted others in carrying off one 

of the corps. 5 his : 

GEORGE V. J COSTER 
| : Mark. i 
Buſſolk, M, Boon, March 16, 1770. George Cofter 
; above-named, after due examination, made oath to the 
Truth of the above-written Afidavit, taken to perpe- 
tuate h remembrance of the thing. | 
Before, Ri: Dana, Juſt. of Peace, & of the Quorum. 
JonN Hill, 1 Peace. 

ET (No. 


L 54 ] 
08 (No. 68.) | 
AMUEL Drowne of Boſton, of lawful age, teſtifieth and 
ſaith, that about nine of the clock of the evening of the 
fifth day of March current, ſtanding at his own door in Corn- 
hill, ſaw about 14 or 15 ſoldiers of the 2gth regiment, who 
came from Murray's barrack, ſome of whom were armed with 
naked cutlaſſes, ſwords or bayonets, others with clubs, fire-ſhowels 
or tongs, and came upon the inhabitants of the town, then ſtand- 
ing or walking in Cornhill, and abuſed ſome and violently aſſault- 
1* others as they met them, moſt of whom were «without /0 
much as a flick in their hands to defend themſelves, as the de- 
onent very clearly could diſcern, it being moon-light, and 
timer being one of the aſſaulted perſons—All.or moſt of the 
ſaid ſoldiers he ſaw go by the way of Cornhill, Crooked-lane 
and Royal-exchange-lane into King-ſtreet, and there followed 
them, and ſoon diſcovered them to be guarrelling and fighting 
noith the people whom they ſaw there, which the deponent 
thinks were not more than @ dozen, when the ſoldiers came 
there firſt, armed as aforeſaid. Of thoſe dozen people, the moſt 
of them wwere gentlemen, flanding together a little below the 
Town-houſe upon the Exchange. At the appearance of thoſe 
ſoldiers ſo arm'd, the moſt of the twelve perſons went of; ſome 
of them being firſt aulted After which the ſaid ſoldiers 
were obſerved by the deponent to go towards the main-guard, 
from whence were at the ſame time iſſuing and coming into 
King-ſtreet five ſoldiers of ſaid guard and a corporal arm'd 
with firelocks, who call'd out to the fore-mention'd ſoldiers arm'd 
with cutlaſſes, &c. and ſaid to them go away, on which they 
diſpers'd and went out of King-ſtreet, ſome one way and ſome 
another by this time were collected together in King-ſtreet 
about two hundred people, and then the deponent ſtood upon 
the ſteps of the Exchange tavern, being the next houſe to the 
Cuſtom-houſe; and ſoon after ſaw Capt. Preſton, whom he awell 
knew, with a number of ſoldiers arm'd with frelocks drawn 
up near the weſt corner of the Cuftom-houſe ; and a? that 
zaſfant the deponent thinks ſo great a part of the people were 
diſpers'd at the ſight of the armed ſoldiers, as that rot more 
| than twenty or thirty remained in King-ſireet ;* thoſe who did 
| remain 
M.. Drowne ſays there wvere collected tegetber in King-flrcet, about two 
hundred perſons, and that at the fight of the armed Soldiers, they ſo 
far diſperſed, as that not more than twenty or thirty remained in King- 

cet. 

This Circumſtance accounts for the diverſtiy in ſome of the depoſitions, ait h 
regard to the number of perſons in King-ſtreet, abcut that time; ſuch Depo- 
firions probably referring to different moments. Moments, becauſe the au e 
diſturbance in Kinrg-f'reet, from its beginning to the firirg, continued bu. 4 


ſpert ſpace of time, 


(I 


remain being moſtly ſailors and other perſons meanly dreſs 
call'd out to the arm'd ſoldiers and dared them to fire, upon 
which the deponent heard Capt. Preſton ſay to the ſoldiers, 
Damn your bloods! why don't you fire ? the ſoldiers not re- 
garding thoſe words of their captain, he immediately ſaid 
FRE. Upon which they fired irregularly, pointing their guns 
variouſly in a part of a circle as they ftood : during the time 
of the ſoldiers firing, he deponent ſaw the flaſhes of two guns 
fired from the Cuſtom-houſe, one of which was out of a win- 
dow of the chamber weſtward of the balcony, and the other 
from the balceny, the gun which he clearly diſcerned being pointed 
thro” the bailiters, and the perſon who held the gun in a flooping 
poſture, withdraw himſelf into the houſe, having a handkerchief 
or ſome kind of cloth over his face. After this the deponent 
aſſiſted in carrying off the dead and wounded, as ſoon as the 
| ſoldiers would permit the people ſo to do, for at firſt they 
were cruel enough to obſtruct the carrying them off. 
SAMUEL DROWNE. 

Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 16, 1770. The abowe-named 
Samuel Drowne per/onally appearing, and being care- 

fully examin'd and duly cautioned to teſtify the avhole 

truth, maketh ſolemn oath to the fore-auritten depoſi- 

tion by him ſubſcrib'd, taken io perpetuate the remem- 

brance of the thing. | . 

Before, Ri: Dana, Juſt. of the Peace & of the Quorum. 
And, Joan Hitt, Jus. Peace. | 

| No. 69.) | BS 
Robert Patterſon, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on 
1 Monday night the 5th current, being at Capt. M*Neill's 
at the North End, heard the bells ring, and fire cry'd, I im- 
mediately ran till I got into Royal-exchange- lane, it being. & 
bout a quarter after ꝙ o'clock. I ſaw a number of pep In 
the lane. I aſked what was the matter; they told me ethat 
the ſoldiers were going to kill all the inhabitants, I immedi- 
ately went thro' the lane, and ſtood in the middle of King- 
ſtreet about 10 or 11 minutes, (the centinel then ſtanding lean- 
ing againſt his box) when I ſaw an officer with 7 or 8 ſoldiers 
coming from the main guard, clearing the way with their guns 
and bayonets, go below the centinel-box, and turn up and place 
themſelves around it, facing the people ſtanding oppoſite Royal- 
exchange lane; when I ſaw a man with a light coloured ſur- 
tout at the Cuſtom-houſe door, the door being wide open, thei e 
ſtanding with his ſhoulder againſt the fide then 7 heard the 
efficer order the ſoldiers to load ; auhich they did After that I 
heard the people ſay, damn you, why don't you fire, In a- 
= „„ bout 


IF 
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bout a minute after, I beard the word fire; (but from whom I - 


cannot ſay) which rhe ſoldiers did. Looking round I /a&w! three 
men lay dead on the ſnow; the ſnow being at that time near 
a feat deep. | Immediately they loaded again. The people 
then gave three cheers, and cry'd out, let's go in upon them, 
and prevent their firing again: Upon which they put on their 


hats and advanced towards them: My hand being rais'd to 


put on my hat, ſtill advancing towards the ſoldiers, he centi- 
rel up with his gun and fired, the balls going through my loauer 
right arm, my hand immediately falling; and finding myſelf 
.wounded, made the beſt of MF way home with 75 2 And fur- 
ther I ſay not. | | 

Arteſt. Eliſha Story. Robe 3 x Patterſon, 

= r 

Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Robert Patterſon abowe- 


named, after due examination, made oath to the Truth 


of the aforeſaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- : 


membrance of the 1 hing. 
Before, Jonn Ruppock, Juſt: Peace & of the — 
And, Jonx HiLL, Jus. Peace. 


(No. 70 70.) 

Cu a Negro Man, ſervant to Tuthil Hobbart, Eſq; 

being of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that on Monday 
evening the fifth of March current. on his hearing the cry of 
Fre, he ran into King-ſtreet, where he ſaw a number of people 
aſſembled before the Cuſtom. houſe ; that he ſtood near the cen- 
try, box and ſaw. the ſoldiers fire on the people, who. ſtood in 
the middle of ſaid ſtreet, directly after which he ſaw two flaſhes 


of guns, one quick upon the cther, from the chamber window 


of the Cuſtom-houſe; and that after the firing was all over, 
while the people were carrying away the dead and wounded, 
* Saw the Cuſtom-houſe door opened, and ſeveral ſoldiers ( one 

whom had a chllaſt go into the Cuflom-houſe and ſhut the 
| To after them ; that before the ſoldiers fired he heard a voice 
ſaying, damn you, why don't you fire, but did not ſee who it 


Was. | his 
Tes. John Edwards. Cato (c. 
| Mark. 


Suffolk, fl. Beben, Ma: <> 16, 1770. The abowe-named 
Cato, efter careful examination, made oath to the 
Truth of the abewe-xwritien Afidavit, talen 10 per- 
petnate the remembrance of the thing. 

| Before, Ri: Daxa, Juſt. Peace and cf the Quorum. 

Aud, n Hir, Juke Peace. 


(No. 
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| ANIEL Uſher, of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that eom- 
ing into King-ſtreet about half after nine o'clock. on 
Monday evening the fifth current, he ſaw ſeveral perſons, moſt- 
ly young folks, gathered between the town- houſe and coffee- 
| houſe, ſome of whom were talking to the centinel at the com- 
miſiioners or Cuſtom-houſe; after ſome time the boys at a diſ- 
tance began to throw light ſnow-balls at him, which he ſeem- 
ed much enraged at, and went on to the Cuſtom-houſe ſteps, 
where he appeared to have charged his gun, giving it a heavy 
ſtamp upon the door-ſtep as if to force down the lead, and then 
ſwore to the boys, if they came near him he awould blow their 
brains out, About ten minutes after this, the deponent ſaw 
Capt. Preſton leading ſeven or eight men from towards the Toaun- 
houſe, and placed them betaveen the Cuſtom-houſe dorr and the 
centinel box. About four or five minutes after they were poſted, 
the ſnow-balls now and then coming towards the ſoldiers, the 
Capt. commanded them to fire. Upon this one gun quickly 
went off, and afterwards he /aid FIRE BY ALL MEANS! others 
ſucceeding, and the deponent being utterly unarm'd, to avoid 
further danger went up round the Town-houſe till the fray 

was over. And further ſaith not. | | 

1 DANIEL USHER. 


Buffolk, ſſ. March 16, 1770. The abeve-named Daniel 
Uſher per/onally appearing, and being carefully ex- 
amin d, and duly cautioned to 1effify the æubole Truth, 
| mateth ſolemn oath to the fore-auritten depoſition by 
him ſubſcribed, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
e the thing. | HURT 
- - Before, Ri: Dana, Juſt. of the Peace a id of the Quorum. 
And, Joan HII I, Juſt. Pea e. | 555 


| | (No. 72.) | | 

ROBERT Goddard, of lawful age, teſtify and declare, 
I that on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, between the hours 
of g and 10 o'clock, being at my houſe at Wheeler's-point, 1 
heard the cry of Fire. I ran out and came thro' Leong-lane 
into King-ſtreet, right up to the North-weſt ſide of the Town- 
houſe ; when I got there, I ſaw a number of gentlemen ſtand- 
ing and talking, and heard them ſay, that there was a man 
Nab'd through the arm, and that it was very hard that the 
people could not paſs the Streets without, being ſtabb'd. Im- 
mediately after, I heard ſome people cry out for aſſiſtance. I 
then went down into E ing- ſtreet, and in going down, overtook 
an officer (as I tho't) with 8 or 9 ſoldiers with ba vonets 


charged 


„ 
ch breaſt-high, the officer holding a naked cutlaſs in his 
end, frewinging and calling, ftand out of the way, an the ſolab. 
ers exrfing and damning, and puſhing their bayonets to clear the 
way. They went down to the Cu/tom-houſe, and placed-them-. 
felves juſt above the centinel-box ; the officer then ordered the 
foldiers to place themſelves, which they did in a half. circle; 
with that the boys came up near to the ſoldiers (ſtanding as 
before). The officer then ſaid, Boys go off, Jeſt their be ſome 
murder done; with that the boys removed back a little diſ- 
tance throwing ſnow-balls, the ſoldiers puſhing them with 
rbeir bayonets, ſaying, damn you, ſtand off 5 with that*the 
boys went forward again, and a man with a naked cutlaſs in 
his hand, who appeared to be the commanding officer (as be- 
fore) gave the word Fire, immediately a gun going off upon 
the left of me, I ſaw a man like a ſailor go up to the com- 
mander, and ſtrike him upon the left arm : Immediately he the 
faid officer /aid, think I'll be uſed in this manner, Damn youg 
Fire, <vhich they did, one after another. After they had all 
fired; he ordered them to prime and load again; after that he 
ordered his men in the middle of the ſtreet, and told them 10 
elcar their eyay with their bayonets breaſthigh 5 with that look 
ing round, I ſaw four men lay dead on the ſnow, the /roww being 
at that tine near a foot aceßp. Then I went and help'd the 
molatto man who was ſhot, into Mr. Stone's houſe. After we 
got him in there, I ſaw him give one gaſp. I then open'd his 
breaſt, and faw two holes, one in each breaſt, where the balls 
had enter'd! After that went to the door, and look'd, and 
faw the ſoldiers ſtar ding in the middle of the ftreet, and ſaw 
two gentlemen talking with the officers and ſoldiers. Prefent- 
I; after went to ſee the molatto again; and return'd back 
into the ftreet,, /a all tbe ſoldiers at the main guard-houſe 
out,  avith their bayonets charged breaſt-high ; with that going 
Some thro” Quaker-lane into Long-lane, about the middle of 
the lane, faw two ſoldiers, a rold me to ſtand ont of the 
ay, or elſe they would lab me. I immediately got out of 
the way, and made the belt of my way home. And further 
iay, that the Grand-jury deſtred me to go and ſee whether L 
ſhould know the officer again; one of them going with me, 
\I went up, and when I came to the gaol I ſaw ſeveral people 
ia the 100m with him. The gentleman of the grand jury 
fwho went up with me) aſked me which was the man, I told 
Bim that that gentleman (pointing to Capt. Preſton) looked 
very-much hke the man, and I verily believed he was the man 
that order'd the ſoldiers to Fire, Don't you ſay fo, ſays he; 
Pes, fir, ſaid I, you look very much like the man. If you ſay 
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fp, ſaid he, clapping his hands, I am ruined and undone. 
And further ſay, that at the time of firing, there was but about 
fifty or fiæty perſons, moſtly boys, in King-ſireet. 
| 5 ROBERT GODDARD. 
. Suffolk, ff. Byffon, March 22, 1770. Robert Goddard 
| afore-namet, after due examination, made oath to the 
Truth of the aforejaid Affidavit, taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the Thing. 
Before, Joun Ruppocs, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
And, Joan Hitt, Juſt. Peace. | . 


(No. 73.) 
I JOHN Hickling, being of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that 
on Monday the 5th day of March 1770, returning from 
New Boſton in the evening between the hours of nine and 
ten o'clock, I heard a noiſe and the cry of fire in King: ſtreet, 
and inquiring the cauſe, was informed he /oldiers intended to 
fire on the inhabitants : immediately proceeding to the place, I 
ſaw eight or nine ſoldiers with fixed bayonets charged breaft- 
high ſtanding in a circular manner at the corner of the Cuſtom- 
houſe, and an officer ſtanding before them at the end -of the 
bayonets between the ſoldiers and the inhabitants. {7 ſaw 
but a few ſcattering people, ſuppoſed to be about thirty, in the 
ſtreet. before them at that time, and therefore was at. a loſs far 
the reaſon of ſuch an appearance ; going up to the officer, I found 
a young man named Bliſs talking with him; I inquired his 
name of Bliſs, who informed me that it was Prefon. At that in- 
ſtant Mr. Richard Palmes came up, and aſked the officer if he 
intended to fire upon the people? He anſwered, by no means; 
Palmes aſked if the guns were loaded? Preſton anſwered in the 
affirmative. Palmes further aſked, with powder and ball F 
: Preſton anſwered they were. The ſoldiers during this conver- 
ſation aſſumed different poſtures, ſowing their bayonets frequent- 
ly at the people; one in particular puſhing againſt my fide ſavore 
he avould run me thro? ; I laid hold of his bayonet, and told him 
that no body was going to meddle with them. Not more 
than ten ſeconds after this, I ſaw ſomething white reſembling 
a piece of ſnow or ice fall among the ſoldiers, which knock*d 
the end of a firelock to the ground. At that inſtant the aver 
fire was given, but by whom I know not; but concluded it 
did net come from the officer aforeſaid, as I was within a yard 
of him, and muſt have heard him had he ſpoke it, but am ſati e- 
fed ſaid Preſton did not forbid them to fire. I inſtantly leap'd | 
within the ſoldier's bayonet as I heard him ceck his gun, 
which that moment went off between Mr. Palmes and mylelt ; 
. 1 


1 
I thinking there was nothing but powder fired ſtood till, till 
2 the other ſide of Mr. Palmes, and cloſe to him, J/aao ano- 
ether gun fired, and the man ſince called Attucks fall. I then 
- withdrew about two or three yards, and turning ſaw Mr. Palmes 
upon his knee, and the ſoldiers puſhing at him with their bay- 
onets. During this the reſt of the guns were fired, one after 
another, when I ſaw two more fall; I ran to one, and ſeeing the 
blood guſh out of his head, tho' juſt expiring, I felt for the 
wound, and found a hole as big as my 3 This I have 
fince learned was Mr. Gray. T then went to Artucks, * and 
found him gaſping, pulled his head out of the gutter and left 
him ; I returning to the ſo'diers and aſked them what they 
thought of themſelves, and whether they did not deferve to be 
Cut to pieces, to lay men wallowing in their blood in ſuch a 
manner; they anſwered God damn them, they ſhould have ſtood © 
out of our way. The ſoldiers were then loading their muſkets, 
and told me upon my peril not to come any nearer to them. 7- 
further declare, that I heard no other affront given them than the 
 buztaing and whiſtling of boys in the flreet. | 
| : JOHN HICKLING. 
Suffolk, MN. Boſton, March 16, 1770. The above-named 
John Hickling, per/onally appearing and being care- 
fully examined and duly cautioned to teſtiſy the <whole 
Truth, maketh ſolemn oath to the fore-written depofs- 
tion by him ſubſcribed, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. | | 
Before, RI. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace and of the Quorum. 
And Joan HiLL, Juſt. Peace. . 


3 (No. 24.) _ | 
Obadiah Whiſton, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on 
the evening of the 5th inflant, being at a houſe in Pond- 
lane, on hearing the bells ring, ran towards King-ſtreet, and 
In going I met a perſon who ſaid there is no fire, but he ſol- 
diers are fighting with the inhabitants. I went down the north ; 
fide of the Town-houſe into King-ſtreet, and there was only a 
few ſeattering people in the ſaid ftreet ; I came up to the Brazen- ; 
head in Cornhill, and ſaw a Barber's boy, who told me he had 
been frucz by the ſoldiers; then I went to the ſouth fide of the | 
Town-houſe, and ſtood near the main- guard, where a con- 
ſiderable number of perſons ſtood ; Capt. Preſton ſtanding by 
the Guard- houſe door, ſaid, damn you turn out guard, which 
they obeyed, and then took off 7 or 8 ſoldiers from the right, 
aud went don Ring ſtreet, where 1 with the chief of the 12 
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pte followed, and in going down the ſoldiers puſhed me, and 
ſaid, ſtand out of the way; I followed them (to ſee where 
they were going) as far as the Cuſtom-houſe, where ſaid Preſ- 
ton drew them up, and ſome boys being in the ſtreet, huzza'd ; 
a few minutes after, as I ſtood there, I ſaw one gun go off, 
and ſeveral mote were fired directly after; the people near me. 
ſaid there were ſome: perſons killed, after which I faw one man 
dead. | AS Re gs OBADIAH WHISTON. _ 

Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. Obadiah Whiſton, abowe- 
named, after due examination, naue oath to the truth of 
the above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. | | | 

Before, Joh N Roppock, Juſt. Peace, and of the Quorum. 
Joan HiLr, Juſt. Peace. | 
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| G Robert Twelves Hewes, of law ful age, teſtifies, and 
I ſays, that on the laſt night, about one o'clock, as he was 
returning alone from his houſe to the town-houſe, he met 
ſerjeant Chambers of the 2gth; with eight or nine ſoldiers, a// 
abith very large clubs and culleſſes, when Dodſon, a ſoldier, ſpoke 
to him, and aſked him how he fared, he told him very badly, to 
ſee his townſmen ſhot in ſuch a manner, and aſked him, if he 
did not think it was a dreadful thing, ſaid Dodſon, fawore by 
God it was a fine thing, and ſaid, you ſhall fee more of it ; and on 
perceiving I had a cane, he informed ſerjeant Chambers of it, 
who ſezed and forced it from me, ſaying, I had no right to 
carry it; I told him I had as good a right to carry a cane as 
they had to carry clubs, but they hurried off with it into the 
main guard, GEORGE ROBERT 'TWELVES HEWES. 


March 6, 1770. The deponent further adds, that juſt. be- 
fore the ſoldiers came from the main-guard to the Cuſtom-houſe 
there were about 15 or 16 little boys near the centry, who was 
ſtanding on the ſteps of the Cuſtom- houſe; and he /aw a young 
man of a middling ſtature, with a grey coat and ſhort curd hair, 
preſs by the centinel toward the door of the Cuftem-houſe and knock 
at ſaid door, upon which ſome perſon came and opened. the door and 
he went in and ſbut the door immediately after him; and at the 
Jame time the ſuow was near a foot deep in King-ſtreet. 

GEORGE ROBERT TWELVES HEWES. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. Gorge Robert Twelves 
Hewes, atove-named, after due examination, made oath X 
2 N the 


E 
the truth of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to per eiu. 
| remembrance of the thing. _ . | 
© Before, Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Ion Har, Juſt. Peace. 5 


KY | (No. 76.) | 
1 Thomas Jackſon, jun. do teflify and declare, that on Mon- 
day the 5th inſtant, in the evening, being in company, I heard 
(as near as I can recolle&) between nine and ten o'clock, a 
drum beat to arms, I immediately told the gentleman (with 
whom I was then engaged) I imagined there was ſome diſtur- 
bance between the inhabitants and the ſoldiery, he replied, 
foh, I believe it is nothing but boys, I told him I was afraid 
there was ſomething more in it than that, and deſired him (as 
the drum approached us) to look out at the window to ſee 
whether they were ſoldiers or not. He immediately opened 
the window, and told me they were ſoldiers. Upon this in- 
formation, I immediately put on my hat and went out, I had 
not gone many paces before I met a man, of whom I enquired 
the reaſon of the drum beating. He told me there were fix 
men killed in King-ſtreet by the military: I immediately haſten- 
ed on my way to King-ftreet, and met another perſon by 
Concert-hall, of whom I likewiſe enquired as aforeſaid ; 
his anſwer to me correſponded with the other. When I got 
into King-ſtreet, I found a great number of people there 
aſſembled, and intended going into the Cuſtom-houſe, to find 
out the particulars of the affair. Upon my knocking at the 
Cuſtom-houſe door with the knocker. Mi. Hammond Green 
(who was then looking out at the window) aſked me, Who was 
there? I called him by name, and told him I wanted to come 
into the Cuſtom-houſe. He told me he would not let me, nor even 
his father (and I think he ſaid) aer one of the commiſſioners, into 
the houſe, for he had orders for ſo doing, or to that effect. I im- 
mediately quitted the door and ſtayed ſome time at the bottom, 
and then at the head of the Town-houſe, where I met Capt. 
John Riordan. While we were converling, a party of the 
29th regiment came down Queen-ſtreet and joined the regiment 
then at the Town-houſe. Soon after that, [ aſked Capt. Rior- 
dan if he would ſpend an hour at the Coffee-houſe, he compli- 
ed and we immediately went, after ſpending ſome time there, 
1 went home, and in going home, I found the inhabitants were 
one off, and the ſoldiers gone from the Town-houſe. It was 
ome time before I came into King-ſtreet, that the guns were 


fired, 
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fired, and when I knocked at the Cuſtom-houſe door, all the 
erſons I ſaw at the window over the centry box at the Cuſtom- 
— (which window was then opened) was Mr. Hammond 
Green and ſome women. FT THO. JACKSON, jun. 
Suffolk, if. Bo/fon, March 16, 1770. Thomas Jackſon, ur. 
abowe- named, after due examination, made oath to the 
truth of the abowe-witten affidavit, taken to perpetuate 
# the remembrance of the thing. | 
Before, Ri. Dax A, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joan Hl, Juſt. of Peace. | 


5 ” (No. 77.) 
John Riordan, of lawful age, teſtify, that on Monday even- 
ing the 5th inſtant, between ten and 11 o'clock, I was at 
the Britiſh Coffee-houſe, and heard Mr. Wells, the maſter of the 
Roſe man of war, ſay that he had done more than ever he did in his 
life, pointing to his hat, out of which he had pulled the cockade, 
and continued, that al/ the boats were hoiſted out, the barge par- 
ticularly, which had not been before for four months. Said maſter 
had at the ſame time ſomething that appeared like arms under 
his coat, which he ſaid were good ſtuff—that he. knew of this 
before (meaning, as I thought, the maſſacre of that evening) and 
had ſent one boat after another on ſhore for orders, but having no re- 
turn, had come himſelf in the barge. JOHN RIORDAN. 
Suffolk, if. Boffon, March 20, 1770. John Riordan, ab. 
named, after duc examination, made oath to the truth of the afore- 
aid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance of the thing, 
Before, Ion Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joan HiLL, Juſt. of Peace. © rh 
| A IE 
Braham Tuckerman, of lawful age, teſtifies, and ſays, that 
ames Vibart, quarter-maſter of the 29th regiment, about, 
ten o'clock, A. M. the 8th inſtant, ſaid, „e troubles here avere 
nothing to what they would be in /ix months. Being aſked why 
he thought ſo, replied, This affair will get home, and the people 
here will be diſarmed as they are in Ireland. | g 
5 | ABRAHAM TUCKERMAN. 
Suffolk, i. Boffon, March 16, 1770. Abraham Tuckerman;: 
| abowve- named, after due examination, made oath to - the 
truth of the afore-written afidavit, taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing. | © 
Before, Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 


Jouwn HILL, Juſt. Peace. 8 
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Pencer Walker of Boſton, taylor, of lawful age, teſtiſies and 
ſays, that on the evening of the 5th inſtant, (being a 
bright moon: light evening) immediately after the maſſacre in 
King-ſtreet, he was paſſing alone, by Murray's barrack, and 
aba, attack'd by a man of middle height and pretty luſty, a 
rough countenance and hair curl'd round his head, whom he 
took to be ar officer in diſguiſe; that the ſaid officer ruſhed out of 
the gate from behind tao. ſoldiers with a drawn ſword in his hand, 
and ſeized the deponent frſt by the collar and aſked him why | 
he carried a ſtick, to which the deponent anſwer2d, it was all 
he had to defend himſelf with; the officer then ſeized his ſtick 
and ſwore he would take it from him, the deponent ſaid he 
mould not; the officer then pulled the ſtick three times and 
drew back his ſword as though he would make a paſs at him, upon 
which the deponent let go the flick and turned back and faw 
at the front door of the houſe another officer talking with a 
woman; the deponent aſked. the officer if he kept ſoldiers there 
to diſarm people as they went about their proper buſineſs, upon 
which the officer laughed at him ; the deponent then told the 
officer that be would think it very hard if any, inhabitant had. 
taken a gun from a ſoldier as he was going to relieve a centry, 
the officer again laughed at him ;. upon which a ſoldier came 
up and truck the deponent on the hip with the breech end of his gun, 
in the preſence of the officer at the door, and.then the deponent re- 
tired. The deponent further ſays, that the next day hs /aw 
the ſame per/on who took the ſtick from him ( knowing him to be the 
Same) in the dreſs of a commiſſicn-ofjice of the 29th regiment. "0 
: SPENCER WALKER. 

Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Spencer Walker, abowe- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the above-written affidavit, laden to perpetuate the re- 

| membrance of the thing. 
Before, Jonx Rappock; Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
JohN HiLL, Juſt, Peace. 


' | (No. 80. | 1 
Onathan Maſon, of lawful age, teſtifies, and ſays, that on 
J the evening of the 5th of March 1770, about 10 o'clock, 
eing in King-ſtreet, Boſton, ſtanding near his, Honor the I ieut. 
Governor, he heard him ſay to an officer at the head of the 
King's troops, who it was ſaid was Captain Prefton, Sir, you 
are ſenſible you had no right to fire, unleſs. you had orders from 
A a 


. 
2 magiſtrate. To which Capt, Preſton reply'd, Sir, we were 
inſulted, or words to that purpoſe, upon which Capt. Preſton 
deſired his Honor to go with him to the guard-houſe, which his 
honor declined, and repaired to the council-chamber. 
MOOT HL EN WT as  JONA. MASON. 
Suffolk, M. Boſton March 21, 1770. TFonathan Maſon above- 
| named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. | | | 
Before Joun Rupuock, Juſt. Peace aud of the Quorum. 
Jonx Hir, Juſt. Peace. ee 


; No. 81.) aye 0 

Iſaac Pierce, of Boſton of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that 
on. Monday evening the 5th inſtant, hearing the bells ring, 
and that the main guard had fired on the inhabitants, repaired 
to King-ſtreet, and found the 29th regiment drawn up between 
the State-houſe and main guard houſe, and facing down ſaid 
itreet towards the inhabitants, and ſeeing, his honor, the com- 
mander in chief appear, I went. with him towards the ſoldiers, 
the front rank having their. fire looks preſented, with. bayonets 
fixed; when we came near, | ſpoke to Capt, Preſton,. then on- 
the right, telling him. there was his Honor the Commander in 
chief; Capt. Preſton ſaid where, I ſaid (pointing to his Honor) 
there, and you are preſenting. your. firelocks at him, on which. 
his Honor went round on the right flank, and coming to Capt.. 
Preſton, ſaid Sir are you the commanding officer, who anſwered, 
yes Sir; his Honor then ſaid, do you know, Sir, you have no- 
power to fire on any body of. people collected together, except. 
you have a civil magiſtrate with you to give orders; Capt. 
Preſton anſwered, I was obliged to, to ſave my centry, on which 1 
immediately ſaid, then you have murdered three or four men to ſave' 
your centry. | ISAAC PIERCE. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 1/acc Pierce, above-- 


named, after due examination, made oath to the truth ef the afore-- 
ſaid affdavvit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance of the- 


thing. | 
Before Joan Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
JohN Hirt, Juſt. Peace. 


b (No. 82) 
Ebenezer Dorr, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on the 
evening of the 5th inſtant, hearing the bells ring in the 


center of the town, I came down to the Town-houſe and _ 
| | the 
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the zxth regiment under arms, between the town-houſe and 
main- guard, their lines extending acroſs the ſtreet, and facing 
dons King-fireet, where the town's people were aſſembled, and 
that the firſt. rank was kneeling down, and the whole of the fir 
platoon au as preſented, ready for firing on the word being given, and 
continued a confiderable time in that poſture, but by the providence 
of God they were reſtrained from firing. 

4 e e e ä EBENEZER DORR. 
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Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. Ebenezer Dorr, above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. | | 


| Before Joun Ruppock Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joun Hitt, Juſt. Peace. | 


E No. 63 % - | Bog 
Edward Crafts, of lawful age, teſtify and fay, that on Mon- 
day evening the 5th inſtant, between 11 and 12 o'clock, 
Mr. Joſeph Ayres met me at my gate, and I aſked him where he 
was going. He anſwered to call Mr. Thomas Theodore Bliſs 
to attend at the council-chamber, to give evidence of the cap- 
tain's giving the ſoldiers orders to fire on the inhabitants. On 
leaving Mr. Bliſs's door, there paſſed by us two corporals, with 
about twenty ſoldiers, with muſquets and fixed bayonets, and 
on their obſerving our moving towards the town houſe, the ſol- 
diers halted and ſurrounded us, ſaying we were a pack of damned 
raſcals, and for three coppers they would blow our brains out. One 
of the corporals (wiz. Enftice) gave orders for one half the ſoldiers 
to cock, and the reſt to make ready. On which we told them we 
had. nothing to ſay to them, but were on other buſineſs. The 
corporal, Euſtice, flrack Mr. Haldan, then in company, and turn- 
ing to me, aimed a blow at my bead with his firehock, which J took 
upon my arm, and then with all his might he made a paſ5 at me 
with his fixed bayonet, with full intent to take my life, as I thought. 
This I alſo parried with my naked hand. Then a ſoldier ſtepped 
out from among the reſt, and preſented his muſquet to my breaſt, and 
fix or ſeven more at about 8 or 10 feet diſtance alſo preſented. Upon 
this I called corporal McCan, who came to me with @ drawn 
ſword or cutlaſs in his hand, and puſhed the gun from my 
breaſt, ſaying, this is Mr. Crafts, and if any of you offers to 
touch him again, I will blows your brains out. Corporal Euſ- 


tice ' anſwered and ſaid, he is as damned a raſcal as any of 
| them. 
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them. The next evening about duſk, coming by Rowe's bar- 
rack, I ſaw corporal McCan, who ſaved my life. He aſked me 
if my arm was broke? I anſwered no. He ſaid the gun with 
auhich Euſtice firuck me was broke to pieces. And continued, you 
auould have been in heaven or hell in an inſtant, if you had not called 
me by name: One man in particular would haue ſhot uu, ſeven more 
preſented at you / He alſo ſaid, his orders were, when the party 
came from the guard-houſe by the fortification, if any perſon or per- 
ſors aſſaulted them, to fire upon them, every man being loaded with a 
brace of balls. And further I ſay not. 15 

| | E DW. CRAFTS. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1970. Edward Crafts, above- 
named, afier due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. | 


| Before RI. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
| Joux HILL, Juſt. Peace. 5 


, 3 (No. 84.) 
IOſeph Allen, of lawful age, ceſtifies and ſays, that between 
the hours of nine and ten on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, 
ing at the dwelling-houſe of Mr. Winniet at New Boſton, 
was there informed that the town was alarmed by an affray be- 
tween the ſoldiers and inhabitants, he immediately left ſaid 
houſe, and after arming himſelf with a ſtout cudgel at Mr. 
Daniel Rea's, paſſed by Murray's barrack, near Doctor Covper's 
meeting houſe, where were drawn up a party of ſoldiers with 
a number of officers in front; and paſſing them quietly in com- 
pany with Edward Winſlow, jun. was overtaken by a party of 
armed ſoldiers, one of whom laid hold. of the deponent's neck 
of his coat and ſhirt, and tore the ſhirt; a ſecond ſtruck him 
over the ſhoulders, and either the latter, or third, forcibly 
wreſted the ſtick from him: Lieut, Minchin interpoſing, pre- 
vented farther abuſe, and entered into converſation with the de- 
ponent, complaining of the inhabitants for wrangling with the 
ſoldiers on the moſt trifling occaſion. The deponent aſked him 
if he thought a man could be inactive, when his countrymen 
were butchered in the ſtreeet? Lieut. Minchin anſwered, that 
Mr. Molineux was the author of all this.” After the converſa- 
tion ended, or was nigh ending, Lieut. Minchin returned the 
deponent his ſtick, and further ſaith not. 0 $7 * 

5 f JOSEPH ALLEN. 

% Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 16, 1770. Fo/eph Allen, ab. ve- 
nmuamea after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the abeve-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 
Before RI. Dax A, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Jon Hitz, Juſt. Peace. _ | 
reer. * 1 (No. 85. ; h 
William Fallafs, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that after the 
murder was committed in King-ſtreet, on the evening of 
the th inſtant. upon my return home I had occaſion to ſtop 
oppoſite to the lane leading to Green's barrack, and while I 
ſtood there the ſoldiers ruſhed by me with their arms, towards 
King-ſtreet, ſaying, is 7s our time or chance; and that I never 
ſaw men or dogs ſo 'greedy for their prey as theſe ſoldiers ſeem- 
ed to be, and the ſerjeants could hardly keep them in their 


tanks. - h | 
WILLIAM FALLASS. 
Suffolk, M. Boſton, March 16, 1770. William Fallaſy 


above-named, after Aue examination, made oath to the truth 

' of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
A; membrance of the thing. 
Before RI. Dara, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
TIT. Joun HiLL, Juſt. Peace. P. 
„ (No. 86.) en 

Af Ary Gardner, living in Atkinſon-ſtreet, of lawful age, 

M teſtifies and ſays, that on Monday evening the 5th day 
of March current, and before the guns fired in King-ſtreet, 
there were a number of ſoldiers aſſembled from Green's bar- 
rack towards the ſtreet and oppoſite her gate, that they ſtood 
very ſtill until the guns were fired in King-ſtreet, then they 
clapped their hands and gave a cheer, ſaying, this is all that awe 
"want, they then ran to their barrack and came out again in a 
fe minutes, all with their arms, and ran towards King- 


ſtreet. Fond 
5 TY MARY GARDNER. 
Suffolk, }. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Mary Garaner, 
 aboue-named, after due examination, made oath to the 
truth of the above-awwritten affidavit, taken to perpetuate 

| tho remembrance of the thing. 5 pale 

Before R1. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Jorxn Hitt, Juſt. Peace. i 

1 John 


F. 


| (No. 87.) een 
ohn Allman, of lawful age, 7 ſays, that after the 
party with the drum came from the main guard to Mur- 
ray's barrack, he ſaw the ſoldiers there drawn up under arms, 
and heard the officers, as they walked backwards and forwards, 
ſay, Damn it, what a fine fire that was! how bravely it diſperſed 
then, ĩ ͤ 0 0; JOHN ALLMAN. 


Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 16, 1770. John Allman, above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 


of the above - written athdavit, taken to perpetuate the 


2-4, remembrance of the thing. 
' Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joux HILL, Juſt. Peace. . | 


1 (No. 2 | | ö 
Benjamin Church, jun. of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that 
being requeſted by Mr. Robert Pierpont the Coroner, to 

aſſiſt in examining the body of Criſpus Attucks, who was ſup- 
poſed to be murdered by the ſoldiers on Monday evening the 
5th inſtant, I found two wounds in the region of the 'Thofax, 
the one on the right fide, which entered through the ſecond true 
Rib within an inch and an half of the Sternum, dividing the 
Rib, and ſeparating the cartilaginous extremity from the Ster- 
num, the ball paſſed obliquely award the? the Diaphragm, 
and entering through the large Lobe of the Liver and the Gall- 
Bladder, ſtill keeping its oblique direction, divided the Aorta 
Deſcendens juft above its diviſion into the Iliaes, from thence 
ĩt made its exit on the left fide of the Spine. This wound, I 
apprehended was the immediate cauſe of his death. The other 
ball entered the fgurth of the falſe Ribs, about five inches from 
the Linea Alba; and deſcending obliquely paſſed thro? the ſe- 

cond falſe Rib, at-the diftance of . inches from the 
Linea Alba; from the oblique direction of the wounds, I ap- 
prehend the gun muſt have been diſcharged from ſome eleva- 
tion, and further the deponent ſaith not. | 

ELSE | BEN]. CHURCH, Jun. 
Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 22, 1770. Benjamin Church, jun. 

| above-mentioned, after due examination anade oath ta 

the truth of the aforeſaid affidavit, taker to perpetuate 
py as of the thing. | 
Before ſoux Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of jhe Quorum. 


Jonx HiLL, Juſt Peace, 
Q I Willlam 


7 
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William Rhodes, of lawful age, teſtify and fay, that on 
4 Tueſday March 6, 7785 the morning after the affair in 
King-ſtreet, ſome of the ſeamen belonging to the Roſe man of 
war, lying in' the harbour of Boſton, came to my ſhop, and 
after my atking them if they had heard of the affair that hap- 
pened, they anſwered me yes, and that all their boats were ſent 
on ſhore manned, and that the maſter of the ſhip had kept them 

up all night, or the greateſt part; I then — them whether 
they were kept to their quarters, they anſwered no; I then aſked 
whether they had loaded their guns, they Tikewiſe anſwered 
no, but that they had been filling powder; ſome time after, I 
enquired of theſe ſame people whether their people, when they 
came on ſhore on Monday night, 5th March, were armed, they 
told me that the only perſon that had any arms was their maſ- 
ter, who came aſhore in the barge, and that he had only a pair 
of piſtols ; and that when they had got on the wharf, that the | 
ſaid maſter gave the piſtols to the Coxſwain of the barge, and 
Further ſaith not. AER WILLIAM RHODES. 
© Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 21, 1770. William Rhodes, 
above- named, after due examination, made cath to the 
truth of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
*. remembrance of the thing. | 8 
Before lohx Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
____ Joun Hitt, Juſt. Peace. TS 


+938 SO ͤ EY 3 5 

Ary Ruſſell, of lawful age, declares, that John Brailsford, 

a private ſoldier of the 14th regiment, who had frequent- 
ly been employed by her, (when he was ordered with his com- 
"pany to the Caftle, in conſequence of the murders committed by 
the ſoldiers on the evening of the 5th of March) coming to the 
deponent's houſe, declared that their regiment was ordered to 
hold themſelves in readineſs, and re was ready that 
evening, upon the inhabitants firing on the ſoldiery, to come to 
the aſſiſtance of the ſoldiery: on which the deponent aſked him 
if he would have fired upon any of the inhabitants of this town, 
d which-he replied, yes, if J had orders; but that if he ſaw Mr. 
\ Ruſſell he would have fired wide of him—he alſo ſaid its well 
there was no gun fired by the inhabitants, for had there been, 
we thould have come to the ſoldiers aſſiſtance. 4 further 


jay not. 1 
25 MARY RUSSELL. 
Suffolk, 


— 


1 
Suffolk, iT, Boſton, March 17, 1770. The above- named Mary 
Reuſſell perſonally appearing, and being carefully ex- 
amined, and duly cautioned to teſtify the Whole truth, 
made ſolemn oath to the fore- written depoſition by het 
ſubſcribed, Taken to perpetuate the remembrance of 
the thing. 7 e | 
Before JohN Runppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
IJ onx HII T, Juſt. Peace. — | | 


o p (No. 91.) 

1 Ephraim Fenno, of lawful age, teſtify, that on Friday the 
ninth inſtant, as I was going home by the hofpical in the 

Common, I ſaw Doctor Hall, fur eon of the 14th regiment, 

looking out of his window, who 15 


- > 


town ? I told him J heard nothing but what he knew already, 
that the talk was about the people that were murdered, He 
then aſked me if the people of the town were not eaſier? I re- 
plied, I believed not, nor would be till all the ſoldiers had left 
the town. He then aſked me, if I heard whether the 14th re- 


giment was going? I anſwered, yes—for the people would not 


be quiet till they were all gone. He ſaid, the town's people 
had always uſed the ſoldiers ill, which occaſioned this affair; 
and ſaid, I wiſh, that inſtead of killing five or ſix, they had killed 
five hundred, damn me if I dont't. And further I ſay not. 
- EPHRAIM FENNO. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. Ephraim Fenno, above- 


named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 


of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 
Before Jon Ruppock, Jult. Peace and of the Quorum. 
and Joan HIT r, Juſt. Peace. 


4 e. % \. W 
D Loring, who was much employed in making ſhoes 


for the 14th regiment, declares, that being at the Wood- 


yard of the 14th regiment on the gth or 10th of March talking 
with ſerjeant Whittey, he mentioned the, unhappy affair of ths 
murder com A by the ſoldiers on the evening of the 5th 
inſtant, od ſaid, that he believed if the 14th regimegt had been 
upon gukeꝗ that day, itwould not have happened; ahd told him 
that he n liked the 29th regiment ſince they landed in 
Bolton; the ſerjeant aſked the reaſon why he did not like the 


29th xegiment as well as the 14th; he anſwered, that they 


0 2 ſeeme d 


aid to me, dirty travelling, 
neighbour! Yes, Sir, returned I. He aſked me what news in. 


| Ll 943 
— to be a ſet of blood y-thirſty men, and therefore did not 
like chem; and believed the affair would have never happened, 
had it not been for the affray of the 29th regiment at the rope - 
walks ; a ſoldier of the z2gth regiment, named John Dudley, be- 
ing by, ſaid it was a planned thing a month before. 
DAVID LORING. 
Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 16, 1770. David Loring, above- 
wed: after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
| membrance of the thing. 
Before Jon RD POE, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
Jour HILL, Juſt. Peace. 
(No. 93.) 
The ſubſcriber, being deſired by the committee of enquiry 
to take ranges of the holes made by muſquet- balls in two 
houſes near oppoſite to the Cuſtom-houſe, find that the bullet- 
Hole in the entry door poſt of Mr, Payne's houſe, and which grazed 
the edge of the door before it entered the poſt where it lodged, 
two and a half inches deep, , ranges juſt under the ſtool: of the 
weſtermoſt lower chamber window of the Cuſtom-houſe. 

And that the hole made by another muſquet-ball, through the 
window ſhutter of the lower ſtory of the ſame houſe, and lodged 
* the back-wall of the ſhop, ranges about breaſt-high from the 
ground, and between the ſecond and third window from the 
weſt corner of the Cuitom-houſe, 

And that the holes made in the ſhop of Warden and Vernon, 
thro? the outer ſhutter and back partition of the ſhop, ranged 
breaſt-high from the ground, and with the weſtermoſt ſide of the 
grit window weſt of the great door of the Cuſtom-houle. 

BEN]. ANDREWS. 

Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. Benjamin Andrews, 

Eg; above- named, after due examination, made oath 
to the truth of the afoceſaid affidavit, taken to perpe- 
tuate the remembrance of the thing. 
Before Jonx Ruppnock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. | 
BELCHER Noyss, Juitice of Peace, * 
(No. 94.) 

1 john Sheen, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on Monday 
| exening the 5th inſtant, juſt after nine o'clock, I went into 
the Cuſtom-houſe, and faw i in the kitchen of ſaid houſe, two 
boys belonging to Mr. Piemont the barberPand gyſo my bro- 
1 Hammond Green; upon healing an huzzaing iind the bell 


ng, I went out, and there- were but four or five boys in King- 
1 {trees 


| . 

{rebt near the centinel, who was muttering and growling, and 
ſcemed very mad. I faw Edward Garrick, who was orying, and 
told his ſellow-apprentice that the centinel had ſtruck him. I 
then went as far as the Brazen-head, and heard the people huz- 
zaing by Murray's barrack; I went down King ſtreet again, as 
far as the corner of Royal Exchange-lane, by the centry, there 
being about400r-50 people, chiefly boys, near the Cuſtom-houſe, 
but ſaw no perſon inſult, or ſay any thing to the centry ; I then 
faid to Bartholomew Broaders theſe words, viz. the centry (then 
ſtanding on the ſteps, and loading his gun) is going to fire; 
upon which I went to the Cuſtom-houſe gate, and tried to get 
over the gate, but could not; whilſt ſtanding there, I ſaw 
Thomas Greenwood upon the fence, to whom I ſaid, open the 

ate; he ſaid that he would not let his father in, and then 


jumped down into the lane, and ſaid to the deponent follow me, 


upon which I went down the lane with him, and round by the 
Poſt- office, to the main-guard ; he went into the guard-houſe, 
and ſaid turn out the guard; but the guard was out beſore, and 
I heard that a party was gone to the Cuſtom-houſe ; I then heard 


the guns go off, one after another, and ſaw three perſons fall; 


immediately after a negro drummer beat to arms, upon that the 


foldiers drew up in a rank, (and I did not ſee Greenwood again, 


until the next morning) after that I ſaw the 29th. regiment 
drawn up in a fquareat the ſouth-weſt corner of the Town-houle; 
ſoon after I went home, and further I ſay not. 5 
; | Ee _» JOAN, GREEN. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 24, 1770. John Green above- 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. e 
Befere Joun Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
JohN HILL, Juſt. Peace, 


W 8 

Hammond Green, of lawful age, teſtify and ſay, that on 
the evening of the 5th day of March inſtant, between the 
hours of eight and nine o' clock, I went to the Cuſtom-houſe; 
when I came to the front-door of the ſaid houſe, there were 
ſtanding two young women belonging to ſaid houſe, and two 
boys belonging to Mr. Piemont the barber ; I wert into the. 
houſe, and they all followed me, after that Mr. Sawny Irving 
came intolthe kitchen where we were, and afterwards I lighted 
kim out at the front-door; I then went back into the kitchen 
| again, 


E 

again, and the hoys above-mentioned went out; after hat t, yd 
other boys, belonging to Mr. Piemont, came into the xitchen, 
alſo my brother John, who had been in a little while before z 
he went to the back door and opened it, ſaying that ſomething 
was the matter in the ſtreet, upon which, with the other three, 
I went to the corner of Royal Exchange: lane in King-ſtreet, and 
neard an huzzaing, as I thought, towards Dr. Cooper's meeting, 
and then ſaw one of the firſt- mentioned boys, who ſaid the cen- 
try had ſtruck him; at which time there were not above eight 
or nine men and boys in King-ſtreet; after that I went to the ſteps 
of the cuſtom-houſe door, and Mary Rogers, Eliza. Avery, and 
Ann Green, came to the door, at the ſame time heard à bell 
ring, upon the people's crying fire, we all went into the houſe 
and I lock'd the door, ſaying, we ſhall know if any body 
comes; after that, Thomas Greenwood came to the door and 
J let him in, he ſaid, that there was a number of people in the 
ſtreet ; I told him if he wanted to ſee any thing to go up ftairs, 
but to take no candle with him; he went up ſtairs, and the 
three women aforementioned went with him, and I-went and 
faſte ne the windows, doors, and gate; I left the light in the 
kitchen, and was going up ſtairs, but met Greenwood in the 
room next to the kitchen, and he ſaid, that he would not ſtay 
in the houſe, for he was afraid it would be pulled down, but I 
was not afraid of any ſuch thing; I then went up ſtairs into the 
Tower weſt chamber, next to Royal Exchange- lane, and ſaw ſeve- 
7:1 guns fired in King-ſtreet, which killed three perſons, Which I 
ſa lay on the ſnow in the ſtreet, ſuppoſing the ſnow to be near 
a foot deep ; after that, I let Eliza. Avery out of the front door, 
and ſhut it after her, and went up the chamber again; then my 
father, Mr. Bartholomew Green, came and knock'd at the door, 
and J let him in; we both went into the kitchen and he aſked 
me what was the matter; I told him that there were three per- 
fons ſhot by the ſoldiers who ſtood at the door of the Cuſtom- 
houſe ;. he then aſked me where the girls were, I told him they 
were up ſtairs, and we went up together, and he opened the 
window, and I ſhut it again directly; he then opened it again, 
and we both looked out ; at which time Mr. Thomas Jackſon, 
jun. knock'd at the door, I who aſked who was there? Mr. 
Jackſon ſaid, it is I, Hammond let me in; I told if hum my fa- 
ther was out, or any of the commiſſioners came, I would not 
let thew in. And further I ſay not. 4 

| HAMMOND GREEN. 


Suffolk, 


nr a WY | 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 24, 17570. Hammond Green, above 
named, after due examination, made oath to the truth of 
the above written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 14/13 ee EY”: 
Before Joun Ruppack, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
* Joux Hitt, Juſt of Peace. | | * 


nag l k e er tt (Moigh); | | | 
I Thomas Greenwood, of lawfal - e, teſtify and ſay, that on 
Monday the 5th inſtant, ſpending the evening at Mrs. 
Wheeler's, I was alarmed by the bells ringing and people's cry- 
ing fire, upon which I turned out with Mrs. Wheeler's three ſons, 
and helped Mr. Wheeler's engine as far as the Old: South meet- 
ing houſe, we met ſeveral people who told us it was not fire, 
but it was the ſoldiers and inhabitants, fighting in King: ſtreet, 
and deſired them to go back and get their arms; e 
this, I haſtened down to King-ſtreet, and coming near the weſt 
door of the Town-houfe, I fell in with a number of people, moſt 
of them that I ſaw had fticks and clubs in their hands and huz- 
zaed, after that we went round the north ſide of the 'Town-houſe, 
and ſtood between the eaſt ſteps of the'Town-houſe and Whipping- 
Poſt, I heard a number of people ſpeaking, and one perſon in 


particular ſpoke to the two centinels, who were walking up and 


down the ſtreet on the ſide of the 'Town-houſe, uſing theſe 
words,“ Come out and fight us, if you dare, calling them damn'd 

bloody- back raſcals and ſcoundrels, to come out and fight them, 
if they dared, we are enough for you now, but I do not know 
whether the above perſon belonged to the town; I looked round 
and ſaw about twenty people before the Cuſtom-houſe door, upon 

which I went doyn to the Cuſtom-houſe; I then heard two or 
| | | three 


* It may not be improper to remark here, that the deponent, 
Thomas Greenwood, is a hired ſervant to the Commiſſioners, 
on whom he is altogether dependent, and when before the 
Juſtices, he was ſeveral times detected in plain falſhoods ; 
particularly in ſwearing firſt, that the number of perſons who 
called the ſoldiers ** bloody-back raſcals, &c. was nine, then 
ſeven, and finally but one, as it now ſtands ; and through the 
whole of his examination he was ſo inconſiſtent, and to fre- 
quently contradicted himſelf, that all preſent were convinced 
no credit ought to be given to his depoſition; for which reaſon 
it would not have been inſerted had it not been known that a 
depoſition was taken relating to this affair, from this Green- 
wood, bv Juſt, Murray, and carried home by Mr. Robinſon. 


[ --26. 3 


three perſons ufe theſe words, one after another,+ I wiſh I could 

get into the Cuſtom-houſe, I would make the money circulate 

amongſt us; after that I went up to the Cuſtom-houſe door 

and ſaw 2 or 3 ſnow-balls fall on the flat ſtones near the ſteps of 

the door; I knock'd, and Mr. Hammond Green came to the 
door, while I was ſpeaking to the centry, who ſtood upon the 
ſteps, I told him not to let any body come into the door, and no 

erſon offered to come in; the ſaid Green aſked who was there, 

| anſwered tis Thomas, let me in Hammond; when I got in, the 
ſaid Green, ſaid to me if I wanted to ſee any thing, go up ſtairs, 

J went into the back room, and got the key of the little draw- 

ing-room, being the lower weſt corner chamber, and went-up 
ſtairs, and Elizabeth Avery, Mary Rogers and Ann Green 

followed me into the room; we all looked thro? the glaſs, I ſaw 
ſome perſons ſtanding by the centry-box ſtriking with ſticks, 
but did not fee them hit any body, though a number of perſons 
were cloſe by them ; I told the women above-mentioned that 
I would not ſtay, for I was afraid that the Houſe would be pull- 

ed down, there being about forty or fifty perſons conſiſting of 
men and boys; I ſaw no perſon throw any ſtones or attempt to 
break even a ſquare of glaſs, or get into the houſe (the next 
morning I found there was not a pane of glaſs broke in the ſaid 

Houze.) Afterwards, [ went down ftairs and met. Hammond Green 
in the middle room; he aſked me where [ was going, I told him, 

I was going out; upon which I went into the kitchen and took 
my hat, and went into the yard, got upon the wood- pile and went 

"to the tence ; John Green being by the gate, aſked me to open 
the gate and let him in, I told him I would not open the gate for 
any body; one perſon paſſing by, ſaid tome, heave over ſome 

Malales, 1 jumped off the fence into Royal Exchange-lane, went 
down the lane with Jobn Green, and went round by the poſt- office 
to the main- guard; | told one of the ſoldiers, if they did not go 

2 $5 down 


+ As this deponent is the only perſon out of a great number of 
witneſſes examined, who heard any mention made of the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe, and as it is very uncommon for ſeveral people to 

repeat exactly the ſame words upon ſuch ogcaſions, (for the 
deponent infiited that the identical words were uſed by each 
perſon) conſidering the character and connections of the de- 
ponent, and his own expreſs declaration in this affidav.t, that 
he ſaw no perſon attempt even to break a ſquare of olaſs or 

to get into the Cuſtom-hcuſe, it may very juſtly łe d ubted 
whether ſuch words were uſcd by any one. | 


1 
down to the centry at the Cuſtom-houſe ft, 7 was afraid they 
ewould hurt him, tho? I Bad not ſeen any perſon inſult him, ſome- 
body ſaid they were gone; I ſtood with John Green near the 
guard-houle, ſaw the guns go off and heard the report; after- 
wards I heard a perſon ſay, aubich © took to be a ſoldier, that's right, 
dumm them, till them all, they have no buſineſo there, and from thence 
I went to the houſe of Mr. Burch, one of the Commiſſioners, 
where I ſaw Mr. Burch and wife, Mr. Paxton another Commiſ- 
ſtoner, and Mr. Reeves ſecretary to the Board; one of the Com- 
miſſioners aſked me what was the matter, I told him the ſoldiers 


had fired upon the inhabitants and had killed two or three, and 


wounded ſome more, upon which Mr. Reeves ſaid, God bleſs 


my-foul, and then went into the other room. I left Mr. Burch's 


houſe and went to the barracks at Wheelwright's Wharf, and 
ſtaid there all night; I beard ſeveral foldiers Jay they wiſh'd they 
ewere let out, for if they avere, there ſhould not be many people alive 
in the morning; the whole of the 14th regiment being under arms, 
and the piquet guard went to the main guard houſe about 12 
o'clock that night. | | 


THOMAS GREENWOOD, 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 24. 1770. Thomas Greenwood, above- 
| named, after due examination, made cath to the truth of 
the above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing, 
Before JohN Ryppock, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joun Hitt, Juſt, Peace. | 


4 It ſeems very difficult, according to Greenwood's account, 


to form even a conjecture of the reaſon of his fears, which he 


expreſſed for the centry, when in the ſame breath he declares 
that he had not ſeen any perſon inſult him. —-But probably the 
true motives of his application to the main-guard were not of a 
nature to be made public, | | 


P BOSTON, 


— ͤ òùR— — * 6f 20 


— 


1 
BOSTOM, the 22. March, 1770. = 


E the ſubſcribers, two of his Maj jeſty's Juſtices of 14 
Peace for the County of Suffolk N being of the Quo- 


rum) hereby certify, that Col. William Dalrymple, chief 


commander of the ſoldiers in Boſton, William Sheaffe, 
Eſq; deputy collector of the cuſtoms, and Bartholomew 


Green, head of the family in the Cuſtom-Houſe in 


Boſton, were duly notified to attend the captions of the 


affidavits in perpetuam, &c. touching the Maſſacre by the 


ſoldiers in Boſton, taken before us on the 16th, 17th and 
19th days of March current; and that the ſaid William 
Sheaffe and Bartholomew Green attended accordingly, on 
the 16th of March, and croſs- examined as many of the 
deponents as they thought fit and as long as they pleaſed. 


| but declined giving any further attendance, 


RI. DANA. 
JOHN HILL, 


Zuffolk, 


ia! 


Suffolk, fl. | Boſton, March 30, 1770. 


WI do hereby Certify, That the ſeveral Copies contained 
in the annexed printed Collection of Affidavits, taken 
before us in perpetuam, &c. have been carefully compared by us 
with the Originals, and agree therewith. <2 
1: Dana, Juſtice of the Peace, and of the Quorum. 
Jonx Hirr, Juftice of the Peace. © 


Vn do certify the like, reſpecting thoſe Affidavits taken be- 


fore us. 
. Ri: Dana, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum. 
Sam. PEMBERTON, Juſtice of Peace. | 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting the Affidavit taken before 

us. | | | 

| RI: Dana, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum. 
JounDvppocx, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum. 


we do certify the like, reſpecting the Affidavit taken before 


Us, i 
Ri: Dana, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum, 


Joan Tupos, Juſtice of Peace. 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting thoſe Aﬀidavits taken 


before us. 
| Joann Ruppocx, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum. 


JohN HL, Juſtice of Peace. 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting thoſe Affidavits taken before 
us, | £ ; 
| | Joun Ruppock, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum. 
BELCHER Nores, Juſtice o*Peace. 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting the Affidavit taken before 


us. | | 
Joun Ruppock, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quorum. 


Joan Tupos, Juſtice of Peace. 


I do hereby certify, That the Copy of an Affidavit (contained 
in the annexed printed Collection of Affidavits,) taken before me, 
has been carefully compared by me with the Original, and agree 


| EDM. Quixcr, J. Pacis. 


P 2 KT Hy 
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2 By the ee ke rf 

1 HuTcninson, Eſg; Lieu- 

= | tenani- Governor 457 Com- 

Wes of? manaer in Chief, in and over 

T. HUTCHINSON. his Majeflys Province of 

4 Maſſachuſetts-Bay in New- 
England. | 


Do hereby Certify that Richard Dana and John Ruddoch, 

Eſquires, are two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace and 
of the Quorum for the County of Szfelk, within the aforeſaid 
Province; and that John Hill, Edmund Quincy, Belcher Noyes, 
John Tudor and Samuel Pemberton, Eſquires, are Juſtices of the 
Peace for the ſame County, and that full Faith and Credit is 
and ought to be given to their ſeveral Acts and Atteſtations (as on 
the annexed Paper) both in Court and without. 


In Teſtimony whereof T have cauſed the Public Seal of the 
Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay aboveſaid to be hereunto affixed. 
Dated at Boſton the Thirtieth Day of March 1770. In the tenth: 
Year of his Majeſty's Reign. | | 3 


By his Honor's Command, 
Joux Corrox, D. Sec'ry. 


1 HRE E original Certificates of the foregoing Tenor, 
with the Province Seal affixed to them, are figned by 


the Lieutenant-Governor, and annexed to three printed Copies 
of this Pamphlet. : 


Two of them will be ſent to London for the ſatisfaction of 


ſuch Gentlemen in England as incline to ſee the Originals, viz. 


one of them to WiLLiam BoLLan, Eſq; and the other to 
Dennis DR Bextor, Eſq; The third remains with the 
Committee, | | 
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DAMS Matthew — — 10 
4 Allen jeremiah, — — — 50 
Allen Joſeph, — — — 57 
Alline Benjamin, — — — | 46 
Allman John, — — — 69 
Andrews Benjamin, Eſq; — — 72 
Appleton Nathaniel, = — — 17 
Archbald Francis, jun. — = _ 35 
Atwood Samuel, 33 — — 21 

B 
Baſs Henry, — a _ 14 
Baſs Gillam, — — * 46 
Belknap Jeremiah, = — — 18 
Boſtwick Samuel, — — — 13 
Bourgate Charlotte, _ — — 44 
Brailsford John, — — a 9 
Brailsford Mary, — — — 3 
Broaders Bartholomew, — — 23 
Brown John, — — — 1 
Burdick Benjamin, jun. — — 28 
C. 

Cain Thomas, — — — 31 
Calfe Daniel, — — — 25 


Cato — 5 
| Churck 


— . 


1 6 14 . - 4 


Church Benjamin, j — — — — 
Coburn John, — — 1 19 
Cochran David, — — * 3 2 
Condon Samuel, — — _ 33 
Copeland Aſa, — — __ 8 
Coſter George, — — — 53. 
Crafts Edward, — — — 66 
Cunningham Peter, 5 — | . 32 
Dorr Ebenezer, — — rr 65 
Drowne Samuel, — K — * 34 
Fallaſs William, — — Bn 68 
Fenno Ephraim, —_ — . . . 
Feriter Nicholas, — — 55 3 
Fiſher John, — — 8 4 
Foſdick Nathaniel, — — — 36 
Frizel Benjamin, — _ ow _ 48 
Gammel John, — — _ 44 
Gardner Mary, — — 18 68 
Goddard John, — os _ 25 
Goddard Robert, — 1285 _ 37 
Gray John, — wi.” _ f. 3 
Green John, — ws _ 72 
Green Hammond, — — _ 73 
Greenwood Thomas, - — _ 75 
Hewes George Robert Twelves, 25 Yom or 
Hickling John, — — _ 59 
Hill Fe Eſq; — 2 5 tt 8 
Hinckley Ebenezer, — — 0 34 
Hobby Charles, — — _ SA, 
Hooton Joſeph, jun. 1 — 3 
Jackſon Thomas, jun. — ww 62 
King Matthias, — — _ 22 
Kirkwood James, Capt, — — — 21 
Kneeland Bartholomew, — — _—_— 17 
Knox Henry, — — — 42 
| L in 
Leach :John, jun. — — _ 
Le Baron William, — — — I 


I. William, 


Loring David, 5 — 71 
McNeil Archibald, — — di 6 
Marſhall Thomas, Eſq; — — 26 
Maſon Jonathan, — — — 64 
Morton Dimond, — N — _ 47- 
Newhall William, — — — 3 
Noyes Nathaniel, — — — 9 

| p 
Palmes Richard, — — — 38 
Parker Iſaac, — — — 16 
Patterſon Robert, — . 55 
Payne Edward, — — 3 43 
Peirce Iſaac, — — mi 65 
Pierpont Robert, — . ak 12 
Polley Robert, — — — 20 
| | R 
Read Francis, — — * 47 
Rhods William, — — * 70 
Richardſon Jeffrey, — — — * 
Riordan John, — — — 63 
Ruſſel Mary, — * — 70 
Simpſon Joſiah, — 3 . 50 
Swan Caleb, — — El 11 
Swanſborough Margaret, | 11 
Tont William, — — — 30 
Thayer Nathaniel, — — — 16 
Thayer Mary, — — _—_ — 
Tuckerman Abraham, — — * 63 
Tyler William, — 5 — as 13 
Uſher Daniel, — _ 3 57 
Uſher Jane, — — — Ss 10 
W | 
Walker Spencer, — — — — 64 
Ward Richard, — — — — 10 
Whiſton Obadiah, — — — 60 
Wilme John,. — — I 
Wilme Sarah, — — — SED! 2 
Willſon John, — — — — 52 


Wyat William, 
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